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UAE sends 16th aid shipment to Iraq 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A vessel laden with relief 
supply has ailed to Iraq from the United Arab End- 
rates, the 16th aid shipment from UAE donors to the 
sancnons-hit countty, press reports said on Friday 
The -ship sailed from the northern port of Ras a 1 
Kha im a h on Thursday with around 300 tonnes of 
clothes, medicine, milk and other foodstuffs “It is the 
16th shipment and more will be sent in the near 
fumre, said the coordinator of the UAE humanitarian 
aid to Iraq. He said the shipment had been collected 
from pnvae donabons in the UAE, which has rcpeat- 
edty caUed for liftmg the embargo imposed by ffie 
United Nations against Iraq for its 1990 invasion of 
neighbouring Kuwait Several planeloads of relief 
supplies have been also sent to Iraq by the UAE Red 
Crescent Society' over the past few months 
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U.N. appeals for money to aid Sudan 

ROME fAP) — The U N. World Food Programme on 
Friday issued an urgent appeal for money to fund 
emergency food drops to victims of war and drought 
in southern Sudan. The Rome-based agency said the 
airdrops are part of a year-long, S65.9 million opera- 
tion to deliver 83,000 metric tons of food to 2.48 mil- 
lion people. The World Food Programme said there 
has been widespread crop failure in southern Sudan 
because of drought, floods and insecurity stemming 
from the country's long civil war. It said the Bahr AJ 
Ghazal area, where die fighting is escalating, is hard- 
est hit The Sudanese government had been restricting 
flights to the ansa, but the agency said it recently 
authorised the food drops. In its appeal to donor 
nations, the agency said it hopes to increase the num- 
ber of cargo planes used in the airlift from two to five. 
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AMMAN cJ.T.l — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Friday 
sent a cable to His Majesty 
King Hussein congratulat- 
ing him on the 45th 
anniversary of the King's 
assumption of his constitu- 
tional powers. 

“You acceded to the 
throne 45 years ago, and 
you have sacrificed your 
life for building a modern 
Jordan and worked for its 
development and for the 
welfare of its people. And 
your efforts bore fruits for 
Jordan and the Arab 
Nation.” the Crown Prince 
said in his cable. 

“Since you acceded to the 
throne, you took upon your 
shoulders the responsibility 
to bring Jordan to the fore- 
front of the countries of the 
region on all levels. Your 
wish has been translated 
into reality” he continued. 

“You have sought to pro- 
tect our Jordanian citizens 
and their dignity in an 
atmosphere of democracy, 
pluralism, and respect of 
other's opinions. It is diffi- 
cult to count your achieve- 
ments which you have 
accomplished along with 
your people. These achieve- 
ments, that have been car- 
ried out despite scarcity of 
resources, are miraculous. 

“As for education, you 
have established education- 
al landmarks, universities, 
community colleges 
throughout the Kingdom. 


Anani briefs Arafat on King’s tour, relays 
support for Palestinian ‘positive stand 9 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special jo the Jordan Times ' 

RAMALLAH — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minuter Jawad Anani on 
Friday delivered a message 
of support from IBs 
Majesty King Hussein to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat for his decision to 
accept the latest American 
proposals to jump-start the 
deadlocked Middle East 
peace process. 

“I was sent (to Ramallah) 
by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to deliver an oral mes- 
sage to President Arafat, 
briefing him on (King Hus- 
sein’s) recent visits to sev- 
eral European countries and 
to Tunisia," Dr. Anani told 
the press after holding talks 
with Mr. Arafat in Ramal-. 
lah. “In all these countries' 
we felt there was apprecia- 
tion and support for die 


positive and flexible Pales- 
tinian stand with regards to 
■ the peace process.” 

“Tins visit also aimed at 
reiterating Jordan’s full 
support for the Palestinian 
stand,” Dr. Anani added. 

The talks came at the 
heels of King Hussein's 
visit to Germany, Denmark 
and Tunisia, and precede 
die May 4 London talks 
aimed at pushing for the 
overdue second Israeli 
troop redeployment from 
the West Bank. • - 
Mr. Arafat met with U.S. 
Middle East peace envoy 
Dennis Ross late Friday, 
and is due to meet with U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore 
today. “I will discuss with 
Mr. Gore how we can res- 
cue the peace process from 
its current impasse due to 


(Continued oapage 3) 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, right/ greets in Ramal- 
lah on Friday Deputy Prime Minister Jawad Anani (Photo 
by Yousef Allan) 

Anani off to U.S. Friday 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani will travel to Washington on Tuesday 
to hold talks with senior American officials. Dr. Anani said 
Friday. Discussions will focus on the stalled peace process, 
the situation in Iraq, and bilateral relations. Dr. Anani told 
the Jordan Times. 


Netanyahu suggests meeting PNA 
halfway on W. Bank troop pullout 

TEL AVIV (AP) _-r- Israeli 

Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu suggested after a 
meeting Friday with U.S. 

Vice-President A1 Gore that 
he would meet the Palestini- 
ans halfway in the dispute 
p'w an Israeli troop pullback 
in the West Bank. 

Israel's best offer until now 
has been a. pullback -from 9 
per cent of the land, while the 
Palestinians have accepted a 
US. proposal for a withdraw- 
al from 13 per cent as tfa? 
absolute minimum 

Me Netanyahu sairi that if 
Israel is to budge, he expects 
aa “equal effort” from the 
I^^testinians — - sug gesting he 
might settle, for fife halfway 
mar k of 11 per cent. Israeli 
officials have said m the past 
*ai Mr. Netanyahu .was cour 
SH kring an ll peccent with- 


drawal. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
were to hold separate talks 
Monday in London with U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright U.S. officials haw 
said they expect both leaders 
to make difficult decisions. 

However; Ml Netanyahu 
seemed ready to face down 
the Clinton administration, 
saying ftiday that Israel’s 
friendship with the United 
States would not stand or fell 
over the London meeting. 

In a joint news conference 
with Ml Netanyahu, Ml 
G ore was evasive on all 
aspects of Mideasr. peace- 
making, including the future 
of occupied Jerusalem. ‘T am 
not a negotiator;” Mri Gore 

He also reiterated Washing- 


Gore arrives in Saudi Arabia 

JEDDAH (AFP) — U.S. Vice President Al Gore arrived in Saudi 
Arabia on Friday evening for a 24-hour visit, American diplomats 
told AFP. Me Gore, who arrived in the Red Sea dry of Jeddah 
from Israel, was met al the airport by Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz. A U.S. diplomat said Ml Gore's visit would 
focus on the stalled Middle East peace process and the recent cri- 
sis between Iraq and United Nations weapons inspectors. The 
' diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said a meeting 
between Ml Gere and King Fahd was “probable.” On Saturday 
Mr. Gore is due to meet US. troops aalioned at the Prince Sultan 
air base south of Riyadh who are deployed 3S part of the opera- 
tion enforcing the “no-fly” rone over southern Iraq. 


ton’s “ironclad commitment” 
to Israel’s security. 

Mr. Gore is expected to run 
for president in 2000, and his 
trip to Israel — ostensibly to 
help celebrate Israel’s jubilee 
— was widely seen as an 
effort to win the support of 
Jewish voters. 

The Palestinians haw 


demanded that Washington 
go public with its 13 per cent 
plan as a means of exerting 
pressure on IsraeL 
' Ml Arafat on ftiday reaf- 
firmed his commitment to the 
U.S. plan, saying be has 
“accepted the American ini- 
tiative in all its aspects.” 


“May God protect you for 
the sake of this country, and 
the Arab and Islamic 
worlds,” the Prince con- 
cluded. 

In 1952 tbe King, then 17 
years old, acceded to the 
Throne, but it wasn't until 
May 2, 1953 that he 
assumed his constitutional 
powers as King of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. 

Despite his young age at 
the rime, the King's dear 
vision, far-sightedness and 
long-term strategies 

enabled him to realise 
many of tbe country's 
ambitious development 
projects which brought Jor- 
dan to the forefront of 
developing countries. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said on the eve of this 
anniversary, that since his 
assumption of constitution- 
al powers, the King has 
encountered and overcome 
enormous domestic diffi- 
culties. and has succeeded 
through his wisdom and 
far-sightedness in dealing 
with issues of regional and 
international nature that 
had direct or indirect effect 
on Jordan and the Arab 
region. 

The agency continued, 
saying that the Palestine 
question has always 
remained the King’s major 
pre-occupation at the 


(Continued on page 3) 

Another car 
set ablaze 
in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A car 
exploded in a parking la of the 
Jerusalem Hod Thursday 
night, causing slight damage to 
four other cars, but leaving no 
casualties. 

A source at the Amman 
police department said Friday 
that “around 1U5 pm Thurs- 
day, there was an explosion in a 
privately-owned white Vblvo. 
Iicence-plaie number 15766 
which was parked in the park- 
ing la of tbe Jerusalem Hotel 
in Al Rashid district of 
Amman.” 

Tbe source confirmed that 
although the Volvo was 
severely damaged and four 
other cars were slightly dam- 
aged, there were no casualties.” 

According to die source “the 
police are holding an enquiry 
and the investigations are con- 
tinuing” 

Tte Associated Press stud 
that no people ■were in the park- 
ing lot at the time of ihe explo- 
sion, although the four-star 
hotel was fully occupied. 

On Wednesday, former Jor- 
danian intelligence chief 
Mohammad Kilani told 
Agence France Presse that 
unknown assailants had set fire 
to his car outside his hone the 
previous night. 

The agency quoted Mr. 
Kilani as saying that “I beard 
an explosion at about quarter 
past midnight and by the time 
the police arrived flames lad 
engulfed the whole can" Mr. 
Kilani told the agency that the 
police were examining tbe car. 
Tbe explosion left a Kkm- 
timetre deep crater in the road. 

Ml Kilani who served as an 
intelligence chief in the 1950s 
and 1960s tfid not accuse any 
one in particular far the anack. 
A car belonging to Abdul 
Rahim Kilani, one of Mr. 
Kilam's sons, was set alight in 
April last yean Tbe explosions 
arc an anomaly in a country 
known for its security in an oth- 
erwise volatile region. 


King, Tunisian president review 
regional issues, bilateral relations 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday returned home 
from Tunisia where he 
held talks with Tunisian 
President Zein Al Abedine 
Ben Ali and senior 
Tunisian officials. 

King Hussein's talks 
with the Tunisian presi- 
dent focused on current 
efforts to revive the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

The King and the 
Tunisian president re- 
viewed prospects of break- 
ing the deadlock in tbe 
peace process. 

The two sides expressed 
their support for the Amer- 
ican initiative and wel- 
comed tbe Palestinians' 
acceptance of the U.S. 
proposal. 

King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Ben .Ali called for 
exerting efforts to push the 
peace process forward, 
particularly on the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli track which 


is passing through a criti- 
cal stage. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed current Arab 
affairs, particularly the 
efforts being made to alle- 
viate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people. 

They called on all con- 
cerned parties to honour 
their commitments 

towards full implementa- 
tion of the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions as 
well as the agreements 
sinned between Iraq and 
the U.N. 

King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Ben Ali reviewed 
means of strengthening 
Arab solidarity and acti- 
vating joint Arab action 
for the benefit of the com- 
ing Arab generations. 

Their talks also touched 
upon bilateral relations 
and means of promoting 
them further in various 
fields. 

King Hussein was 


received upon his return 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, King Hus- 
sein's personal representa- 
tive, Royal family mem- 
bers; speaker of the Sen- 
ate, Zeid Rifai; speaker of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, Sa’d Haye! Srour; 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Services, Minister of 

Administrative Affairs and 
Development Affairs and 
Minister of Information 
Abdullah Ensour, the 

King's special adviser. 
Salah Abu Zeid; and senior 
civil and military officials. 

King Hussein's visit to 
Tunisia was the third leg 
of a tour which also took 
him to Germany and Den- 
mark where he held talks 
with officials of both 
countries. 


In historic meeting 

European states commit 
to strict budget discipline 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
European Union finance 
ministers on.. Friday 
approved a declaration 
committing single curren- 
cy participants to tight 
budget discipline, officials 
said. 

Under the declaration, 
the euro-zone countries 
will begin in July to col- 
lectively review each 
other's budgets in line 
with the principles of a 
Stability Pact agreed last 
year. 

Under the pact, once tbe 
euro is launched on Jan. 1, 
1999. countries that allow 


their budget deficits to rise 
above a ceiling of three per 
cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) will be 
liable for huge fines. 

The declaration calls on 
euro-zone countries to 
take advantage of the cur- 
rent economic upturn to 
work towards the objective 
of budgets that are “close 
to balance or in surplus." 

It also urges countries 
with high debt levels to 
step up their efforts to cut 
their debt-to-GDP ratio. 
But it stops short of creat- 
ing an obligation for coun- 
tries like Belgium and 


Italy to use budgetary sur- 
pluses or any fiscal wind- 
falls exclusively for debt 
reduction. 

This had been demanded 
by Germany but it was 
fiercely opposed by France 
as an unacceptable restric- 
tion on national govern- 
ments’ ability to authorise 
job-creation or other 
spending programmes. 

The declaration also 
commits euro participants 
to structural reforms of 
their labour markets as the 
key to cutting unemploy- 
ment in the single currency 
zone. 





With 45 years 

of construction and progress ever 
since your Majesty assumed your 
constitutional powers, 

Arab Bank wishes yen* a happy 
atmimrsary and a prosperous life. 
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Palestinian official sees little for 
Israelis to celebrate without peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP'i — A top Palestinian 
official said he saw little for 
Israelis to celebrate on the 50th 
anniversary of the declaration 
of the Jewish stare Thursday in 
the absence of a peace settle- 
ment with the Palestinians. 

"1 don’t think anyone can 
really celebrate deep inside 
himself, especially among... 
the Jewish people, with the 
uniqueness of their values and 
their history if they just close 
their eyes and celebrate.” 
Palestinian chief negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said. 

He said Israelis should not 
seek to conceal the fact that 
'“30 metres or 100 metres or 
one kilometre or 50 kilometres 


from their home, there exists a 
tragedy, a bleeding one, a cata- 
strophe of seven million Pales- 
tinians.” 

He urged Israelis to remem- 
ber that as they celebrated their 
50th anniversary, Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip were restricted to their 
home towns by an Israeli clo- 
sure imposed for the four main 

days of the celebrations. 

“While Israelis are celebrat- 
ing there are three million 
Palestinians under siege in the 
West Bank and Gaza," he told 
the U.S.-based satellite televi- 
sion CNN. 

“And the Palestinians are 
thinking of this international 
system that gave a people a 


solution at their expense, that 
gave Israel a state at the 
expense of Palestine and the 
Palestinians.” 

Mr. Erakai said he felt sure 
“the majority of the Israelis 
want nothing more than the 
success” of the Middle East 
peace process. 

He urged the Israeli govern- 
ment to make use of the 12 
months remaining before the 
deadline set by the Oslo agree- 
ments for the completion of 
talks on a final settlement. 

“1 think that we have 12 cru- 
cial months separating us 
between now and May 4, 1999 
— I hope that we can remedy 
the situation by a negotiated 
settlement,” he said. 


“I hope thai [Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin] 

Netanyahu will read die agree- 
ments. or at least give them a 
chance-, we want to be a part- 
ner with Israel when we 
declare our Palestinian state.” 

But he repealed Palestinian 
threats to declare a stare unilat- 
erally if one was not agreed 
through negotiation with die 
Israeli government. 

“If Mr. Netanyahu insists on 
his policy of non-compliance 
with the agreements signed— 
and being a prime minister of 
the settlers and extremists, I 
think we are left with no option 
but to declare our Palestinian 
state [unilaterally] on May 4, 
1999 "he said 


Gore vows another 50 years of 
support at Israel’s jubilee fete 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore vowed 
another 50 years of U.S. sup- 
port for Israel Thursday as he 
took part as guest of honour in 
the festivities marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Jewish 
stare. 

But Mr. Gore's two-day visit 
was equally taken up with Dy- 
ing to convince Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu to 
back down on his rejection of 
U.S. compromise proposals 
for saving the Palestinian 
peace process. 

Mr. Gore was welcomed at 
an official reception by a lull 
military honour guard army 
band and senior Israeli offi- 
cials including Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai and 
hardline Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon. 

In a brief address. Mr. Gore 
hailed the accomplishments of 


the Jewish people over the past 
half century. 

“From the ashes of the Holo- 
caust arose the phoenix of the 
state of IsraeLT he said 

In his only allusion to the 
troubled peace process, Mr 
Gere continued: “We will pray 
with you that as Israel faces its 
next 50 years, these uncertain 
times will yield to certain 
truths, and tire most important 
among these is that as Israel 
fulfils its destiny, the United 
States will never let you stand 
alone." 

Mr. Netanyahu praised Mr. 
Gore as “one of tire great 
friends Israel has in tire world” 
and pledged that Israel was 
striving “to complete the circle 
of peace around us." 

‘it is not easy going, but it is 
an inexorable path which we 
are determined to complete 
and complete successfully. We 


seek your assistance ” he said 

Mr. Gore was scheduled to 
hold further talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu and other govern- 
ment ministers Friday focus- 
ing on tire Palestinian peace 
process. 

Thursday night Me Gore 
was the guest of honour at a 
gala outdoor spectacle. Jubilee 
Bells, climaxing the anniver- 
sary of tire proclamation of 
Israel's creation on May 14, 
1948. 

“My heart and the hearts of 
all Americans beat with you 
tonight." Mr. Gore told specta- 
tors to rapturous applause. 

No foreign head of state or 
government attended the 
jubilee festivities in what 
many saw as a sign of interna- 
tional displeasure with the 
more than year-long stalemate 
in peace talks with the Pales- 
tinians. 


Israeli helicopter raid targets 
Hizbollah in southern Lebanon 


TYRE (AFP) — An Israeli 
helicopter raided Friday foe 
outskirts of a village in 
southern Lebanon amid 
clashes between Israeli sol- 
diers and foe Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement, Hizbollah, 
police said 

The gunship fired two au- 
to-surface missiles at 4:20 
p.m. into a valley near foe 
village of Mansoureh. south 


of foe port city of Tyre, 
police said 

The raid came as Israeli 
soldiers and Hizbollah fight- 
ers exchanged fire in nearby 
locations in foe western sec- 
tor of foe Israeli-occupied 
border zone of southern 
Lebanon, police said 

The clash erupted after 
Hizbollah fighters fired 
around 20 mortar rounds on 


positions occupied by Israeli 
forces and their allied South 
Lebanon Army militia in 
Blat-Hardon and Radar in 
the western sector of foe 
occupied zone. 

Israeli artillery also retali- 
ated by firing 30 shells north 
of the border zone, police 
said 

There were no reports on 
casualties. 


Hamas 
will strive 
not to defy 
Arafat’s 
PNA — 


Yassin 


QOM (AFP) — The Palestin- 
ian Islamic Resistance Group 
(Hamas) will “do its best” to 
avoid a confrontation with tire 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) of Yasser Arafat, the 
movement’s spiritual “guide” 
said here. 

“In older to foil the conspir- 
acies of foe enemies of the 
Muslims, Hamas will do its 
best to avoid a confrontation 
with foe self-rule Authority,” 
tire Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin as saying on Thursday 

Sheikh Yassin was speaking 
at a meeting with teachers and 
students at the school of the- 
ology in Qom. a Shiite holy 
city south of Tehran. He was 
alluding to recent differences 
between Hamas and tire PNA 
over the death at the end of 
March of Hamas bomb 
expert Mohieddin Sharif. 

According to the PNA 
Sharif was shot dead by rivals 
within the Hamas military 
wing, the IzzedineAl Qassam 
group, because he had refused 
to carry out an anti-Israeli 
attack. 

Hamas denied tins, instead 
accusing Israel of killing 
Sharif with the complicity of 
the PNA 


Arafat to consult with Mubarak on eve of London meetings 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat arrives here Sun- 
day for last-minute consultations with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
ahead of crucial talks in London 
aimed at saving foe peace process, 
officials said Friday. 

Mr. Arafat will fly inro Cairo from 
Gaza en route to London, where U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 


will meet separately with Mr. Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Monday. 

Ms. Albright will seek to gain agree- 
ment on completing implementation 
of long-stalled interim peace agree- 
ments between Israel and foe Pales- 
tinians so foe two sides can begin 
negotiations on a final peace settle- 
ment for foe occupied territories. 


The U.S. package proposal centres 
on Israel withdrawing from an addi- 
tional 13 per cent of foe West Bank 
and slowing down Jewish settlement 
construction in exchange for security 
guarantees from the Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat has accepted foe 13 per 
cent figure but Mr. Netanyahu, who 
met with Mr. Mubarak on Tuesday, 
has steadfastly rejected foe proposal. 



Twelve injured in May 
Day clashes in 



on Friday, foe 
news agency 


Police chase leftist militan ts Friday during a clash between 
riot police and stone-throwing leftist demonstrators at a 
May Day rally in central Istanbul (Reuters photo) 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — At 
least twelve people were 
injured when leftist demon- 
strators clashed with police 
in a May Day^ parade in 
Istanbul 
Anatolia 
reported. 

Police beat back a group 
of about 250 masked 
marchers who reftised to let 
themselves be searched by 
foe security forces, eyewit- 
nesses confirmed. 

Water cannons were 
employed to disperse foe 
group. 

Ten protesters and two 
policemen were taken to 
hospital. Anatolia said. 

Several people were also 
injured in clashes between 
leftist groups. 

The scuffles broke out 
between supporters of 
groups vying for pole posi- 
tion in foe march, eyewit- 
nesses said. 


The Turkish ldt boasts a 
wide spectrum of organist 
tions and groups that are 
frequently at odds with 
each other. 

May Day marches in 
Istanbul have frequently 
erupted in bloody dashes 
in foe past. 

Thirty-seven people were 
killed and 120 injured in 
May Day clashes in 1977. 

A total of 44 people have 
died in May Day marches 
since, seven of them in 
1996. 

Last year, police 
deployed some 10,000 men 
to prevent clashes. 

Thousands of policemen 
were guarding. foe march 
on Friday. 

Skirmishes also occurred 
in Ankara between demon- 
strators and the police, 
according the NTV televi- 
sion station. No injuries 
were reported. 


Iraqi workers mark May Day with flag burning 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
workers marked Labour Day 
on Friday by burning U.S. 
flags in Baghdad and blam- 
ing foe United States for the 
suffering of their people 
under U.N. sanctions. 

“Down with America, 
down with America.” shout- 
ed hundreds of marchers as 
they torched two American 
flags outside foe central 
Baghdad headquarters of 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP). 

“The inspectors are Amer- 


ican spies.”, foe crowd chant- 
ed in reference to foe U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) mandated with 
dismantling Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction which 
has to give Baghdad a clean 
bill of health before the 
sanctions can be lifted. 

The protesters, led by lead- 
ers of Iraqi and Arab trade 
unions, handed a senior offi- 
cial at the headquarters a let- 
ter to U.N. chief Kofi Annan 
denouncing the Security 
Council decision to prolong 


the embargo imposed on 
Iraq nearly eight years ago. 

The Security Council pro- 
longed the sanction on Mon- 
day" after day-long discus- 
sions of a report by 
UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler that said virtually no 
progress was made in arms 
inspections in Iraq over foe 
past six months. 

“Iraqi workers, and with 
them foe Arab and interna- 
tional delegations which join 
them in foe May 1 interna- 
tional labour day celebra- 


tions, express their extreme 
denouncement and rejection 
of foe Security Council deci- 
sion to prolong the embargo 
imposed against Iraq,” foe 
letter said. 

“They stress that this deci- 
sion is against foe humani- 
tarian principles and the 
rights of independence and 
sovereignty as it leads to 
more Iraqi deaths and sub- 
jects milli ons of them to the 
catastrophes of hunger, dis- 
ease and death,” the letter 
added. 


Turkish-Cypriots not 
hopeful on Holbrooke talks 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Turldsh- 
Cypriot Deputy Premier Senior 
Denkiash said Friday that he 
did not expect a breakthrough 
on foe Cyprus problem during 
key talks here with U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke. 

“We are not hopeful [about 
Holbrooke’s talks], and the 
main reason is policies by foe 
European Union and other third 
parties to consider the Greek- 
Cypriot side foe sole owners of 
the whole of Cyprus," Mr. 
Denktash, son of foe Turidsh- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash. 
said in an interview with AFP 
hours before Mr. Holbrooke’s 
arrival on the island. 

“As long as this continues, 
the Greek Cypriots will not 
agree to resolve the problem of 
Turidsh-Cvpriot representa- 
tion” in U.S.-proposed peace 
talks, he added. 

“The thud sides should 
understand that we are not 
ruled by the Greek Cypriots 
and that we rule ourselves. This 
does not mean recognition. For 
example. Taiwan is not recog- 
nised diplomatically but its de 
facto existence is acknowl- 
edged," be said. 

‘Therefore, the success of 
Holbrooke's talks would 


depend on whether the Greek 
Cypriots would acknowledge 
this fact” 

Serdar Denktash also said 
that be did not dunk an armed 
confrontation on foe island is' 
possible. .... ... . 

- In an newspaper interview 
published Friday, his father, foe 
president of the breakaway 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNQ, proposed the 
creation of a “United States of 
Cyprus.” 

“We can consider the cre- 
ation of a United States of 
Cyprus. We can talk about die 
existence of two states and then 
the creation of a federation or a 
confederation.” Rauf Denktash 
told the Turidsh-Cypriot news- 
paper Kibris. 

Mr. Holbrooke, U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's special 
Cyprus representative, was due 
here Friday evening on a visit 
aimed at resuming dialogue 
between the Greek- and Turk- 
ish-Cypriot communities. 

The Turkish side is insisting 
on political equality between 
the two Cypriot communities 
as a precondition for peace 
talks aimed at reunifying foe 
island after 24 years of division. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


55 Kurdish rebels killed in army offensive 


ANKARA (AFP) — Fifty-five Kurdish rebels have been 
killed in a major offensive launched by foe Turkish army 
last weekend, foe Anatolia news agency reported Friday. 
The army operation, code-named “Murat” was continuing 
Friday in foe eastern provinces of EJazig, Bingol and Mus 
and the southeast province of Diyarbakir. More than 40,000 
troops were taking part in the operation, which foe army 
said was foe, biggest against foe rebel Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) launched its separatist insurrection in 1984. 


Palestinian attorney general resigns 


GAZA CITY (AP) — The Palestinian attorney general 
announced his resignation Friday after a stormy IS months 
in office. “I found many diffi culties working in this role,” 
said Fayez Abu Rahmeh after handing his letter of resigna- 
tion to Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. He refused to 
elaborate. Officials close to Mr. Abu Rahmeh said he bad 
been frustrated by foe Palestinian government’s lack of 
cooperation and unwillingness to carry out his rulings. 


Israeli MP in secret mission to Syria — paper 


LONDON (AFP) — An Arab member of foe Israeli parlia- 
ment, Azmi Bshra. has made two visits to Damascus for 
talks with Syrian officials on secret missions approved by 
foe Israeli intelligence services, foe London-based special- 
ist review Foreign Report said Friday. Israel mainly want- 
ed him to try to obtain information about foe fate of Israeli 
pilot Ron Arad, captured in Lebanon II years ago, it said- 
But he was reportedly also instructed to find out whether 
Syria was ready to accept an Israeli offer to keep its high- 
tech listening post at Mount Hermon on the Golan Heights 
in return for withdrawing foe remainder of its forces from 
foe areas occupied in 1967. Syria’s answer in foe past has 
been no. Foreign Report said Mr. Bshra would make a third 
L visit to Damascus shortly. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Cartoon — Jenny Quest 

15 JO J Wanna Be 

16:00 .....Drama — Neighbours 

16 JO Doc. — Ocean Wild 

17.-00 French Programme 

18:00 Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19 JO .News headlines 

19:35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 

20:00 Cinema. Gnema 

20:30 Prism 

21:10 Drama — Sirens 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Feature film — “R.S.VJ 3 ’' 
23:59 Comedy — “Are You 
Being ServedT 

00:30 End of XX. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:20 Fajr 

05:45. (Sunrise) Duba 

12:33 Dhtihr 

16:12 'Asr 

19:20 Maghreb 

20:46....- ‘Uba 
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DEPARTURES 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 


4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65897 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
Hie Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The FngKsh - T angiqg p 

CatboDc Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 77 1 331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart - 
menl of Meteorology 
There will be a gradual rise in 
temperatures over the next 
days becoming warm during 
the day and fine at night. 
Winds will be easterly to 
southeasterly moderate. It 
Aqaba, it will be relatively 
warm and dusty, winds 
northerly moderate to active, 
and seas calm. 


Dr Khalil Jhali 740740 

Firas pharmacy -.5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

A1 Asema phannacr....4637Q55 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
A1 Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -4644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

CRB ED: 

Dc AhmadQanu 281484 


MixL/Max. temp. 

Amman 11/28 

Aqaba 18/36 

Deserts .08/30 

Jordan Valley 15/33 


A! Quds pharmacy — ) 
ZAJRQA: 

Dr. WafidHalaseh 982799 

Khalifeb pharmacy .985417 


Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 3661 101 

Jordan Television — 77311 1 

Radio Jordon .774111 

Water Authority .5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co. 46363S1 

RJ Flight Information.. 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ..44-53200 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govt. 


Zarqa 


Hospital 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 

- 1.09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital. 109)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 


ARRIVALS 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yestertlay's high temperatures: 
Ammon 27 Aqaba 35 Humidi- 
ly readings: Amman 20 per cent, 
Aqaba 22 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Food Control Centre 463711 1 

Cnil Dderce Depanmoa _?66I 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue..- 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.-.. 199 
Rescue Brice 191462m 1 . 4637777 

Fire Brigade —4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre far Heart and Spe- 
cial Sugery 592 1199 
Tlv Islamic. Abdli —,-5666131/7 


[RBrD: 

Princess 

.<09)990990 

Basina Hospital 
....<02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

Ibn AI 

Nafees Hospital 
—402)247100 


Hussein Medical GanreTeL 836813. 
S56856 

Luzmila 4630195 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Haya 


Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJJ Flights 

08:15 — Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

10:05 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

1030 KarachLDubai(RJ) 

1(H50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

U:25 -Colombo (RJ) 

15:35 ..New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

20:25 Lvon (add) (RJ) 

22^5 — Madrid (add) (RJ) 

23:40 . — Frankfort (RJ) 

23:59 Paris (add MRJ) 

01:00 -...Bangkok (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

08:00 ...Aqaba, Lyon (add) (RJ) 

11:05 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

11:45 — .Berlin, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:20 .Milan, Brussels (RJ) 

12 JO Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
13:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 
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13:15 Cairo (RD 

^Sio/ngi on 

14:00 „ «Londoi(W) 

21:10 Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

21:20 Bombay (RJ) 

21:2ft TflHrfah /RJ) 

22rf)0 ....Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 



NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De WaEdAlMasri ^5675485 
Dc Mahmoud ‘Anar ^-.8S8883 
Dc Jum'aAbuDhiab .^758848 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. .5661176 

^^&SeweiqgfCcrrTte» 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plain ls .787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 


Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

AJrileh Maternity.. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malbas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 3664164/6 

Italian. AUMuhajreen 77710J/3 

Al-Boshir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka S9I6I1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44)523250. 


Other Flights 

06:05 London. Damascus (BA) 
14:10 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

15.-05 Vienna (OS) 

18:00 .. — Dubai. Muscat (EK) 

1*00 ^Paris (AF) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

2335 Cairo 

23:40 — Amsterdam <KL) 

23:40 -Beirut (ME) 

01:05 London, Damascus (BA) 

02:05 — -Belgrade (JU I 

03:00 — .RomeiAZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10^0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
tad proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


01:30 ..^Aqaba, Paris (add)(RD 


Other Flights 
07riW 


.Beirut (ME) 


07:35 _Damascns, London (BA) 
15:00 Abu Dhabi, Bahian 

15^0 Vienna (OS) 

IShOO Dubai (HK) 


00:40 ..Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

13:10 Belgrade (JU) 

04:00 _Rtxne(AZ) 


23^5 Aqaba (Marka Airpon) (RW) 


Reyal Wings (RW) 

08. "00 Aqaba (from Marks Air - 
port) (RW) 

21-JO Aqaba (from QAIA)#W 
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‘Can’aan’ — an 
opera 3,400 years 
in the making 






1 .r: 

■ — .* ;* r- • # 


By Jean-Oaude EBas 

Special 10 the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — . He was already 
known for his bold writing of 
contemporaty classical oriental 
music. He is back with a major 
work, ok that could truly 
mark the world of music ar this 
end of millennium and the 
beginning of the thin! one: 
‘■Can’aan," a life-size opera 
with a most unusual libretto. 

Patrick Lama, the French- 
Jordanian composer from 
Jerusalem, is a rare bird. 
Indeed, 1 he may be the only 
musician with such an original 
and rich cultural blend. "The 
son of the celebrated Palestin- 
ian musician and organist 
Augustine Lama, he was 
trained in the purest occidental 
tradition of classical music. 

Living in France now, he is 
relentlessly exploring new 
ways to integrate the oriental 
spirit of his musical heritage 
with the occidental forms that 
have become his. 

Lama is not hying to please 
or to write commercially 
acceptable music. Ratter, he is 
pursuing a mission in which he 
strongly believes: composing 
truly original modem classical 
music, taking into considera- 
tion his Middle Eastern ori- 
gins. Before all he rejects the 
easy, shallow artifice that some 
use when they pretend they are 
giving a modem face to old tra- 
ditional structures. 

In an interview with the Jor- 


dan Tunes last week in 
Amman, he insisted that there 
is no contradiction between the 
traditional and the new. provid- 
ed one treats one’s heritage 
with knowledge and respect. 

His performance in Amman 
in 1992 of "The River and 
Death” remains an unforget- 
table event. Lama wrote and 
played the finest piano score 
for a poem by the Iraqi poet 
Badr Shakeb A1 Sayyab. It was 
sung by soprano Tania-Tamari 
Nasir. 

Other performances in 
France have since confirmed 
both the mastery and the origi- 
nality of Lama's compositions, 
and his superior technique. 

The opera “Can’aan" is 
based on poems from Ugarit, 
the famous archaeological site 
discovered in 1929 in northern 
Syria, near the city of Lattakia. 
The discovery of Ugarit and 
the writings that were found 
there had a major impact on 
knowledge of the regions his- 
tory. Dating to the 14th century 
B.C., they shed a new light on 
many an aspect of the civilisa- 
tion of the whole area. 

Patrick Lama’s choice of the 
Ugaritic poems as a starting 
point for his opera was moti- 
vated by their importance, 
from the cultural point of view, 
by their originality and, the 
composer insisted, by their 
absolute artistic beauty. 

The French conductor 
Amaud Petit was immediately 
captivated by Lamas score 



Patrick Lama while in Amman (Photo by 
Jean-Claude Elias) 


and by the text of the poems. 
“The texts seem intrinsically 
made for music,” he explained. 

“Can’aan” is written for a 
42-piece orchestra comprising 
30 string, eight wind and four 
brass instruments. Eight 
singers contribute to the vocal 
pare Four of them, each having 
the role of one god (El Ba'al, 
‘Anar and Alhirat) will inter- 
im the poems in Arabic, while 
the otter four handle the recita- 
tive pans. The opera is 2 hours 
and 30 minutes long. 

Lama has been working full 
time on the project for more 
than four years now. He admit- 
ted that it has taken him con- 
siderable effort, even requiring 
some personal sacrifice in his 
family life. 

But, "this is something I 
strongly believe I had to do at 
any price. It's like a life-time 
achievement for me.” 

Now thar the project is fin- 


ished. Lama is taking a few 
days off in .Amman. 

For the first performance of 
■■Can'aan,’' Patrick Lama has 
approached three different par- 
ties and ail including .Amaud 
Petit, have responded with 
enthusiasm to commission it 
No date has been set yet but the 
first performance will probably 
be sometime in 1999 at a 
venue to be announced. 

Lama explained that a diffi- 
cult task awaits the European 
singers who will have to learn 
the Arabic lyrics. 

The contemporary writing of 
Lama combined with the orig- 
inality of the Ugaritic poems 
sung in Arabic contribute to 
make “Can'aan" a truly unique 
musical work. Both the Arab 
World and the world of classi- 
cal music are holding their 
breath for the first performance 
and the first recording of the 
opera. 


Queen gives keynote address at 
Middle East Youth Summit 


AMMAN tJ.T.i — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Friday delivered the 
keynote address at the 
opening of the Middle East 
Youth Summit in Vi liars. 
Switzerland, outlining to 
participants the require- 
ments of a just and sus- 
tainable peace treaty for 
the Middle East, according 
to a press release. 

“You must build your 
peace treaty on a founda- 
tion of justice by ensuring 
the full human and nation- 
al rights of all sides. More 
specifically, we hope that 
your treaty will affirm that 
the peoples of the Middle 
East have an equal right to 
sovereignty, security' sta- 
bility and progress. All the 
panics to the conflict must 
be able to live in viable 
states — or the Siructure of 
the peace we seek to build 
will collapse." Queen 
Noor said. 

The week-long Youth 
Summit is being held 
under the auspices of the 
Swiss government and 
with representatives of the 
governments of Jordan. 
Egypt, the Palestinian 
National Authority. Israel 
and the United States. The 
delegates are all teenage 
graduates of Seeds of 
Peace, a U.S.-based organ- 
isation Lhat promotes 
coexistence programmes 
for young people from 
regions of conflict. They 
will work on developing a 
declaration on critical 
issues that include Pales- 


tinian ^Litehood. refugees. 
Jerusalem, settlements and 
security, the statement 

said. 

According to the Queen, 
one of the reasons that the 
peace process i\ stalled is 
because Palestinians are 
being “forced to live in -an 
odd patchwork of discon- 
nected land units in which 
they can exercise only par- 
tial rights." a situation that 
violates L'.M Security 
Council decisions requir- 
ing Israel to “withdraw 
from all occupied territo- 
ries and also the principle 
of self-determination and 
statehood for Palestini- 
ans." 

Queen Noor expressed 
her hope that the delegates 
would recognise “an 
essential but often forgot- 
ten component of this con- 
flict... the continued injus- 
tice towards the millions 
of Palestinian refugees 
throughout the region and 
elsewhere in the world." 
These refugees are “men. 
women ar.d children who 
wake up everyday to face 
the rigors of life’ without 
the most basic rights that 
most of us take for granted 
— the right to a nationali- 
ty. a passport, an identity, a 
state, to live in their own 
ancestral homeland, to 
travel freely, to work 
legally, to receive medical 
care and schooling, and 
ultimately to return to their 
homes or be compensated 
for their losses." 

Reeardine Jerusalem, the 


Queen noted that it cannot 
be a city of "God's peace, 
if it is also a city of check- 
points with armed soldiers, 
of bombs on buses and in 
shopping malls, of humili- 
ating travel passes, of vast 
inequities in social ser- 
vices. of destruction and 
confiscation of homes of 
lands, and of illegal revo- 
cation of residency per- 
mits for families who have 
lived there for hundreds of 
years." 

On (he issue of settle- 
ments. she emphasised 
ihai the participants must 
address the “hundred of 
illegal settlements and 
colonies on occupied Arab 
lands." which have rekin- 
dled violence. The Queen 
noted that “violence takes 
root in people who feel 
pushed to extremes, hope- 
less and disenfranchised." 
She said true security 
could only be achieved “in 
the minds and hearts of 
people through confidence 
and trust." 

The Middle East Youth 
Summit will feature speak- 
ers such as chief Palestin- 
ian negotiator Saeb Erekat. 
Egyptian undersecretary 
Osama A1 Baz. former 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. U.N. Assistant 
Secretary General 

Vladimir Petrovsky and a 
satellite address by U.S. 
First Lady Hillary Clinton. 

The result of the Youth 
Summit, which will be 
called the Declaration of 
Villars. will be presented 


to the U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan in New 
York later this month, 
according to the announce- 
ment. 

Seeds of Peace is a sum- 
mer camp in the United 
States for 12-14 year-old 
children from countries 
throughout the Middle 
East and North Africa. At 
the camp they learn about 
conflict resolution by par- 
ticipating in a variety of 
activities that range from 
team sports to theatrical 
plays and coexistence 
seminars. The children 
also travel to Washington 
where they stay for a week 
to meet with the president, 
ihe vice president, and 
members of Congress and 
the Supreme Court. 

Since 1 993. Seeds of 
Peace has brought 
teenagers from the Middle 
East. Bosnia and other 
troubled regions to its con- 
flict resolution and coexis- 
tence camp. The organisa- 
tion plans to launch a pro- 
gramme for Greek and 
Turkish youth from 
Cyprus this summer. 

Queen Noor. who was 
accompanied by her advi- 
sor Lina Toukan. was 
received by Jordanian 
Ambassador to Switzer- 
land Abdul Latif Baowals 
and U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Kurin, the 
statement added. 

See the full text of Queen 
Noor's speech on page 7. 


Workshop on Arab, 
European NGO 
strategies opens Monday 

By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A workshop under the BUNIAN pro- 
gramme will begin Monday in' order to discus's better 
networking strategies and capacity building among 
Arab and European non-governmental organisations 
(NGO s). 

The BUNIAN programme, which was launched in 
1997. aims at coordinating the activities of NGOs in the 
Arab World so as to stem duplication of efforts and 
unnecessary overlapping and to enhance NGO work in 
terms of efficiency and effectiveness. 

“The exchange of experience among these NGOs 
would lead to possibilities of regional and European 
cooperation,” Ulrich Vogt, BUNIAN director, told the 
Jordan Times. 

More than 30 representatives of major NGO networks 
and NGO experts from the Arab World and the Euro- 
pean Commission are to debate issues of cooperation 
and development in their respective countries. 

Participants will look into conditions of NGO work 
including human resources and constituency. Evaluating 
the performance of existing NGO networks, a code of 
ethics for NGOs, and the mutual perception and visi- 
bility of NGOs beyond the region will also be pan of the 
agenda. 

European Commission representatives will speak 
about the concept of decentralised cooperation in the 
promotion of inter-sectoral efforts and strengthening 
democracy at the grassroots level. 

According to Dr. Vogt, who is also the representative 
of the Friedrich Naum arm Foundation in Jordan and 
Lebanon, - this workshop follows recommendations 
made at a previous BUNIAN workshop held in Amman 
last year. 

Experts had then called for “reviewing and reformu- 
lating the relationship between European NGOs and 
Middle Eastern NGOs based on the exchange of infor- 
mation and experiences between equal partners.” 

The two-year BUNIAN project is being jointly imple- 
mented by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation in 
A mman and the International Management and Training 
Institute in Beirut, with the support of the European 
Commission 


what’s 
going on 


; : ; : _ EXHIBITIONS - 

* Wo its by Muhammad AL ‘Amiri at the Jordan Writ- 
ers Association building, Jabal Weibdeh -flteL. 4^21724), 
untfr'May 8." . 

- '*■ -Works by 'Et^dorian ; artist Ohnedo Quimbita at 
Inititiab Cervan tes,- Jabal Amman, until May 12. 


5536098), until May 3. 

y^Worfcs V Yassin AT Mohammadawi.al die Orient 
Gallery, Shmefsani -(Tel. 56S1303M), until May 7: 

-''^Paintings ■•by 1 IjsbanesC^ American artist Etel Adnan 
entitled '“Amst’s' Book of Ait and Poetry” at Darat A1 


__v‘ J^saiuW^axleli,- until May : 21. Also, displaying 
^byjBcriih-based Syrian artist Marwan Bashieoti- 
d Sitite bf- Heads/ . 'and works by contemporary 

ab artists, : 


Increasing numbers visiting psychiatrists despite lingering stigma 


By Munther Murjan 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An increasing num- 
ber of Jordanians, especially 
women, suffering from sleeping 
disorders, nightmares and 
depression induced by anxiety, 
modernisation and an increas- 
ingly bleak future are knocking 
on the doors of psychiatrists in 
search of help. 

But most remain secretive 
about their visits to psychiatric 
clinics for fears that society, 
largely unaccustomed to this 
kind of medical help which has 
become routine in the West, will 
classify them as crazy or sick. 

“Jordanians are now' realising 
the value of psychiatry and psy- 
chiatrists and the role they can 
play in there lives,” psychiatrist 
Garabed Zakaiyan told the Jor- 
dan Times in a recent interview. 

“There are sizeable numbers of 
people from all social classes 
and cultural backgrounds who 
are resorting to psychiatrists and 
numbers are growing year by 
year,” he added. 

“It is not as bad as it was 10 or 
20 years ago,” he explained, 
adding that “women find it easi- 
er to seek psychiatric help.” 

However, fear of being stigma- 
tised by society has forced peo- 
ple to seek psychiatric help 
“with reluctance and in secret at 
times,” added Dr. Zakaryan. 

Mahmoud Abu Danoon, head 
of a state-run psychiatric clinic 
in Amman that opened in 1990, 
agreed. 

“Society needs to grow out of 
the belief that people seeking 


psychiatric help are crazy and 
mad.” he said. "They usually 
prefer to go to ‘quacks' or tradi- 
tional therapists instead of com- 
ing to us, and when they come, 
they usually come late.” 

Jordan, home to over 40 regis- 
tered psychiatrists, has. two gov- 
ernment hospitals for treatment 
of mental and psychologic^]. dis- 
orders. The private sector oper- 
ates two hospitals that also offer 
treatment to alcoholics and drug 
addicts and have attracted clients 
from other Arab countries 
including the Gulf. 

Private doctors charge patients 
an average of JD10 per every 10- 
minute session — a fee that 
makes such treatment too expen- 
sive for a large number of people 
in the country, which has an 
average annual per capita 
income of JD 1.400. 

Patients visiting psychiatrists 
at government centres pay only a 
nominal fee, but clients have to 
be beneficiaries of a health plan 
covering public sector employ- 
ees. Most private health insur- 
ance firms do not cover psycho- 
logical counselling. 

Doctors cite political and eco- 
nomic uncertainty caused by the 
50-year-old Arab-Israeli prob- 
lem and rapid changes that have 
overturned strict social values 
and altered the tightly-knit fabric 
of society as major reasons 
behind growing anxiety and psy- 
chological disturbances. Rising 
poverty and unemployment have 
also taken their toll. 

“Like other societies. Jordan- 
ian society’ has problems that 
require the help of psychia- 


trists," Dr. Abu Danoon said. 

Doctors sa\ they face two 
types of patients: psvchotics. or 
patients who suffer from mental 
instability but refuse to accept it. 
and neurotics, or patients who 
suffer from psychological prob- 
lem such as panic, depression 
and anxiety and different kinds 
of phobias. 

• "Almost 35 per cent of our 
patients complain of neurotic 
conditions while ps\ cholic cases 
form the larger portion of 
patients we receive at the clinic." 
explained said Dr. Abu Danoon. 

Dr. Zakaryan said most of his 
patients suffered from neurotic 
disorders. 

"Anxiety is found more among 
females, especially middle-aged 
ones, while fears and phobias are 
more common among the 
younger generation in both 
sexes." he added 

Doctors believe that rampant 
inter-marriages among cousins 
in Jordan were a ke\ factor 
behind a growing number of 
schizophrenics. Schizophrenia 
passes from one generation to 
anoiher in this case. 

’The number of schizophrenics 
in Jordan is over the 
international average of around 
1.5°? of all mental diseases 
worldwide." said one doctor. 
“Intermarriages are a main factor 
behind that." 

Doctors and officials said they 
could not give the total numbers 
of Jordanians seeking psychi- 
atric help. 

However, many believe that 
the relatively close social struc- 
ture. despite the effects of mod- 


ernisation. religious conser- 
vatism and the common extend- 
ed family structure, have given 
Arab individuals a stronger 
sense of security than in Europe, 
where societies have become 
more individualistic. This, they 
said, has acted as a safety net. 

“In addition, the rhythm of life 
itself is in other ^ 

societies' and lacks' tfre complex- 
ity found elsewhere in the 
world." Dr. Abu Danoon said. 

Both Dr. Zakaryan and Dr. Abu 
Danoon said Jordanian society 
suffers from what they termed as 
a problem — “the tawjihi (final 
high school exams) experience." 

"A lot of tension in the family 
and the surrounding society is 
created around the examination 
time." said Dr. Abu Danoon. 

Many patients said they 
remained divided on whether 
psychiatrists in Jordan have 
helped ease their problems. 

One patient w’ho requested 
anonymity said: “My first expe- 
rience with a psychiatrist almost 
shanered my belief in them." 

“It cost me lots of money and 
the doctor did nothing but to pre- 
scribe anti-depressants.” she 
added. "This even made me fed 
worse as 1 gained lots of weight, 
which in tum cost me extra 
money and effort to get rid of the 
extra pounds.” 

The woman, in her mid-20s, 
said she was on the verge of 
becoming an addict to medica- 
tion prescribed by the doctor 
when she decided to fight her 
depression and anxiety on her 
own. 

But another woman, who suf- 


fered from insecurity and claus- 
trophobia. said her psychiatrist 
helped her greatly. 

“Bv simply talking to me and 
encouraging me, he became a 
confidante and managed to help 
me overcome my weaknesses." 

Many Jordanians have not yet 
come to grips with the murder 
• last month of one of the coun- 
try' *s leading psychiatrists. Awnj 
Sa’ad. a British-educated doctor 
and founder of the Jordanian 
Psychiatrists Association. 

“The impact Dr. Sa’ad's loss 
on his family, friends, country 
and on us has been massive," 
Tawfiq Kanaan. head of the 
association, said in a eulogy that 
appeared in a local newspaper 
last week. “Dr. Sa’ad had an out- 
standing character, was known 
for his straightforwardness and 
honesty, and worked hard to 
improve the standard of psychia- 
try in the country.” 

Dr. Sa’ad, prominent lawyer 
Hanna Naddeh and his son. 
Suheii. were shot dead at the 
doctor's clinic by unidentified 
assailants earlier this month. 

But many of Dr. Sa’ad's 
patients have been angered 
because the General Intelligence 
Department and state investiga- 
tors seized all his files, a move 
they say has violated privacy 
rules though it might have been 
deemed necessary by the investi- 
gation into the grizzly murder. 

Many say they need their files 
as references to be able to con- 
tinue their treatment at anther 
clinic. 


Anani briefs Arafat 
on King’s tour 


Jordan celebrates 45 years since 
Monarch’s assumption of powers 


(Continued from page 1) 

the policies of the Israeli 
government,” Mr. .Arafat told 
the press following his talks 
with Dr. Anani. 

The Palestinians have 
accepted the U.S. compro- 
mise proposals of an Israeli 
withdrawal from 13 per cent 
of the land. Publicly, Israel 
has refused to go above nine 
percent on grounds of “secu- 
rity.” But Mr. Netanyahu 
suggested yesterday that he 
may be willing to consider 
an 11 per cent redeployment 
(see separate story). 

However, there is world- 
wide support for the 13 per 
cent figure and no one, 
including the U.S. adminis- 
tration, is willing to go below 
that, according to Dr. Anani. 

Reportedly, die American 
proposals call for a speedy 
second Israeli withdrawal to 
be followed by a discussion 


of the third and final rede- 
ployment in tandem with 
final starus negotiations — a 
proposal initially floated by 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

Jordan also accepts the 
idea of conducting final sla- 
ms talks in parallel with the 
third redeployment. Dr. 
Anani told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Anani and Mr. Arafat 
expressed hope that the Lon- 
don talks will achieve a 
breakthrough in the 15- 
month stalled peace process. 
Mr. Netanyahu, on the other 
hand sounded less opti- 
mistic yesterday, warning 
that there are “no guaran- 
tees" that the key talks will 
achieve results. 

Monday’s talks are also set 
to tackle the issues of safe 
passage between the Gaza 
strip and the West Bank, and 
the airport and industrial 
zone in the Gaza Strip, said 
Mr. Anani 


(Continued from page I) 

political level, and he has 
spared no effort to defend 
the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

He has always believed 
in. and worked for, safe- 
guarding the Arab identity 
of Jerusalem, sparing no 
effort in his ongoing 
endeavours to heal inter- 
Arab Hits, and he contin- 
ues to work diligently to 
serve his country and the 
Arab nation, and to 
achieve a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 
region. 

On this anniversary, said 
the agency, the Jordanian 
people take pride in the 
achievements realised 
under the King’s reign 
and renew their allegiance 
to the Hashemite throne. 

To mark the happy 


anniversary. Amman 
Municipality has prepared 
a major celebration in 
Amman on Saturday, and 
.Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi. said the ceremo- 
ny expresses the Jordan- 
ian people's joy. 

“The ceremony reflects 
Amman's gratitude to the 
leader of the country and 
his directives that has 
helped develop its various 
districts in which Jordani- 
ans take such pride.” said 
the mayor. 

"Kins Hussein has 
always stood by us in all 
our development plans 
and enhanced our deter- 
mination to work with 
pride to sen e our coun- 
try.” the mayor added in a 
statement to A1 Ra’i and 
the Jordan Times Friday. 

Referring to the celebra- 
tions, Dr. Abbadi said that 


a flower procession will 
set off at 6:00 p.m. from 
the new Amman munici- 
pality at Ras A1 ’Ain. 
Altogether, 25 vehicles 
decked with flowers will 
take part in the two-hour 
procession, which will 
shower candies to the 
public along their way, 
taking them from the 
Third Circle through to 
the Sixth Circle, then turn 
to go down Wasft Tell 
Street, the Sports City cir- 
cle, the Independence 
Street and A1 Nashaa Cir- 
cle, before returning to 
the Amman Municipality. 
Down Town at Ras AI 
'Ain. 

According to Dr. Abba- 
di. folklore troupes will 
hold a series of perfor- 
mances beginning at eight 
in the evening and the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces brass 


bands will play at the 
plaza surrounding the 
Amman Municipality and 
the rownhaii at Ras Al 
’Ain. 

He said that the celebra- 
tions will be accompanied 
by a fireworks display at 
the Amman Municipality 
location, Atjan, and the 
sixth circle districts of 
Amman. 

. Meanwhile, another 
’major ceremony called for 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali w'hich was 
to be held at the Sports 
City Saturday has been 
postponed until Sunday 
afternoon. 

In addition, Saturday 
has been declared a public 
holiday and all govern- 
ment departments and 
public institutions are 
closed. 
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eWorld News 


Starvation reported in 
ibarred Afghan region 


? ISLAMABAD ( R ) — The 
:U.N. World Food 
' Programme (WFP) said 

• Friday it had unconfirmed 

* reports that some 100 peo- 
pie had starved to death in a 

’ central Afghan region, par- 
tially due to a blockade by 
t the Taleban militia. 

; It said tens of thousands 
more could face starvation 
I “in the coming month” in 
l the opposition-held 

5 Hazarajat region, which 
: has been blockaded by the 
i purist Islamic Taleban 
! movement since last year. 

' Taleban negotiators and 
> the opposition alliance 
i broke off peace talks in 
1 Islamabad Thursday night 
. for two days. 

: Meeting sources cited the 
’ Taleban 's refusal to accept 
. an opposition demand to 
| lift the Hazarajat siege as 

■ reason for the deadlock. 

[ The talks, being held 
; under the auspices of the 
' United Nations and the 
C organisation of the Islamic 
; conference, are due to 
' resume Sunday morning on 
J return of Taleban ’s delega- 
jjtion after consulting its 
i leadership in Afghanistan. 

; Thursday's deadlock fol- 
lowed a breakthrough 

• Wednesday when the rwo 
; sides agreed to form a 40- 
\ member peace commission 
v of Islamic scholars, or 
; ulema, to negotiate an end 

* to the 20-year civil war and 
not to object to each other's 

« 20-member lists for that 
1 body. 

! The WFP said in a state- 
i ment issued in Islamabad it 

■ had five missions exploring 
.Hazarajat, a chronic food- 
! deficit region that is home 
: to some 1.2 million people 


“who under best of circum- 
stances eke out a tough liv- 
ing in mountain -clinging 
villages”. 

“The missions, some on 
foot, in trucks or on horse- 
back, have been sending 
back preliminary informa- 
tion on pockets of severe 
hunger, dwindling food 
supplies and empty market- 
places.” it said. 

"They have Filed uncon- 
firmed reports of as many 
as 100 deaths by starvation 
— mostly women and chil- 
dren.” 

The WFP said it was 
gravely concerned over 
growing reports from its 
field missions that “tens of 
thousands of people may 
be facing starvation in the 
coming month". 

The Hazarajat region, 
comprising ' Bamiyan 
province and parts of Ghor. 
War dak. Uruzgan and 
Ghazni provinces, has been 
isolated to the south, west 
and east by the blockade by 
Taleban. which controls 
more than two-thirds of 
Afghanistan. 

The Taleban says food 
supplies to Hazarajat 
would be used -to feed 
opposition fighters. 

The WFP said it had dis- 
tributed some 6.000 tonnes 
of potatoes and wheat in 
early winter to Bamiyan 
and Ghor. “which may 
have allowed a good pro- 
portion of the population to 
survive the winter”. 

“But resupply from WFP 
storehouses to the north in 
Uzbekistan has been 
blocked for months by a 
combination of winter — 
which normally closes all 
but one route — and the 


intransigence of local 
(opposition 1 commanders, 
which precluded passage 
on the remaining road." it 
said. 

After reports filtered in as 
snow melted that food 
stocks were nearly empty 
throughout the vast moun- 
tainous region, the WFP 
issued an appeal ro donors 
lastjweek for $300,000 to 
begin buying wheat and 
potatoes locally. 

The humanitarian aid 
agency said it had been 
opening roads to the north 
and 1 to the west into Ghor 
province to gain both infor- 
mation and access for food 
aid. “In the Lai district of 
Ghor. WFP teams travel- 
ling from village to village 
heard several reports of 
starvation" it said. 

It said its mission in 
Uruzgan province had 
reported “some 3.000 fami- 
lies will be running out of 
food in a matter of days. 
The team now in Ghazni 
advises that 45 people in 
that area are reported to 
have died of starvation”. 

The WFP said convoys 
would head to Bamiyan 
after it could ascertain the 
safety of routes from its 
northern wheat stocks. 

“But even if that passage 
opens. WFP officials have 
warned that such aid will 
be insufficient and only a 
political decision to lift the 
blockade to the south can 
restore normal life and 
trading patterns for the 
people of Hazarajat, as well 
as allow convoys of food 
aid from WFP’s better- 
stocked storehouses in 
neighbouring Pakistan.” it 
said. 


.UK’s Blair marks first year 
in power on poll high 

!- ij - ‘ j . . ... 


LONDON (RV — Tony 
Blair marked his first year 
in power Friday with a 
; warning against compla- 
cency. but an opinion poll 
showed he was Britain’s 
most popular prime minis- 
ter since World War Q. 

* A GaJIup survey showed 
Mr. Blair was even more 

: popular with Britons than 
such illustrious predeces- 
■ sons as Winston Churchill 
and Margaret Thatcher. 

The poll in the Daily 

• Telegraph showed Mr. 
. Blair's Labour Party- on 54 

per cent. 29 points ahead of 
the opposition 

Conservatives and with 
more than double the 13- 
. point advantage Labour 
enjoyed at the election a 
year ago. 

The survey showed that 
Mr. Blair enjoyed a stun- 
, ning 72 per cent approval 
, rating, compared to 4S per 

• cent for Mr. Churchill after 
\ a year in office following 
) the 1951 election and 41 
!per cent for Ms. Thatcher 
j in 1980. 12 months after 

* she took power. 

, Writing in the Guardian 


newspaper. Mr. Blair said: 
“It has been a good start. 
But. as ever, there should 
be no complacency. There 
is a lot of progress to be 
made.” 

He said Labour must 
never forget that it was a 
privilege to be in govern- 
ment 

“We are here not for what 
power can do for us. but for 
what we can do with power 
to help the people we 
serve.” the prime minister 
added. 

Mr. Blair stunned Britain 
with a landslide general 
election victory last May 1 
that ended IS years of 
Conservative rule. 

Friday, even newspapers 
normally hostile to Labour 
were praising Mr. Blair. 

'The most remarkable 
aspect of this administra- 
tion is its genius for accen- 
tuating the positive and 
imbuing the nation with a 
feeling of well-being." said 
the Daily Mail. 

Its mid-market rival, the 
Express, said: “There will 
be difficulties ahead. But 
what we have seen so far is 


'that these will be tackled 
with vigour and with confi- 
dence. 

‘Tackled, above all — 
and as the polls show — 
with the solid backing of 
the people.” 

The Minor — a tradi- 
tional Labour backer — 
was even more effusive in 
its praise of “a man who 
livfti up to his promise". 

“A remarkable start has 
been made,” the Daily said. 
“Now they must get on and 
finish the job” 

William Hague, who 
became leader of the 
Conservatives after their 
devastating electoral 
defeat, said Labour’s suc- 
cesses were built on the 
foundations left by the pre- 
vious administration. 

“This government has 
started out with the best 
economic situation of any 
government since World 
War I.” he said on BBC 
radio. “More people 
believe they have broken 
their promises than have 
kept them." Mr. Hague 
said. 


Apartheid-era generals 
to be grilled on 1993 raid 


CAPE TOWN f AFP) — 
i Two apartheid-era military 

• generals are to be grilled 
| bv South Africa’s Truth 

and Reconciliation 

, Commission on a 1993 
raid in which five sleeping 
youths were killed, the 
TRC announced here. 

; Outgoing chief , of '-die 
J-South African National 
Defence Force General 
Georg Meiring and retired 

* army General Kat 
. Liebenberg have been sub- 
poenaed to appear at a 

‘ dosed-door session of the 
i TRC in Cape Town 
‘ Monday, a commission 
statement said, 
f The raid was carried out 
- by the military on a house 
in Umtata, in Eastern Cape 
province, wrongly 

: believed to be a base of 
' guerrilla group. the 
! . Azanian People's 

| Liberation Army (APLA ). 

f 


The apartheid govern- 
ment at the time, headed 
by former President 
Frederik de Klerk, was 
severely embarrassed by 
the incident, which came 
close to derailing power- 
sharing talks that eventu- 
ally ended in historic all- 

took : 

1994. ^ 

Generals Meiring and 
Liebenberg will be ques- 
tioned on all operational 
orders and instructions to 
the 12-member team who 
carried our the early- 
morning raid on Oct. S, 
1993. the TRC said. 

Transkei at the time was 
head of the now-disman- 
tled Transkei tribal home- 
land. one of four nominal - 
ly-independent states cre- 
ated during apartheid. 

The statement said the 
TRC wants the generals to 
name the people involved 


in the planning of the 
operation and to provide 
details of the intelligence 
reports that led to the 
operation. 

Last month, police 
sergeant Thapelo Mbelo 
gave testimony on the 
Umtata raid to a dosed 
. He was 
Involved in police investi- 
gations into APLA activi- 
ties at the time. 

Gen. Meiring announced 
his retirement last month 
after an uproar over a 
flawed military intelli- 
gence report of an alleged 
coup plot he presented to 
President Nelson Mandela 
before thoroughly investi- 
gating its veracity. 

A judicial commission 
appointed by Mr. Mandela 
later found the report to be 
the “fulminauon of an 
active imagination” and . 

SSrfaacitf ■ 



South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung (right) shakes hands with LIS. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright at the Presidential Mansion Blue House in Seoul (Reuters 
photo) 


NATO expansion ‘buries cold war’ 


SEOUL (.AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright Friday 
welcomed the senate’s rati- 
fication of a NATO expan- 
sion treaty, saying it had 
put an end to the cold war 
in Europe even though it 
still exists on the divided 
Korean Peninsula. 

She told reporters she 
wanted to be "very congrat- 
ulatory about the fact that 
we have actually put an end 
to the cold war in every' 
way now with the NATO 
expansion vote that took 
place in Washington.” 

"With an overwhelming 
vote in the senate, the area 
of security in Europe has 
expanded and a moment of 
injustice has been undone, 
promises have been kept 
and a unified Europe has 
begun.” she told reporters. 

She stressed that she was 
speaking "while in the 
Korean Peninsula where 
the cold war still exists.” 

Thursday, the U.S. Senate 
ratified the NATO (North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation) expansion 
treaty that brings in three 
new nations. . 

Mrs. Albright. who 
arrived Friday for a brief 
two-day visit, also earlier 
said in a statement that 
Hungary. Poland and the 
Czech Republic “will now 
belong to our family in 
fact.” 

Mrs. Albright said she 
was “deeply gratified" by 


the vote. 

She said the U.S. Senate 
vote "sends a message to 
our old and new allies that 
America will cominue to 
defend its interest in the 
peace and security of 
Europe. 

"It will reassure all of. 
Europe’s new democracies 
that we are not going to 
treat them as second class 
citizens in the future sim- 


ply because they were sub- 
jugated in the past ” 

Mrs. Albright is of 
Czech-Jewish origin and 
was a strong supporter of 
NATO enlargement to the 
former Warsaw Pact coun- 
tries. 

The three countries will 
officially join NATO in 
April 1999 at the alliance’s 
50th anniversary su mmi t. 


Kim Dae-Jung 
meets Albright 


SEOUL (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright met Friday with South Korean President Kim 
Dae-Jung. calling him “one of the world's true championsj 
! of freedom.” 

During the meeting between Ml Kim and Mrs. Albright, 
the South Korean president “explained the government's 
new policies toward North Korea, and said the two coun- 
tries should maintain stronger ties to promote peace on die 
Korean Peninsula and East Asia,” a presidential statement 
said. 

“President Kim also asked for U.S. active support and| 
investment to help the country overcome the financial cri- 
sis.” it said. 


' This is Mrs.- Albright's first meeting with Mr. Kim’Srncej 
he rook office in Februarv. 


“This is my first trip to the Republic of Korea- following] 
the election and inauguration of President Kim Dae-Jung. 
And President Kim is one of the world’s true champions of] 
freedom.” Mrs. Albright said. 

“I met him for the first time when I came to Korea as a| 
private citizen in the raid-1 980s. and I am delighted to have 
the opportunity to see him as president of his country," she 
said at the press conference before meeting with security! 
advisor Lira Doug- Won and Mr. Kim. 

Mr. Kim is scheduled to visit the United States in June, 
but no dates have yet been set. 


Havel 
ready to 
return 
home in 
days 


INNSBRUCK. Ausnia 
(AFP) — Czech President 
Vaclav Havel should be 
well enough to return home 
Wednesday, his doctors 
said, after emergency 
surgery more than two 
weeks ago. 

Doctors at the Innsbruck 
hospital, where the former 
dissident playwright was 
rushed from his" holiday 
home in the Austrian Tyrol 
for surgery on April 14. 
said his health was good 
enough for him to be repa- 
triated. 

The return to Prague will 
probably be by air ambu- 
lance. they added. 

Thursday Ernst Bodner, 
who carried out the opera- 
tion on Mr. Havel. 61. to 
repair a perforated intes- 
tine. said Mr. Havel was 
continuing "to recover 
without problems ” 

The Czech president, 
who has undergone a series 
of other minor operations 
since the emergency 
surgery, has begun eating 
solids, can get out of bed 
and has daily physiothera- 
py sessions. 

Earlier this week, doctors 
fitted a device to help him 
speak more easily. He has 
also had tracheotomy and 
undergone procedures to 
help his breathing, weak- 
ened since a 1996 opera- 
tion to remove a rumour 


Tibetan protester cremated 
amid anti-Chinese rallies 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
Tibetan, who set himself on fire 
to protest police breaking up a 
marathon hunger strike here, 
was cremated Friday in north- 
ern India amid anti-Chinese 
rallies, witnesses said. 

Tibetans took to the streets 
during the cremation of 
Thupten Ngodub. who died in 
New Delhi Wednesday of 100- 
per cent bums. 

The cremation, attended by 
thousands of Tibetans, was 
held in Dharamsala. the north- 
ern Indian hilltop base of che 
Tibetan spiritual leader the 
Dalai Lama, witnesses said. 

The Tibetan Youth Congress 
(TYC). which sponsored the 
marathon hunger strike, said an 
estimated 5.000 people includ- 
ing Buddhist monks. Tibetan 
women and children were 
marching on the streets of 
Dharamsala. 

“They are shouting anti- 
Chinese slogans and demand- 
ing immediate U.N. interven- 
tion in Tibet." said TYC leader 
Perm Lundhup from 
Dharamsala. which is also the 
headquarters of the Tibetan 
govemment-in-exile. 

“Several protesters have 
fainted... But so far there has 
been no violence." he said, 
adding the protests began dur- 
ing the funeral of the 50-year- 
old Ngodub. 

The TYC. which opposes the 
Dalai Lamas non-violent 

struggle for Tibet’s freedom, 
said a memorial would h; built 
for Ngodub. a former soldier of 
a Tibetan unit of the Indian 
army. 

Ngodub is the first Tibetan to 
immolate himself in protest 
against China's 1951 occupa- 
tion of TibeL 

Mr. Lundhup said all 

Tibeian-owned business estab- 
lishments. schools and colleges 

t HBBi l fcfr is ; - 


Dharamsaia. which is also a 
popular tourist spot in India. 

The TYC, meanwhile, reject- 
ed appeals of the Tibetan gov- 
ernment to end the Delhi 
hunger strike. 

“There is no question of call- 
ing off the hunger strike at this 
juncture." said a spokesman of 
the 10.000-raemberTYCinthe 
Indian capital 

He said the hunger strike, 
which began on March 10. 
would continue at an old obser- 
vatory in New Delhi. 

T.C. Tethong. information 
minister in the Tibetan govem- 
ment-in-exile, appealed 
Thursday for the TYC to call 
off the hunger strike. 

Mr. Tethong said an aggres- 
sive anti-China campaign by 
the TYC could turn the interna- 
tional community away from 
the non-violent independence 
struggle. 

“The sympathy and support 
of the international community 
is with us because of the Dalai 
Lama’s non-violent struggle, 
which we do not want to see 
frittered away" he said. 

Ngodub set himself on fire 
Monday when the police 
dragged away three hunger 
strikers to a hospital. In a previ- 
ous action last Sunday, three 
■protesters were removed from 
the observatory. 

Five Tibetans took up the dis- 
rupted hunger strike. 

Chinese troops invaded Tibet 
in 1951. The Dalai Lama and 
some 100.000 Tibetans fled to 
India after Beijing crushed an 
anti-Chinese uprising in Tibet 
in 1959. 

The Dalai Lama, who is cur- 
rently in the United States, 
while speaking to a New York 
audience said Thursday that he 
told Ngodub during a visit to 
die Delhi hospital that he 
should not carry' any animosity 
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Danish premier 

presses for yes vote on 
Amsterdam Treaty 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) 
— Danish Prime Minister 
Poul Nyrup Rasmussen 
Friday urged a “yes” vote 
in a coming referendum 
on the Amsterdam Treaty, 
amid . signs that public 
support is wilting because 
of labour unrest 

In a May Day address in 
the city of Ballerup, just 
west of Copenhagen, Mr. 
Rasmussen stressed dial 
the new EU treaty was 
“fundamental to the 
fixture of Denmark” in 
Europe. 

A “no” vote in the May 
28 referendum would sink 
the country “into a well of 
uncertainty.'' while sup- 
port for the treaty, which 
Aims to reform the 
European Union and open 
the road to EU enlarge- 
ment. would be a “state- 
ment of confidence” in 
Denmark’s development, 
he said. 

“If the people firmly 
back the government in 
the referendum, I promise 
that we will continue to 
fight for Danish interests. 

“The Treaty of 
Amsterdam is better than 
Maastricht, because it will 
allow us to solve common 
problems and dangers that 
no country can face 
alone,” Mr. Rasmussen 
said. citing the problems 
of organised crime and 
drug trafficking. 

Danes rejected the 
Maastricht Treaty in June 
1992. but secured four 
exemptions at the 
Edinburgh summit of 
December 1992. 

. The exemptions allow it 
to stay out of EU’s single 
currency, joint defence 
and judicial policies, and 
European citizenship, and 
enabled the treaty to be 
approved in a second ref- 
erendum in May 1993. 


Japan’s coalition 
may disband 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Socialists are preparing to 
quit the ruling three-party 
coalition led by Prime 
Minister Ryu taro 

Hashimoto’s Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
news reports said Friday. 

The Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) plans to leave 
the coalition anytime from 
June because of a disputes 
over anti-comiption and 
defence policies, news 
agencies and major news- 
papers reported. 

SDP leaders made the 
decision at a Tokyo meet- 
ing Wednesday, according 
to the reports. New Party 
Sakigake may also leave 
the coalition if the 
Socialists break away, its 
leader Masayoshi 

Takemura said. 

The LDP formed the 
unholy left-right alliance 
in June 1994 with the SDP 
and Sakigake. 

The SDP is seeking left 
wing support ahead of 
upper house elections in 
July. But Mr. Hashimoto’s 
popularity has slumped 
because of the nation’s 
economic slump. 

A SDP senior official 
was quoted by die Asahi 
SI 


'as qi 

himbuii as saying that “it 
is too late if we leave the 
coalition at the end of the 
plenary session” of parlia- 
ment which is scheduled 
to end in July. 

Another senior official 
was quoted by Jiji Press as 
saying: “Senior party offi- 
cials are all agreed. We 
have decided our choice.” 
Immediate confirmation 
of the reports by senior 
SDP officials was not 
available, but a partv 
spokesman said the 

reports were “totally 
wrong.” 

“The executive meeting 
was held late Wednesday 
but they reached no such 
decision," the spokesman 
said. 

Sakigake leader 

Takemura, a former 
finance minister, said 
JThe coalition is formed 
three- parties.^ 


have said the coalition 
would disband even if 
only one of the three par- 
ties leaves the govern- 
ment.” 

A Socialist pullout 
could be a blow to Mr. 
Hashimoto. 

His LDP needs backing 
from the two smaller par- 
ties in the House of 
Councillors, where it con- 
trols 1 1 8 seats out of 252. 
The SDP has 20 seats and 
Sakigake three in the 
upper chamber. 

The conservative party 
has a majority in the 500- 
strong lower house with 
261 seats. 

The LDP upset the 
SDP’s pacifist sentiments 
by signing an accord with 
die United States to 
expand defence coopera- 
tion beyond its territory to 
cope with any future 
regional conflicts. 

While signing the logis- 
tical support agreement 
Tuesday, the government 
sent three bills to parlia- 
ment to legalise the move. 

The support includes the 
supply of fuel and the 
transport of soldiers for 
U.S. forces in “areas sur- 
rounding Japan” when the 
country’s peace and secu- 
rity is threatened. 

SDP leader Takako Doi 
has previously hinted at 
her party’s departure from 
the alliance. “Reliable 
relations among the three 
parties have faded,*' Mrs. 
Doi said. “We have to 
make an - unavoidable 
decision." 

Former Prime Minister 
Toraiichi Murayama of 
the SDP also said: “We 
have to consider anti-LDP 
sentiments held by our 
local support groups 
ahead of upper house 
elections.” 

The SDP and the 
Sakigake have demanded 


* 


A survey published 
Friday in the economic 
daily Boerson showed 
support for the 
Amsterdam Treaty had 
dropped in April, appar- 
ently bearing out govern- 
ment fears that labour 
unrest could .breed anti- 
European sentiment 

The survey of 1,182* 
people showed support 
for the treaty at 42 per 
cent down 4.6 percentage 
points from the previous 
month. 

Opposition to the agree- 
ment was up 3.4’ percent- 
age points at 34.3 per 
cent 

The survey was carried 
out April 27-29. coincid- 
ing with the first three 
days of a massive private 
sector strike — marking 
Denmark’s first case of 
industrial action in 13 
years. 

Half a million private 
sector workers demanding 
a sixth week of salaried 
vacation and wage hikes 
went on strike or were 
locked out of their jobs 
Monday in the transport 
construction, manufactur- 
ing and service sectors. 

The latest survey 
showed that workers were 
responsible for the grow- 
ing opposition to the new 
treaty. 

Only 29.31 per cent of 
workers surveyed said 
they would back the 
agreement.' compared to 
42.72 per cent in March. 

Danish unions ’ and 
employers began talks 
Thursday in a bid to 
thrash out an agreement 
to end the private sector 
stoppage before the gov- 
ernment decides to inter- 
vene. 
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But parliament is unlikely 
to enact an anti-corruption 
bill during the current ses- 
sion. . . 
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World News 

Serbs poised to clear 
ethnic Albanian 
outlaw areas 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May 2, 1998 


DJAKOVICA, Serbia (R) 
— Serbian police and army 
forces appear poised to deal 
what they hope will be a 
knock-out blow to armed 
separatists in the southern 
province of Kosovo, 
provincial officials and 
diplomats told Reuters this 
week. 

The international com- 
munity has cynically asked 
us to withdraw our forces 
when they are being 
attacked on a daily basis 
and arms are being smug- 
gled across the Albanian 
border.” Veljko Odalovic, 
the Serbian governor of 
Kosovo, said Thursday. 

“The (ethnic Albanian) 
goal is to move the border 
east by linking Albania with 
the regions of Djakovica 
and Decani with Drenica. 
We are in position to pre- 
vent that, to use serious 
force to e limin ate the dan- 
ger to our border and our 
territory.” • 

The governor spoke as 
heavily armed police and 
army reinforcements con- 
tinued moving across 
Kosovo in a build-up inter- 
preted by many observers 
as the prelude to an offen- 
sive intended to eliminate 
hard-core separatist 

enclaves. 

“Our information on actu- 
al Serbian intentions is 
rather limited but there is 
evidence available to any- 
one driving around - the 
province that their security 
forces are reinforcing most 
ominously ” said a Western 
diplomat who asked not to 
be named. 

“One hopes Belgrade 
realises that any escalation 
of the conflict at this point 
would only worsen their 
already precarious position 
within the community of 
nations, but experience 


Border clashes in areas 
where men and arms ate 
being smuggled into 
Kosovo from Albania occur 
daily, as do KLA attacks on 
Serbian police and army 
positions. 

Serbian forces give as 
good as they get, having 
lolled more than 80 people, 
including 25 women and 
children in March attacks 
on the rebel stronghold of 
Drenica. 

Police and army person- 
nel backed by armour and 
heavy weapons occupy 
Kosovo's strategic high 
ground and are dug into 
commanding ridgelines 
across the province. 
Heavily fortified police 
checkpoints dot the region’s 
main roads. 

But there is a growing 
sense inside Kosovo that 
Serbian forces may soon 
abandon what are essential- 
ly defensive positions to go 
on the attack against areas 
where separatists now oper- 
ate with relative impunity. 

Reporters travelling the 
road between Grebnik and 
Djakovica, which skirts one 
such rebel enclave, 
Thursday saw evidence of 
tracked, armoured Serbian 
vehicles operating in the 
area in addition to a mas- 
sively reinforced police 
presence. 

•Ethnic Albanians in 
Drenica, a large wedge of 
land about 40 kilometres 
west of Pristina surrounded 
by Serbian police for the 
past two months, say more 
police and heavy weapons 
came in this week to guard 
their northern boundary. 

Mr. Odalovic, nsed a huge 
wall map in his office to 
illustrate the separatist 
problem and his govern- 
ment’s likely response. 

He pointed to Drenica and 


shows they are not overly-- to-anotbee4aige-ehuiifc-of 



German neo-Nazis carry party banners during a 
demonstration of the German ultra right-wing party 
National Democrats (NPD) at the 
•VoeEkerschlachtdenkmaT (Battle of the Nations 
Monument) in Leipzig on which anti-Nazi demonstra- 
tors had fixed a banner reading ‘Facism — never 
again’. About 10.000 ultra rightwing extremists took 
part in the rally (Reuters photo) 

German leftists clash 
with police over 
right-wing rally 


concerned .on, That score.” 
^T^mety rr p5r k ^nt 
Kosovo's 1.8 million peo^ 
pie are ethnic Albanians 
who have chafed under, 
harsh direct rule by 
Belgrade since 1989 when 
the province’s amonomous 
status was revoked. - 

Most Kosovo Albanians 
want independence. Serbia, 
under international pres- 
sure, seems willing to con- 
sider granting the province 
autonomy again, a measure 
its majority community 
now reject as inadequate. 

Elected leaders of the 
self-proclaimed republic of 
Kosovo, including their 
“president”, Ibrahim 
Rugova, have been pursu- 
ing independence through 
non-violent means for more 
than a decade. 

With little to. show for 
their restraint, many 
Albanians are arming them- 
selves for self-defence or 
joining the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA), 
whose leaders, having lost 
patience with negotiations, 
now vow to fight for free- 
dom- 


land west of the 
*5?ay ©HriTPriSfiba wee; 
bounded by Grebnik. 
Djakovica and Pec and 
identified both as hardcore 
KLA areas. 

Then he pointed to the 
strip of land lying west of 
Pec and Djakovica along 
the Albanian border where 
most of the men and arms 
being smuggled into 
Kosovo are believed to 
cross. 

“The KLA wants to join 
this border area with the 
region between Grebnik. 
Djakovica and Pec and to 
extend it still further to 
include Drenica," the gov- 
ernor said. 

The KLA goal is to 
move the Albanian border 
east to Kosovo Polje (a 
town just west of Pristina).” 

"Of course we will defend 
our border and our territory 
and all our citizens includ- 
ing Serbs and loyal 
Albanians. No price is to 
high to pay. We are ready to 
reestablish the rule of law, 
to use our power to make 
Kosovo safe for all its citi- 
zens.” 


90 % of Irish police 
in ‘blue flu’ protest 


DUBLIN (R) — Ninety per 
cent of Ireland's police 
force called in sick Friday, 
stricken by an epidemic 
dubbed the “blue flu” which 
is part of a campaign for a 
wage rise. 

“Some people are still 
working and student gardai 
(police) are .being called 
in,” a police spokesman 
said, adding that 90 per cent 
bad reported sick. 

The one-day work stop- 
page. which began at the 
start of the day’s first shift 
at 0600 local time (0500 
GMT), is expected to cause 
widespread disruption on 
one of the busiest holiday 
weekends of the year. 

The action, in support of a 
pay claim, was organised by 
4e Garda Representative 
Association (<5RA), which 
bas urged its members to 
re POtt sick instead of going 
on duty. Police ignored a 
last minute plea from Police 
Commissioner Pat Byrne 
who activated contingency 


plans to provide an ade- 
quate police service after 
failing in his last minute 
appeal to the GRA. 

A spokesman for the Irish 
army said noops were on 
standby and were already 
involved to some extent in 
providing increased pres- 
ence outside certain premis- 
es. 

“We have an increased 
presence outside govern- 
ment buildings and at Tara 
mines which was pre- 
arranged,” the spokesman 
said. 

He said there was always 
some police on duty at the 
Finnish-owned Tara mines, 
Europe’s biggest zinc mine 
and foe world's third 
largest. 

Banks, post offices and 
other businesses have been 
earned to be especially 
alert. Post offices alone are 
estimated to be handling 
about 21 million Irish 
pounds ($29.5 million) in 
pension payments Friday. 


LEIPZIG, Germany 
(AFP) — Around 1,000 
leftist protesters clashed 
with German police here 
Friday, just before the 
beginning of what is 
expected to be the largest 
right-wing rally since the 
Nazi era. 

The counter-protesters, 
who had called for the 
^National -l Democratic 
Party (NPD) rally to be 
•banned,, threw stones at 
police vehicles at a mon- 
ument commemorating 
Napoleon's defeat in 
1813 — a traditional 
gathering point both for 
die Nazis and the East 
German Communists 
who succeeded them. 

The NPD rally, which 
was expected to draw up 
to 15,000 extreme right- 
ists, was due to start at 
the monument around 
11:00 a.m. (0900 GMT). 

Late Thursday the 
memorial was the scene 
of a rock concert staged 
to protest at the NPD 
rally and attended by 
some 8,000 people. 

The NPD rally was 
allowed to go ahead after 
a court Thursday quashed 
a ban imposed by the city 
of Leipzig, which feared 
that the 6,100 police at its 
disposal would be unable 


to deal with the event. 

Other NPD rallies 
planned for Gera and 
Halle, also in the east of 
the country, remained 
banned late Thursday. 

Last year, several hun- 
dred right-wingers 

assembled in Leipzig in 
defiance of a ban by the 
city. They clashed with 
leftists, and police ^rnade 
some 200 arrests. 

The NPD rally in 
Leipzig comes after 
another extreme-right 
sroup, the German 
People’s Union (DVU), 
took an unprecedented 
12.9 per cent of the vote 
in elections in the state of 
Saxonv-Anhalr last 

Sunday. 

Meanwhile, Berlin wit- 
nessed its, by now, ritual 
May Day clashes 
overnight Thursday, as 
young left-wingers threw 
stones and bottles at 
police following a party 
to celebrate the holiday. 

Several police officers 
were wounded in the 
fighting, while some of 
the leftists were an-ested. 

Several thousand police 
have been mobilised in 
Berlin for the holiday, to 
try and keep the violence 
down to a minimum. 


200 Aum followers 
gather in Japanese 
mountains for seminar 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Aum Supreme Truth cult, 
accused of a fatal nerve 
gas attack on Tokyo sub- 
ways, is holding its 
largest gathering since it 
was raided by police in 
March 1995, police said 
Friday. 

Some 200 Aum mem- 
bers is holding a week- 
long seminar that began 
Wednesday ai a camping 
site in Kanagawa prefec- 
ture, 50 kilometres south- 
west of Tokyo, said a 
spokesman for the prefec- 
tural police. 

“All we know so far is 
that there are some 200 
Aum followers in the 
mountain, but we don't 
know what they are 
doing,” the police 
spokesman said. 

The Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun said the seminar 
was aim ed at raising 
money as each member 
had to pay a fee ranging 
from 100,000 yen ($763 ) 
to 200,000 yen to take 
part in the session. 

The spokesman said 


police so far had not 
received any complaint 
from local residents. 

After the 1995 raid, 
most of its leaders includ- 
ing the 43-year-old guru, 
Shoko A Sahara, were 
arrested and jailed for the 
subway gassing that 
killed 12 and injured 
thousands, as well as for 
various other crimes. 

Having been declared 
bankrupt with most of its 
bases shut, the Aum 
appeared on the verge of 
extinction at one point, 
but a recent report from 
the national police 
agency showed the cult 
was regaining ground 
with about 2,000 follow- 
ers and 20 branches 
across Japan. 

Japan's government 
failed in an attempt to 
outlaw the sect under the 
anti-subversive law in 
January 1997 as a legal 
panel ruled it was 
"impossible to find suffi- 
cient reason” to believe 
the cult could still be a 
threat to society. 


Former Rwandan PM 
convicted of genocide 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (AFP) 
— Rwandan former Prime 
Minister Jean Kambanda, 
convicted Friday on six 
counts of genocide and 
crimes against humanity, 
appears on the surface to be 
a timid man. 

Yet he headed a hard-line 
Huru government which 
had overall responsibility 
for the massacre of 
between 500,000 and 
800,000 Tuts is and moder- 
ate Hutus by Hutu extrem- 
ists during Rwanda's 1994 
civil war. 

His conviction, under a 
plea bargaining agreement 
with die International 
Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda, leaves the way 
open for him to testify on 
behalf of the prosecution at 
some of the trials of the 
other 22 accused being 
held in this northern 
Tanzanian town. 

Mr. Kambanda. wearing 
a navy-blue suit and sport- 
ing a beard and heavy- 
glasses, pleaded in French, 
in a strong voice. 

He was arrested on July 
IS last year in Kenya, and 
held under house arcest in 


Dodoma, central Tanzania, 
separated from the other 
accused, who are in a spe- 
cially built U.N. prison in 
Arusha. 

Suspicions that he would 
plead guilty — he is the 
first to do so — were 
aroused last August and 
September when he him- 
self asked that he remain in 
detention, and at first 
refused the offer of legal 
representation. He changed 
his mind in March this 
year, allowing Michael 
Oliver Inaliss of Cameroon 
to represent him. 

.Mr. Kambanda, now 43. 
was interim prime minister 
of the hard-line Hum gov- 
ernment established after 
the April 7. 1994. death of 
Prime Minister Agathe 
L’wilingiyimana. 

She was among the first 
to be killed in the bloodlet- 
ting sparked by the shoot- 
ing down of the plane of 
President Juvenal 

Habyarimana the previous 
day. 

.As prime minister, Mr. 
Kambanda exercised de 
jure and de facto control 
over government officials 


and army officers during 
the genocide. 

An economist by train- 
ing, a slim man who often 
wears horn-rimmed dark 
glasses, be was a senior 
officer with the Swiss- 
backed Popular Banks, 
which served as savings 
and loan institutions, main- 
ly for rural areas. 

That job brought him into 
close contact with 
Rwanda’s peasant fanners, 
most of them Hums in a 
country where before the 
war the Hums made up 85 
per cent of the population 
to 14 per cent for the Tuisis 
and one per cent for the 
pygmoid Twas. 

When multi-party politics 
were reintroduced in June 
1991. he was among the 
first to join the Republican 
Democratic Movement 
(MDR). the party of former 
Prime Minister Gregoire 
Kayibanda, who was over- 
thrown in July 1973 by 
General Habyarimana, a 
fellow Hutu. 

The MDR was particular- 
ly strong in the south of 
Rwanda, where Mr. 
Kambanda hails from. He 


was bom in the commune 
of Gishamvu in the Butare 
region, and the party elect- 
ed" him vice-president for 
the Butare prefecture under 
Uwiiingiyimana. 

When the MDR split into 
moderate and hard-line fac- 
tions — for and against 
negotiations with the then 
Tutsi rebels — Mr. 
Kambanda joined the hard- 
line "Hutu Power” faction 
which was trying to oust 
L'wjlingiyimana. a moder- 
ate. 

The hard-liners who took 
over after 

Uwiiingiyimana s assassi- 
nation were essentially 
southerners, whereas 
Habyarimana and close 
associates were northern- 
ers. 

The hardline government 
was 100 per cent Hutu, and 
included none of the mod- 
erates who wanted to reach 
some accommodation with 
the Tutsis. 

Mr. Kambanda remained 
prime minister until he fled 
Rwanda in July 1994 as the 
Tutsi rebels were taking 
over the tiny central 
African country. 


Indian holy 
man ends 
year-long 
miracle fast 

BANGALORE. India 
(AFP) — A 64-year-old 
mystic, looking frail but 
alert, ended a year-long 
fast for world peace and 
self-purification in this 
southern Indian city 
Friday, with a doctor 
calling it a “miracle.” 

Sahaj Muniji sipped a 
glass of water mixed 
with crushed clove, jag- 
gery and saffron offered 
bv an aide at a temple to 
mark the end of the fast 
while hundreds of devo- 
tees looked on with their 
hands folded. 

Many devotees sang 
devotional songs as the 
fast was ended. A few 
among them scrambled 
to couch the glass as a 
mark of respect for the 
holy man before he 
drank the concoction. 

A doctor. C.R. 
Chelani, said Mr. 
Muniji, a member of the 
minority Jain communi- 
ty who has survived on 
hot water since begin- 
ning his fast on April 30 
last year, had lost 35 
kilos during the self- 
inflicted penance, and 
now weighs 42 kilos. 

Dr. Chelani said Mr. 
Muniji 's condition dete- 
riorated during the fast, 
,fc with his body burning 
up all fat, lipid and pro- 
tein content. Another 10 
days more, he may have 
gone into a coma.” 

The doctor called Mr. 
Muniji’s survival a 
“miracle. It is a medical- 
ly impossible feat.” 

An aide. Manak Chand 
Kothari, said the fast — 
during which thousands 
of devotees from all 
over the country filed 
past the mystic seeking 
his blessings — was “a 
combination of strong 
will power and experi- 
ence." 

Friday, after breaking 
his fast, Lhe holy man 
urged his followers to 
live in peace and shun 
their differences on the 
basis of religion, caste 
and language. 

Known as “Tapa 
Samrat" (Monarch of 
Fasts), Mr. Muniji 
undertook a 201 -day 
fast in 1994 in Bombay. 
His first fast, which last- 
ed 21 days, took place in 
1964 — three years after 
be became an ascetic. 

“He is still alert 
despite losing a lot of 
weight,” said aide 
Kothari. “He talks to 
people ... When people 
seek his blessings, he 
blesses them. The event 
today was a big draw.” 


Russian interior troops 
commander reported sacked 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has sacked the 
commander of Russia's pow- 
erful interior mimsny armed 
forces. Interfax news agency 
said Friday. 

A duty officer at the min- 
istry, where officials were 
marking the May Day public 
holiday, declined to comment 
on the report, which quoted 
unidentified sources. 

Kremlin spokesmen were 
not immediately available. ' 

Interfax said General Pavel 
Maslov, currently acting first 
deputy* chief of the interior 
ministry general staff, would 
replace General Leonty 
Shevtsov as commander of the 
interior troops. Gen. Shevtsov 
would move to the emergen- 
cies ministry where he was 
likely to be a deputy to 
Minister Sergei Shoigu. it 
added. 

Gen. Shevtsov, a former reg- 
ular armv tank commander 


who played a leading role in 
the Chechen war of 1994-96 
and later led Russian peace- 
keeping troops in Bosnia, was 
appointed only last August. 

He was seen then as new 
broom coining in from outside 
to break down opposition 
within the interior ministry to 
Kr emlin demands that the 
interior troops should be cut 
back in the same way that the 
defence ministry was having 
to economise. 

However, there has been 
widespread media speculation 
about a shake-up in the upper 
ranks of the interior ministry 
since the veteran hardliner 
Anatoly Kulikov was sacked 
as minister last month and 
replaced by former Justice 
Minister Sergei Stepashin. 

Mr. Kulikov and Mr. 
Stepashin, then head of the 
Federal Security Service 
(FSB), were both closely 
involved in the disastrous 


decision to send troops into 
Chechenya to crush the 
region’s secessionist leader- 
ship in December 1994. 

The interior troops bore the 
brunt of two years of fighting 
that ended in an ignominious 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Shevtsov said recently 
he had 257.000 troops under 
his command, down from 
440,000 in 1992 but Mr. 
Yeltsin has ordered the interior 
ministry to cut troop numbers 
further. Mr. Shevtsov planned 
to cut his forces to 220,000 
within two years. 

Intended as a force to deal 
with unrest inside Russia's 
borders, the interior troops 
have steadily amassed an array 
of heavy weaponry, including 
tanks, field guns and heli- 
copters. Mr. Yeltsin has 
expressed irritation at heavy 
spending on equipment. 


New U.S.-China communique 
unlikely, says Taiwan FM 


TAIPEI (.AFP) — A new com- 
munique between China and 
the United States is unlikely, 
although a final derision is yet 
to be made. Taiwan Foreign 
Minister Jason Hu said Friday. 

“The U.S. side is yet to deter- 
mine in what form or in what 
kind of document it will state 
its view's after the iU.S.-China) 
summit.” Mr. Hu told 
reporters. 

He dismissed repots that a 
communique — which would 
be the fourth of its kind gov- 
erning Washington’s ties with 
Beijing and relations with 
Taipei — would be signed 
when President Bill Clinton 
makes a landmark visit to the 
mainland in late June. 

“There has been no mes- 
sage... on the change of U.S. 
policy (on Taiwan). H seems 


that there will not be a 'fourth 
communique* he said, adding 
it would be “impractical” Dy- 
ing to explore the content of 
any proposed document before 
the summit. 

Earlier press reports had said 
Beijing might ask Washington 
to pledge that it does not sup- 
port Taiwan independence, 
“two Chinas” or a “one China, 
one Taiwan" policy, nor the 
island's efforts to join interna- 
tional bodies such as the 
United Nations as an indepen- 
dent state. 

The reports bad also said 
Washington would be asked to 
curtail its arms sales to this 
island, considered a renegade 
province by Beijing since 
nationalist forces fled here in 
1949 at the end of a civil war. 

“On the Taiwan issue. China 


will try to get the maximum 
concessions from the U-S.,” 
said Lin Chung-Pin. vice chair- 
man of the cabinet-level main- 
land affairs council. 

But Mr. Lin, citing high- 
ranking Washington sources, 
said that the U.S. would not 
make further compromise on 
military sales to Taiwan. 

Taiwan’s interests were seri- 
ously damaged in the three pre- 
vious communiques signed by 
the U.S. and China. 

The two countries forged the 
historic Shanghai communique 
in 1972 to normalise ties and 
another one in 1979. under 
which Washington formally 
switched diplomatic recogni- 
tion from Taipei to Beijing. 

In a 1982 communique, 
Washington agreed to gradual- 
ly cut arms sales to the island. 


World Bank warns of harder 
times ahead for the Philippines 


Manila iafpi — The 

Philippines could face a 
sharp slowdown in econom- 
ic growth as well as 
increased inflation and 
unemployment due ro the 
effects of the regional cur- 
rency crisis, a World Bank 
report has said. 

“A sharp reduction in 
growth appears unavoidable 
under current conditions of 
tightening credit availability 
and its impact on private 
consumption and invest- 
ment," the report said. 

The report forecast that 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth in 1 998 
would hit only 2.8 per cent. 


down from the 5.1 per cent 
growth in 1997. 

GDP growth was further 
forecast at 3.8 and 4.8 per 
cent in 1999 and 2000 
respectively. 

Inflation in turn was fore- 
cast to rise from 5.1 per cent 
last year to 7.8 per cent this 
year before tapering off at 
6.5 per cent and 6.0 per cent 
in 1999 and 2000 respective- 
ly- 

The report said prices 
would rise as inventories of 
goods and raw materials, 
built up before the regional 
crisis, are depleted. 

“Unemployment is likely 
to rise ... on account of lay- 


offs in the corporate sector 
and slower job creation fol- 
lowing the slowdown of 
growth,” the report said 
without giving figures. 

The prospect of some of 
the four million Filipinos 
working abroad returning 
home after losing their over- 
seas jobs due to the currency 
crisis will also increase 
unemployment. 

The World Bank warned 
that the coming May 11 
presidential election also 
heightened the risks because 
it was not yet certain if die 
new administration would 
follow the policies of the 
outgoing government. 
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Time to side 


with peace 


PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasser Arafat did 
well to accept a U.S. proposal for an Israeli 
withdrawal from about 13.1 per cent of the 
West Bank even though the extent of the pro- 
posed redeployment does not satisfy his peo- 
ple's needs. Jordan's stated support for the 
acceptance of the proposal, as communicated to 
Chairman Arafat by the foreign minister yes- 
terday, is testimony to the correctness and wis- 
dom of the decision by the Palestinian leader- 
ship. 

As a matter of fact the extent of Israeli rede- 
ployments under the Oslo accords should have 
been in the vicinity of 40 per cent of Palestinian 
lands still under occupation. But the 
Palestinian move aims to play to the U.S. tune 
and expose in the process the game being 
played by Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to preempt withdrawal from any 
new area still under his army's control. 
President Bill Clinton is already on record as 
praising the positive and constructive coopera- 
tion of the Palestinian side in the efforts to revi- 
talise the faltering peace talks. His Majesty 
King Hussein has also been warning that the 
Palestinians have done ail they could to 
advance the negotiations and cannot be asked 
to do more. The entire international communi- 
ty has put the onus of responsibility for the 
failure of the peace process squarely on the 
Israeli government. 

Armed with this extra degree of Palestinian 
cooperation. Washington must be able to bring 
more pressure to bear on the Israeli leader 
when U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright meets with him and Arafat separately 
in London on May 4. Netanyahu has inched 
closer to the 13.1 per cent redeployment that 
the Clinton administration has called for by 
seemingly agreeing to 10.8 per cent. But even 
this modest modification has stirred the irrita- 
tion of Minister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon 
who still clings to the notion that anything more 
than nine per cent withdrawal would compro- 
mise Israel's security. It so happens that the 
Israeli minister of defence, Yitzhak Mordecbai, 
and other army generals do not share Sharon's 
gloomy judgement, insisting that their coun- 
try's security stands to be more threatened if 
the peace process collapses. May 4 is increas- 
ingly becoming viewed as a possible watershed 
for the success or failure of the peace process. 
And rightly so. Let us all hope that there is 
enough time between now and then for the 
Israeli prime minister to change his mind and 
opt to be on the side of peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab AJ Ya Win’s Taher Adwan bitterly criti- 
cised the government’s declared intention of selling 
half of the" Jordan Cement Factories Company to “a 
strategic partner" saying this will place the wealth of 
the country in the hands of foreigners who will thus 
control the economy. Adwan said the cement compa- 
ny. which annually earns a JD10 million in net profits, 
does not need a strategic partner in the course of pri- 
vatising the state controlled firms. The writer said per- 
haps some government-controlled organisations which 
have been failing to make profits could benefit from 
privatisation in that the private sector can make diem 
work and earn a profit, but the cement company is 
already making profits part of which can be used to 
Finance factory maintenance if needed. This cement 
company in Fuheis has through its own operations and 
without needing to borrow from any source, allocated 
JD25 million for carrying out modernisation, and so it 
is clear that the company can on its own carry out what- 
ever modernisation of maintenance work that might be 
needed in the future. Adwan said. He said Jordan has to 
leam from the grave mistakes committed by the suc- 
cessive governments which led the country into heavy 
debt and has to consider the interest of the coming gen- 
erations. 


A1 RaTs Mahmoud Rimawi expressed Jordan's 
appreciation of a Kuwaiti government decision to 
release Jordanians held in jail since Iraq’s invasion of 
the emirate in 1990. He said it was thanks to the coura- 
geous stand of Kuwaiti parliament members who criti- 
cised the despicable conditions in which the Jordanians 
and other detainees have been held, that the govern- 
ment of Kuwait was forced to set them free. However, 
the 13 Jordanians covered by the amnesty are not able 
to return home because they are short of a JD5.000 fine 
for their final release, said the writer. It should be noted 
that the Jordanian detainees were held simply because 
they happened to be in Kuwait at the time of the inva- 
sion and did not commit any sin. but they were sent to 
jail and suffered for seven years which should suffice to 
cover any fines or other penalties, said the writer. 
Kuwait can help these detainees to rejoin their families 
and can mend fences with all Arab states by arranging 
for these detainees and others to reach their homes safe- 
ly and without any further delay, Rimawi said. 


Dr. Musa Keilani [«< 
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The Zionist dream is the Arabs’ nightmare 


WHILE MANY Jordanians were keen to attend the big 
reception in Amman hosted by the extraordinary diplomat 
and intellectual Ambassador Oded Eran. celebrating the 
50th Anniversary of Israel’s birth. a majority of people 
here still question the founding of a state based on the 
Zionist goal of “reclaiming the Jewish homeland.” 

Israel is a state that was supposed to be an embodiment 
of Biblical values, humane traditions, democratic ethos 
and respect for the sanctity of life. But five decades later 
we see Israeli occupation forces subjugating Syrian citi- 
zens. torturing Lebanese villagers in the Beqa’a Valley, 
usurping Palestinian lands, and setting an unprecedented 
record in violations of human rights, excluding Rwanda. 

The Zionist dream of a homeland has become a night- 
mare for all Israel’s immediate neighbours. During WWD 
many Arabs condemned the Nazi crematoriums and ghet- 
tos. but none of the futurists ever expected that the 
Palestinians would be forced into similar ghettos by the 
new Israelis. Gaza itself is becoming the biggest ghetto in 
the region. 

Any Arab writer who criticises Israeli practices is 
branded as biased. But the charge of bias cannot be 
applied to the British daily, the Independent, which pub- 
lished an article by Robert Fisk on the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of the state of Israel: 

“At the end of Steven Spielberg's awesome Schindler's 
List, cinema-goers see the Holocaust survivors in present- 
day Israel. Out of the wickedness of Hitler’s Europe has 
come, for this pitiful few. a happy ending. 

Only it wasn’t the end of the story. For as Hitler's vic- 
tims arrived in Palestine to fight first the British and then 
the Arabs for a new state called Israel, the Jews of 
Palestine displaced 750.000 Palestinian Arabs, driving 
them from their homes and property, slaughtering hun- 
dreds in a village called Deir Yassin, whose name has 
been erased by Israeli authorities. It is a fair bet that Mr. 
Spielberg will not be making a film about these 
Palestinians and their tragedy. 

Nor will Israel be reminding the world of their plight as 
it celebrates its 50 years of statehood now. Instead, we 
hear of Israel’s struggle to survive decades of Arab hatred 
and assault, of its battle against Islamic terrorism, which 
includes any Arab who fights against occupation, and of 
its democratic ideals and culture: all this as its prime min- 
ister steadily and deliberately dismantles the peace 
process supposed to end what Yitzhak Rabin called a hun- 


dred years of bloodshed. 

The birth of Israel was supported by millions of 
Europeans and Americans who felt a personal sense of 
guilt over the destruction of European Jewry. As millions 
of refugees trekked across the broken lands of postwar 
Europe, the dispossession of 750.000 Arabs was not going 
to bother the world’s conscience. It helped us to avoid 
answering the terrible question: Why was Hitler permitted 
to exterminate the Jews of Europe? And in a world that 
bad experienced mass insanity, there was something 
deeply inspiring in the image of a rising people creating a 
new land, a people, moreover, who espoused the ideals of 
democracy, liberalism and Western culture. 

And this is what the world will be asked to celebrate 
now: an Israel that created a democracy amid a sea of 
Arab dictatorships, an Israel which successfully fought 
three battles, four if you include the Suez, for its survival. 
Forgotten will be the Palestinians and the 50th anniver- 
sary of what they call their “catastrophe.” They should 
have accepted the U.N. partition of Palestine, the Israelis 
say. The Israeli historian. Benny Morris, has proved that 
Palestinian Arabs fled because they were, with good rea- 
son. terrified for their lives. And the Palestinian refugees 
remain today, with their children and grandchildren, well 
over three million, constituting a permanent reminder 
that Israel was built not just on the dreams of Zionism and 
the Balfour Declaration and the sympathy of the West for 
the victims of Hitler’s evil, but on the lands of dispos- 
sessed Palestinian Arabs. 

It was this dispossession which led, ultimately, to all 
those wars. In 1948, Israel took more than its share of 
Palestine. In 1967. in a war that Nasser obligingly pro- 
voked, the Israelis took the West Bank, and Gaza, and 
Golan and Sinai. In 1973, in a war with fewer excuses, the 
Israelis lost and retook part of the Sinai, did the same to 
Golan, held the West Bank and, within five years, moved 
into 10 per cent of Lebanon as well. In the West, and with 
the help of Israel’s friends, Arabs were meanwhile vilified 
as uncivilised, undemocratic and anti-Western, cartooned 
as hook-nosed greedy and debauched, much as the Nazi 
had portrayed the innocent Jews of Europe in the 1930s. 

Another historic turning point that will not be men- 
tioned in those celebrations will be Israel’s defeat in the 
1982-85 Lebanon war, when its supposedly elite army 
watched as its Lebanese allies massacred up to 2,000 
Palestinians — and then returned before a rag-tag militia 


Israel and ethnic cleansing: The worm at the core 


By Gwynne Dyer 


“THE COMING into being of a Jewish state 
in Palestine" Winston Churchill told the 
British House of Commons in 1948. "is an 
event in world history to be viewed in the 
perspective not of a generation or a century, 
but in the perspective of a thousand, two 
thousand or even three thousand years.” 

By 1948. the pompous side of Churchill’s 
character had completely taken over, but his 
words are enough to give pause to anyone 
writing on the 50th anniversary of Israel’s 
statehood: we don’t know how it's going to 
come out yet. But the past 50 years have 
given us a new context in which to view the 
Israeli experiment, for this is the era of the 
ethnic state. 

At first the phenomenon was called 
decolonisation, and the Zionists who fought 
to drive the British out of Palestine saw 
themselves as pan of the anti-imperialist 
struggle. (So did the Soviet Union, the first 
of the great powers to recognise Israel.! Bui 
bitter experience has taught us that when 
you break the empires up. what you tend to 
get is ethnically-based successor states — 
and a lot of bloodshed. 

It is. in a way. a recapitulation in modem 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East of what 
happened in 19th century Europe, when the 
old multinational empires were broken up 
amid much bloodshed to yield ethnically 
uniform (or at least linguistically united) 
nations like Germany. Italy. Poland and 
Turkey. This time round, however, the eth- 
nic groups fighting for ’self-determination’ 
are often much smaller: Croatians. 

Eritreans, even East Timorese. 

So the question that now presents itself is 
whether Israel’s foundation 50 years ago. 
far from being the unique and cosmicaily 
significant event Churchill described, was 


just an early example of the 20th-century 
fashion of ethnic separatism. And there is 
certainly a case to answer, for Israel’s state- 
hood was built on a policy of ‘ethnic cleans- 
ing.’ 

About S50.000 Palestinian Arabs, over a 
third of the total population, were living on 
what is now internationally recognised 
Israeli territory (within the pre-1967 bor- 
ders)' when the fighting started in 1948. By 
the time it- ended only 150.000 remained. 
The rest had fled — and they have never 
been allowed to return. 

For decades Israeli propagandists insisted 
that the Palestinians fled of their own 
accord, in some irrational mass movement. 
Even if that had been true, it wouldn’t justi- 
fy refusing to let them return, but it wasn’t 
true. They were deliberately driven out by 
an Israeli leadership that understood that a 
state with a big Palestinian minority could 
not be the explicitly ‘Jewish’ homeland they 
sought. 

Assassinated Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was one of the First to admit it. recall- 
ing 20 years ago in his memoirs that the 
50,000 Palestinian inhabitants of Lod (then 
Lydda) “did not leave willingly. There was 
no way of avoiding the use of Fire and warn- 
ing shots in order to make the inhabitants 
march." But those words were never pub- 
lished in Israel. 

The cabinet committee that vetted Rabin’s 
memoirs banned the publication of this pas- 
sage "because it will ruin our claim that we 
acted humanely." Rabin dropped it. but his 
English-language translator had a copy of 
the original typescript and passed on the 
offending passage to the ‘New York Times.’ 

A new generation of Israeli historians now 
discusses the expulsion of the Palestinians 
openly, and hardly anybody in the academ- 
ic or journalistic world denies the reality of 


what happened. (The political world is 
another matter.) But does this act of massive 
injustice at the start never recanted or rec- 
ompensed, define Israel forever as an ‘eth- 
nic state?’ 

The basic rationale of the ethnically 
defined state is almost always the same: we 
cannot be safe/bappy/fulfilled unless we 
live in a state where we are the overwhelm- 
ing majority, and the ones who make the 


rules. Separatist Sikhs andSlovaks and Sri- , nexLd ?y gave a full and the pic- 


Lankan Tamils and even French-Canadians 
all believe that with varying degrees of fer- 
vour. The Zionists who founded Israel were 
all convinced of it — and they had the 
recent horrors of the Holocaust as evidence 
that they were right 

Israel today automatically grants citizen- 
ship to any Jew who wants to settle there, 
while refusing almost all other immigration 
and denying equal rights to the descendants 
of the Palestinians who stayed in 1948 and 
ended up as Israeli citizens. These are the 
hallmarks of an ethnically-based state — 
and 50 years after the deed was done, Israel 
is still haunted by the unpurged legacy of 
the ethnic cleansing that happened at the 
start. 

Meir Pail is a long-time gadfly of Israeli 
politics, a former staff officer who quit the 
army over Israel's secret decision to start a 
nuclear weapons programme in the early 
60s. But the day that defined his life was 
April 9, 1948. when he was an observer 
from Haganah, the main Jewish militia, 
accompanying fighters from two more radi- 
cal outfits. Irgun and the Stem Gang, in an 
attack on the Arab village of Deir Yassin 
just west of Jerusalem. 

His account of the day sounds remarkably 
like reports of the Bosnian Serb militia ram- 
paging through the Muslim villages of 
north-eastern Bosnia in 1992. After the vil- 
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alliance of Iranian-funded Islamists. The Lebanon deba- 
cle gave inspiration to the Palestinian rnofada uprising 
which ultimately propelled Rabin and Sbmon^ Peres 
towards a peace agreement with Yasser Arafat and Kmg 

Hussein. . . , . . 

And all the while. Israel, with help from its propagan- 
dists abroad, its immensely powerful lobby ra the United 
States an annual gift of $1-8 billion from American tax- 
payer* and the pathetic obeisance of journalists (too 
frightened to criticise Israel for fear of anti-Semi tism), 
maintained the moral high ground as well as military 
strength. When the Arabs struck at Israel, they were com- 
mandos, secret agents or, at worst, extremists. 

The Palestinians, of course, have for 50 years been suf- 
fering the cancer of the Arab World, living amid the cor- 
ruption and dictatorship and secret policemen of the Arab 
regimes whom the old Soviet Union and the West sup- 
ported. And across the border in Israel, in the land that 
was taken from them, the Palestinians could see a nation 
which created a functionary democracy for its own citi- 
zens, a comparatively free press, a singleness of mind and. 
a unity of purpose that the Arabs could not match. And it 
is this which liberal Israelis, fast becoming a minority in 
their land, will be hoping to celebrate now. 

But if the cancer of the Arab World is corruption, the 
sickness of Israel remains expansion, the desire to enlarge 
the Israeli state at the expense of its neighbours. David 
Ben-Gurion himself main tain ed in 1948 that his new state \ 
had only been founded in *a portion of the state of Israel.’ 1 
The 1967 victory allowed Israel to build Jewish settle- 
ments across the West Bank and Gaza. Rabin boosted set- 
tlement building before making peace with the Palestine 
Libe rati on Organisation and signing his own death war- 
rant in the process. Now Mr. Netanyahu, far from with- 
drawing, is building yet more Jewish settlements on Arab 
land. 

Partly for this reason, Mr. Arafat’s poisoned agreement 
with Israel is slowly destroying him. The Palestinian dias- 
pora outside the occupied territories have long given up 
hope. Though King Hussein had a ‘peace’ treaty with 
Israel, Mr. Netanyahu sent a killer squad to murder a 
Palestinian militant in Amman last year. 

And so, to the despair of Israel’s friends and the delight 
of its enemies, the Israeli prime minister seems set on 
leading the country into war on the 50th anniversary of its 
birth." 
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lage mili tia ran out of ammunition and fled, 
“the people from Stem and Irgun went rush- 
ing from house to house shooting, slaugh- 
tering, killing and looting....’’ 

“Arab men were taken to an old quarry 
between Givat Shaul and Deir Yassin. They 
lined them up with their back to the wall of 
the quarry and shot them all. I had a soldier 
with me who took pictures of it all.” The 
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tures to the Haganah command. 'tuF they 
were never published. 

Estimates of those killed range from 93 to 
250. not much of a massacre by the 20th 
century’s demanding standards. But Deir 
Yassin became the well-publicised symbol 
of what might await those Arabs who did 
not flee. It remains a potent and sensitive 
topic in Israel today, for if you admit that 
the Palestinians had good reason to flee, 
you open up a huge can of worms. 

More than that, the ethnic cleansing that 
shaped the demography of modem Israel 
undermines the country's claim to moral 
superiority. “Look at it like this,” suggests 
Pail. “You have a barrel of honey and a bar- 
rel of shit. If you take a teaspoon of honey 
and put it in the shit, it won’t change it. But 
if you take a spoonful of shit and put it in 
the honey, the whole barrel is spoilt... We 
have suffered for this until now.” Pail is a 
harsh judge, but he is right. 

It’s no crime for a state to be ethnically 
defined, though it is almost always wrong to 
grant one ethnic group special privileges 
over others. But ethnic cleansing is a great 
and terrible deed that maims both the vic- 
tims and the perpetrators, and it will contin- 
ue to haunt Israel until the Palestinian issue 
is finally addressed honestly. 
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REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE DAILY papers last week high- 
lighted the prospects of declaring an 
independent Palestinian state as 
well as Israel's continued intransi- 
gence on the implementation of the 
peace accords, the looming con- 
frontation between the U.S. and Iraq 
and Jordanian domestic affairs. 


AJ Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek discussed die 
prospects of a Palestinian state 
stressing that its declaration is 
inevitable because the Oslo accords 
expire in May of 1999 when the tran- 
sitional period of self-rule for the 
Palestinians ends and when Arafat's 
mandate as well as the Palestine 
Legislative Council comes to an 
end. The writer said that should the 
Palestinians declare their indepen- 
dent state next year it will still be 
technically at war with Israel unless 
the Israelis and the Palestinians 
reach an agreement on this issue in 
the coming 12 months. However, 
Israel does not seem to be interested 
in the Oslo accords and openly 
opposes the creation of the 
Palestinian state and therefore 
Israeli leaders could resort to again 
occupying the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip triggering a war to which 
Arab states could be drawn, noted 
the writer. He said the Arab states. 


particularly Jordan. Egypt and 
Syria, should lake a unanimous 
decision concerning this question in 
light of the coming London meeting 
to avert future dangers. 

A1 Dustour’s Rashid Hassan said 
the Palestinian leaders' statements 
that the Palestine state will be 
declared in May next year should 
not be a tactical move nor should it 
be a mere threat to Netanyahu to 
force him to comply with the Oslo 
accords. Ample preparations and 
infrastructure work should be car- 
ried out from this minute to prepare 
for the declaration of the Palestine 
state, demanded the writer. He said 
the main Issues that require settling 
with the Israelis at present include 
the release of the 3.500 Palestinians 
held in Israeli jails and a freezing of 
the settlement programme. Also the 
Americans and the Europeans 
should exen pressure on Israel to 
reach a compromise settlement with 
the Palestinians before May 1999. he 
said. It is the right of the 
Palestinians to declare their inde- 
pendent state not only in accordance 
with the Oslo accord but also in 
implementation of U2M. Resolution 
181 which called for the creation of 
separate Jewish and Palestinian 
states in Palestine. 

A1 Arab A! Yawm’s Jawad Bashiti 
said expens have expected the year 
2000 to be a vear in which Israel 


will suffer from a water deficit esti- 
mated at one billion cubic metres of 
water annually. The writer said that 
in light of this fact and due to the 
growth of population in Israel and 
the neighbouring Arab states, the 
Jewish state would not only satisfy 
itself with keeping the Golan 
Heights and southern Lebanon to 
guarantee continued water supplies 


THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


but it could also wage more wars on 
the Arabs to ensure more amounts 
of water. Israel, through its occupa- 
tion of parts of Syria, Lebanon and 
Palestine has secured for itself water 
supplies, and its leaders are not con- 
cerned with returning the Arab terri- 
tories especially the Golan and the 
areas of Lebanon with its Litani 
River water, nor is it expected that 
Israel will withdraw its forces from 
the West Bank because of its water 
needs, said the writer. He said the 
Israelis are not expected to give up 
areas which guarantee Israel’s water 
supplies, and therefore the danger of 
war remains a fact of life. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s Marwan 
Hazine reflected on the coming 
London meeting grouping the 
Americans, the Israelis and the 


Palestinians saying the meeting Madrid conference of 1991, then the 
would only achieve success if Israel Europeans should have a greater say 
responded favourably io the legiti- in steering the peace process. f?-Ja ay^f 
mate Palestinian demands. Netanyahu has been saying that too 
Netanyahu, who withstood the pres- many cooks spoil the broth, but the 
sures of the European community American mediation has gone awry 
and the U.S.. and who showed total and the Europeans should step in 
intransigence with regard to the especially as the Americans are 

Oslo accord is not expected to give threatening to withdraw from the 

in as a result of changing the venue whole Middle East peace process .£** 

of the meetings, said the writer, and are giving up in despair, noted ^ ' ■ n 

Only Netanyahu holds the keys to the writer. He said the Europeans 

the success of tire London parley and the Americans realise too well N 
because the Americans have shown that the Arabs have already .taken 
total impotence and die Europeans difficult decisions and that only real ^ 
resorted to silence so far and did not pressure on Israel can give impetus 

exercise any form of pressure on to the peace process. 

Israel to comply with the U.N. reso- Al Dustour’s Yasser Zaatreh said 

luuons and the Oslo agreements, the U.S. is doing all it can to pro- sSf^ee^ 

continued the writer He said there is voke the Iraqis into committing an 

no poult in holding further meetings action that would justify a military a * 

m London or elsewhere as long as strike on its territory. It has become 

Israel is allowed to defy the world clear from the statements of Richard 

community and escapes any criti- Butler, the head of the UH. arms 

cism of ns actions adding that only a inspection team that he is taking his £(£?*£ 

muack can save the peace process, directives from the U.S. and placing ' 

Al Ra i s Fahed Fanek said the impossible conditions on Iraq and 

^ I mS 2£ C 5£ , 2 a £rcalCr role m fake repons about Iraq's pos- 

^,^ ldd i e ^ ast P rocess 2 nd session of weapons of mass destine- { "■ 
should not give the Americans the r;.%« i : .i * 

priority in this matter especially as 
ti\e U.S. has so far proved a total 
failure in breaking the deadlock. 

The writer said if it is true that the 
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impossible condinrms like demand- 


Sin 9W 


ss (W 

W 6*<. 

Lflftatasv 




'fiS f»w- n 


am 


™ • (CAr** 


^ r. ■ -‘-’itiiccs 

.Vr- - " 2 


'■*Orn 

r.--, v ^ ar soiv 




*y,M 



Features 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May 2, 1998 


3 - Ihe Leh 
nia " inii^fe 
:1 and Si£*i 

“ tir Arai> /t. 

1 "Midi 

: ! P trn m i Ls 

U1 lobh\ in ,P F %. 

'-^uenu-.ii 

«fS I 

r''.t ! '. l '"^. 

:r 

ntighb^R 

hiv^ 

V;^ ?*•< 

: ; :j K:h 'nb t ^ i „ 

'■' ,[h theftu 

u r! - •■*«> 

-••.'-:"iu i^r JrouiK, 

?r - '-' nic ^ni«. l>Qt 

j- * ■! •<. , riej asit^.. 
'■ 1 ^ PjleMinujj 
I’-'n? jujj 

-; ir-ar,i- 

rr io mint 

jnJthcd^. 

w - iai\?r»an^ 


‘Foundation of justice will ensure solid peace treaty’ 
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FoBowIng \ the faU text of Her Majesty Queen Moor's 
address to the Middle East Youth Summit in Vfflars, 
Switzerland. 

OVER THE past several years, I have been privileged to 
participate m many gatherings such as this — gatherings 
that nil me with the hope and expectation that peace, jus- 
tice and security can prevail in the Middle East. The con- 
vergence I see here of the spirit of youth and the will to 
make peace is doubly encouraging, because it is actively 
supported by so many others from around the world who 
share our goals and our determination to succeed. 

In that light, I would like to thank all those who have 
made this summit possible. The entire Seeds of Peace pro- 
gramme, and especially John and Janet Wallach; the 
Novartis Company for sponsoring this event; and the Swiss 
government for hosting it, in this beautiful country that ha; 
become home to so many international peace-making and 
humanitarian initiatives. 

Today, many around the world and within our region 
question the very existence of a peace process. Looking at 
you, however, I see ample reason for renewed hope 
because the obstacles to peace are the result of human deci- 
sions and action, not destiny, and they can be overcome by 
the determined efforts of individuals. 

This summit of young peace -seeking Arabs and Israelis 
reminds us that lasting peace is made not only between 
governments, but, more importantly, between people. 
Events of the past two years have produced serious contra- 
dictious between the policies of governments and the 
hopes and dreams of the people they govern. 

We have seen the promising and tangible progress that 
followed the 1991 Madrid conference eroded by political 
forces manipulating people’s insecurities and often legiti- 
mate concerns into destructive intransigence. Face-to-face 
dialogue therefore becomes all the more crucial for under- 
standing the reasons for the stalemate and for identifying 
how we can revive the peace process and bring it to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. You, and others like you, who see a bal- 
anced and just peace as the only realistic and responsible 
way forward, must find their voice and demand that their 
governments live up to their commitments and responsibil- 
ities. 

From the road you have travelled together, you provide 
an example that could help us negotiate the obstacles that 
still stand in the way of a comprehensive peace. As Seeds 
of Peace, you have overcome the political divide and emo- 
tional traumas of our shared history and forged meaningful 
friendships that have allowed you to understand and even 
transcend your differences. 

For all the people of the Middle East to enjoy the same 
mutual understanding, respect and friendship that define 
your relationships with one another, we must first of all 
obtain the facts we need to understand the many issues in 
this complex conflict. Only through a careful examination 
of events can we separate truth from disinformation and 
distortion. We must then approach that truth with the kind 
of tolerance that can only be gained face to face. Your 
experience is an encouraging example of this crucial syn- 
thesis of objectivity and empathy, 
his that synthesis that will enable you to achieve the goal 
_ you have 'set yourselves, as’-yoif \v6rie together this week to 
.craft" a credible peace treaty for the Middle •Bast/’IntM^- 


pursuit of objectivity and empathy — and fully aware of 
the risk I am taking in sounding too much like one of your 
teachers — I would like to propose some lessons to be 
gained from recent examples of regional and international 
conflict resolution. 

Many of the world’s most intransigent conflicts demon- 
strate 'that peace and stability are more likely to be 
achieved through dialogue than through threats and the use 
of force. After decades of strife, the Vietnam war finally 
came to an end around a conference table in Paris. The 
abolition of apartheid and the new South Africa could 
begin only when F.W. de Klerk came to see Nelson Man- 
dela in his jail cell. The United Nations* secretary general’s 
recent initiative in Iraq, supported by regional and 
international leaders, demonstrated the power of diploma- 
cy and persuasion over military build-up and threats of 
punitive action. 

Similarly encouraging, is the recent breakthrough for 
peace in northern Ireland. We pray that in the May 22 ref- 
erenda on the Stormont agreement, the people of northern 
Ireland and the Irish Republic will vote to end almost 30 
years of hostility. The world will be watching and hoping 
that the agreement will be supported by the different fac- 
tions in a conflict that has claimed thousands of lives. 

We, in the Middle East especially, wish them well, for we 
know perhaps better than anyone, that a just peace after 
generations of suffering requires not oniy will, but also 
good faith, compromise, and sacrifice. 

Communication is the best tool and, really a pre-condi- 
tion for conflict-resolution. But meaningful communica- 
tion does not mean sitting together at the^negotiating table 
with opposing and inflexible demands. It requires listening 
to one’s opponents' concerns, and being willing lo reach a 
mutually acceptable compromise. 

Keeping channels open at all times is critical, even while 
confrontations are taking place on the ground. In armed 
conflict there is no room for compromise, but face-to-face 
dialogue creates openings for cooperation that are unavail- 
able on the field of battle. The weak can negotiate with the 
strong, and sometimes both can come away rewarded. 
Such resolute communication can lead to an empaihetic 
understanding that can overcome even the most serious 
setbacks. 

But it is crucial to remember that empathy is not emo- 
tionalism. As you, especially, are aware, we must resist the 
tendency of politicians and the media to portray our world 
in superficial, one-dimensional terms, and black-and-white 
reporting of issues. 

The controversial Israeli television documentary series 
"Tkuma” (“Rebirth") about the country’s first 50 years, has 
challenged the traditional Zionist tale of heroic return and 
nation-building in an empty, desolate homeland, by incor- 
porating Palestinian, and Sephradic Jewish perspectives on 
the history of the state. "Tkuma" represents a new process 
of unprecedented objectivity and honest soul-searching on 
all sides that might just break through the myths and 
stereotypes that, over the years, have obstructed genuine 
understanding. 

Rather than sensationalising violence and dwelling on 
personalities and emotions, it is also more productive to 
focus on policies and legal rights, obligations and 
inteniarionaf Jaw. " » 

i. 'Here, Iiwould<erBphasiseahe constructiverole thaicanbe.. 


played by the United Nations, which was established after 
World War II to protect future generations from the 
scourge of war and to promote world peace and security. 
Given the opportunity, the United Nations as an impartial 
body, can help prevent and resolve conflicts by giving due 
consideration to the legal claims of all concerned parties. 

In order for the United Nations to fulfil its mission as a 
credible peace-maker, it's member states must implement 
its decisions in ail pans of the world with equal determina- 
tion. 

Israel based its declaration of independence 50 years ago 
on United Nations General Assembly resolution 1 Si. It is 
only appropriate that we all should work to implement the 
subsequent United Nations Security Council resolutions 
that constitute the framework for today's peace process. 

Now. I would urge you to apply Lhese lessons to the 
peace treaty you are crafting to resolve the Arab Israeli- 
conflict. The peace you build must be one thai you can live 
with in your own lifetimes and that will also satisfy- your 
children. I urge you to draw up a treaty that honours the 
best that is within us — a treaty that is compelling and 
acceptable to all concerned because it treats them all with 
equal dignity, validity and rights. 

You must build your peace treaty on a foundation of jus- 
tice by ensuring the full human and national rights of all 
sides. More specifically, we hope that your treaty will 
affirm that the peoples of the Middle East have an equal 
right to sovereignty, security, stability and progress. All the 
panics to the conflict must be able to live in viable states 
— or the structure of the peace we seek to build w ill col- 
lapse. 

One reason the peace process is stalled is that the Pales- 
tinian people are being forced to live in an odd patchwork 
of disconnected land units in which they can exercise only 
panial rights. This contradicts the principal framework for 
today’s peace-makers: United Nations Security Council 
decisions 242. 338. and 425. requiring Israel to withdraw 
from all occupied territories, as well as the principle of 
self-determination and statehood for both Israelis and 
Palestinians. " 

We also hope that your peace treaty will recognise that an 
essential but often forgotten component of this conflict 
remains the continued injustice towards the millions of 
Palestinian refugees throughout the region and elsewhere 
in the world. These are not statistics; these are men, 
women and children who wake up every day to face the 
rigours of life without the most basic rights that most of us 
take for granted — the right to a nationality, a passport, an 
identity, a state, to live in their own .Ancestral Homeland, 
to travel freely, to work legally, to receive medical care and 
schooling, and, ultimately, to return to their homes or be 
compensated for their losses. 

Your peace treaty must also provide a solution to the hun- 
dreds of illegal settlements and colonies on occupied Arab 
lands. Far from achieving security, settlements have only 
rekindled violence. 

Your treaty must recognise the righi of both Palestinians 
and Israelis to accommodate their population expansion, 
religious expression, and national identity — but only 
within their legal, internationally recognised borders — 
not on lands occupied in war. 

Many injustices in our region have been perpetuated in " 
•the name of .“security." But genuine security- can only be 


achieved in the hearts of people through confidence and 
trust — true security exists in a state of mind, not a state of 
occupation. Violence takes root in people who feel pushed 
to extremes, hopeless, disenfranchised, and no amount of 
buffer zones, border checks or crackdowns can provide full 
security against it. Our challenge together is to define a 
new concept of security, a new. flexible armour that is 
based on equal and mutual rights, not on force of arms or 
occupation of land. The security we all require must stem 
from everyone in the conflict feeling that their rights have 
been achieved, their material needs addressed, their physi- 
cal protection assured, and their very humanity affirmed. 

Finally, we hope that your peace treaty will transform 
Jerusalem from a biner microcosm of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict into its rightful role as a symbol of our capacity to live 
together on common ground, both literal and moral. 
Jerusalem cannot be a city of God's peace if it is also a city 
of checkpoints with armed soldiers, of bombs on buses and 
in shopping malls, of humiliating travel passes, of vast 
inequities in social services, of destruction and confisca- 
tion of homes and lands, and of illegal revocation of resi- 
dency permits for families who have lived there for hun- 
dreds of years. : 

Everything about Jerusalem — the architecture, the spir- 
ituality. the history, and the bustling humanity of its streets 
and souqs — speaks to us of a city belonging io many peo- 
ple, to multiple faiths, to several nationalities, and to all 
humankind. This is the holy city dear to all of us. Help us 
to turn this ideal Jerusalem from symbol into fact. 

A just and lasting peace betw een Arabs and Israelis needs 
the input and participation of all its citizens, young and old. 
You. the Seeds of Peace, have it within you to inspire our 
region's political leaders to find the middle ground that has 
eluded them for so long — the middle ground where hon- 
ourable compromise coexists with equal rights for all. 

Do not under-estimate the impact that you can have on 
your elders, on your leaders, and on your countries. 1 
myself can vouch’ for the pow erful effect you've had on at 
least one head of state; you are constantly in the speeches 
— and never far from the heart — of my husband King 
Hussein as an example of the power of communication, 
perseverance, and good will. You. perhaps more than any- 
one, give us hope that this process will succeed. 

Your peace treaty can provide a model for diplomatic 
efforts to achieve a just and comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East. Your presence here together proves that the 
most basic human contact — sharing perspectives, calmly 
airing feelings of conflict — can remarkably quickly pro- 
duce common ground and a commitment to live together in 
mutual respect. Although some of you may not be old 
enough to vote, you can do something the most powerful 
political leaders cannot — by sitting together and talking, 
you can realise the future we all hope for. 

Do your work well. It is you w ho have the most to gain. 
The generation now in power began this process, but it is 
you who will complete it, enshallah, and you and your chil- 
dren who will benefit from it. One day, those children may 
took back and thank you for what you did in your youth, 
back in the old millennium, in your grand experiment for 
peace, justice and humanity in the Middle East. 

‘May God grant yoii success in this and all your future 
endeavours. 


The Saturday Crossword 


QUESTIONNAIRE 

By Harvey L Chew, Danvers, Massachusetts 


•: BviOLi 

ACROSS 

64 When to eat 

. w : 

1 Velvety plant 

apples? 

5 Amazing woman 

65 Private achs. 


of song? 

66 French tower 

_ m.ii inj. 

10 Sovereign 

68 Former hostess 

■ ip.L; 

15 indigo dye 

Mesta 


19 Dog in *TbeThin 
Man" 

69 Borrower's 

- : .luiK-' 1 

opposite number 

20 Erttioed 

72 Less humid 

■ ’ 

21 French school 

73 Daly’s question 


22 Half of a golf 

75 Think better 

■ 

course 

afterward 

23 Bugs' question 
25 Goran's question 

78 Terl, the actress 
77 Acquire 

... v *>i & 

i . . ji ; (Ta- 

27 Cattlemen 

78 Seine tributary 

28 Coeurcf ID 

30 Sarto beck to the 

79 Stroke on the 
green 

80 Printer's spaces 

.* A J* 

tabs 

f r ‘ 

31 Rescuer 

81 Hood and others 


32 Tibetans and 

83 Ok! Germanic 

..... 

Thais 

letters 

, 33 Swiss river 

84 Gitiette blade 

Hill," 

1 34 Single 

85 Tottenders 

-'I-*' 



1 37 inctoment winter 

87 -Dancing Castle 
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weather 

ae Loose and ffletJMe 
signatures 

42 Sd-fl author of 
"Naiabedta* 

43 Diarist Mn 

45 Nursery-rhyme 
Jack and spouse 

46 Inwhatway? 

43 Paid players 
50 ‘ In the Attic 1 

I 51 Anna's crowd 
; 52 Manufactured 
' 53 twisting turn 

54 Danya's question 

58 FuflyfuU 

59 ABpi again 

61 Occurence 

62 Pilgrim's 
destination 

63 Backs of necks 

DOWN 

1 Bryn College 

2 Workplace 
watchdog grp. 

3 Comic Laurel 

4 Tote bags 

5 Paste-up artist 

6 Pubflshabie copy 

7 Annexes 

8 Dove's ay 

9 Contains In b box 
10 Uses a microwave 

II Sdh.hStora.CT 

12 Edmund and Rob 

13 Halm on trades 

14 Bits ones words 

15 ■FtwGynr 
dancer- 

18 Considerate 
17 Writing fluids 

24-LeaWto 
28 Brings up 
28 Commit perjury 
32 Soda! category 
34 Hgheroneoftwo 
'35 Scandinavian 

36 Coetefto's 
question 

37 Spoke bibticaDy 

38 Without Fr, 

38 PSaWa'question ' 

40 Waterproof wool 

41 EcttargorBorg 


89 One not 
mentioned 

90 Over the NU 

91 Increasing 

93 Painter Chagall 
95 Shrewd 

98 Lewis Carrol 
heroine 

99 Terrier type 
103 Butler's question 
105 Bartender's 

question 

107 River rising In the 
Czech RepubBe 

108 Of a people: pret 

109 Host 

110 Oklahoma dty 

111 Parakeet staple 

112 Senior member 

113 Cabinet feature 

114 Fishing gear 

43 Following dose 
behind 

44 High times 

46 Counterfeit 

47 Iron oxide 
52 _ Gras 

54 Windshield 
cleaner 

55 Valentine shape 

56 Bad deeds 

57 Brazilian port 

58 Cast a shadow 
60 Johnson, the 

Olympic runner 
82 Act parts 

64 Country singer 
Carter 

65 Get up 

66 Outer reaches 

67 TWiran resident 

68 CoSnsor 
Donahue 

69 •Crazy" singer 

70 Highly 
unconventional 

. 71 Patch roads 

73 Violent conflicts 

74 Not old Bnoufjh 
77 Worked In the 

yard 

79 Mora sparsely 
distributed 
SI Sttformation 



60 

87 
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82 Gk* for a par 3, 
maybe 

83 Continued a 
subscription 

86 Tiaveted from 
place to piece 

88 Ocasefc of The 

Cars 

89 Hurler Hershteer 

91 Wishy- 

92 Skirt shape 

93 Comer joint 

94 City on the Rhone 

95 Nautical assents 

96 One-and-only 

97 London subway 
99 Baylor U.dty 

100 Chemical 
element# 

101 Latin "tfitto" 

102 Beatiy film 
104 Classic Pontiac 
106 Mad. due plan 


Last Sunday's Crossword Sotvsd 



‘A stranger 
in a strange land’ 


BOOK 

REVIEW 


The Other Place 
By Ibrahim Abdel Meguid 
The American University 
1997, 299 pages 


Winner of the Naguib Mahfouz Medal for literature 


in Cairo Press. 


& ■ . ~ 


WINNER OF ibe 1996 Naguib Mahfouz Medal for 
Literature, The Other Place is ihe first week of Egypt- 
ian writer Jbrahim Abdel Meguid to be translated into 
English. Originally published in 1991 as al-Balda al- 
ukhra. this novel intersects with Naguib Mahfouz in 
other ways as well. The prougonia Ismail, a teacher 
firm Alexandria. Egypt, who goes to wcxk for a com- 
pany in Saudi Arabia, identifies with .Ahmad Akif 
from Mahfouz "s novel Khan al Khalil! .As a youth on 
a school trip to Cairo. Ismail had escaped from the 
group to haunt Bayn al Qasrayn Sl and Midaq Alley, 
in search of the characters whom Mahfouz brought to 
life in novels of iHe same names. Once Ismail read ‘ 
voraciously and even aspired to write himself, but 
upon arriving in Saudi Arabia all such endeavours 
withered away in ihe heal of the race lor the petrodol- 
lar: 

The novel is set in 197S-9, ihe period when the Shah 
fled Iran, Bhuno was executed in Pakistan, and the 
Egyptian-kraeli treaty was signed. Obviously, it was 
not by chance that .Abdel Meguid chose this as the 
backdrop of his novel for it was a time of change and 
crisis. Yet ihese overarching events enter into the story 
only randomly when Ismail tunes in the radio cr reads 
the newspapers, for they are but the headlines of a 
deeper arid more universal crisis. The real thanes of 
the novel are the sterility of everday life in the business 
world, the loss of meaning and val ues in human inter- 
actions, corruption, alienation and exile. Yet there are 
no “grand narratives” cn these themes. The plot sim- 
ply follows Ismail’s experiences as “a stranger in a 
strange land” ip. 277). 

Abdel Meguid’s style is decepcrody simple. At firsL 
it seems that Ismail is oily idling in diary form what 
happens to him from the day of his arrival in Tabulc 
"Die door of the plane opened and l saw the silence’' 

■ — so that story begins. But the author’s subtle use of 
imagery — seeing rather than hearing the silence — 
builds up to a sophisticated symbolism in Ismail's 
internal dialogue with his surroundings. The narrative 
vacillates between mundane derails, like whaz Ismail 
eats for breakfast, and his increasingly introspective 
and halhicinaioty dreams and thoughts. Serai-surreal 
impressions are ensued as Ismail finds himself 
invovkd in bizarre events whose root causes are cor- 
ruption, repressive norms and stifled frustrations. 

Human emotions find unexpected outlets "in a coun- 
try where the very air reports tender fee&nss to the 
police" (p. 175Xand where "time does not pass though 
lifetimes are stolen” (p. 250). 

This is not a simple stay of a homesick Egyptian. Ismail's observa- 
tions reflect great sensitivity to the situation of women and other work- 
ers, including the many Asians, around him. He is caught between his 
feelings of responsibility towards others and Ms pledge to himselT'noi 
to be a part of anything, to be like a shiny smooth mirror off which 
raindrops slide" (p. 48}. The result is behaviour which swings between 
silence and inertia chi the one hand, and impulsive, unplanned actions 
that lead nowhere cm the other. After a few- months at his new- work- 





place, Ismail concludes in an imagined letter to Egypt "1 am not com- 
ing hack and I am not staying here. I am going to explode" ip. 95}. 

In The Other Place. Ibrahim Abdel Meguid succeeds, in credibly 
depicting a very specific situation — typical of the experience of many 
Arabs who have immigrated for work — within a universal idiom. 
This makes his book a meaningftil contribution to the development of 
die modem Arab novel, with 'international appeal 

Sally Bland 



Economy 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May2> 


Euro 11 is 4 the world’s greatest 
trading power’— Eurostat 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
1 1 countries expected to be 
formaliy endorsed as 
founder members of the 
European single currency 
will join forces to create 
“the world’s greatest trad- 
ing power", Europe’s offi- 
cial data bureau said Friday. 

Exports from the Euro 1 1 
countries were 25 per cent 
higher than U.S. exports 
and double those of Japan 
last year. Eurostar said. 
Euro 1 1 exports accounted 
for 20 per cent of world 
exports, compared with a 
16 per cent share for U.S. 
exports and 1 6 per cent for 
Japan. 

"As the European Union 
is traditionally orientated to 
exremai relations, the EMU 
f European monetary union) 
remains, even if it is only 
made up of 1 1 out of the fl 5 
member states, the biggest 
commercial power in the 
world.” Eurostat said in a 
statement. 

Gross domestic product 
fGDP) of the euro zone was 
5.546 billion ECU (56.090 
billion) in 1997. compared 
with 6.S4S billion ECU 
(European Currency Unit) 
in the ITnited States and 
3.7 12 billion ECU 1 in Japan. 


On a global comparison, 
both euro countries and the 
United States had a slice of 
world income equal to 
about 1 S per cent of world 
GDP (gross domestic prod- 
uct), Eurostat said. 

The euro 1 1 will have a 
total population of 291 mil- 
lion people, compared with 
269 million in die United 
States and 126 million in 
Japan. 

Growth in the United 
States was far higher than 
in Europe last year. The 
U.S. economy grew by 3.S 
per cent in 1997, compared 
with 2.5 per cent in the euro 
zone and 0.9 per cent in 
Japan. 

The service sector here 
dominates the economy, but 
European industry nonethe- 
less makes a greater contri- 
bution to GDP in percent- 
age terms than in the Unit- 
ed States. 

Services generated 67.9 
per ceat of GDP in the euro 
11 group, compared with 
72.6 per cent of GDP in the 
United States and 61.7 per 
cent in Japan, according to 
Eurostat. 

Average unemployment 
at the end of 1997 was far 
higher in Europe, at 11.5 


per cent, than in the United 
States, where unemploy- 
ment was 4.7 per cent of the 
active population and in 
Japan, where joblessness 
stood at 3.5 per cent. 

Wages, meanwhile, were 
higher here than in either 
the United States or Japan. 
Average hourly labour 
costs in the euro 1 1 group 
were 22 ECU in 1996. com- 
pared with 17 ECU in the 
United States and 20 ECU 
in Japan. 

With Britain, which is 
home to Europe’s dominant 
stock exchange, not expect- 
ed to join economic and 
monetary union (EMU) 
uDtil 2002 at the earliest. 
Eurostat said that the size 
of the euro 1 1 stock market 
"even though important, is 
smaller than Japan's and 
only represents a third of 
the one in the United 
States.” 

Belgium, Germany. 
Spain, France, Ireland, 
Italy. Luxembourg. Nether- 
lands. Austria, Portugal and 
Finland are expected to be 
formally named as founder 
members of EMU at a his- 
toric summit here. 


Lebanon raises import 
duties to cover pay rises 


BEIRUT <R) — The 
Lebanese cabinet has 
slapped a two percent- 
age point increase in 
customs duties on all 
imports to finance long- 
delayed public sector 
pay rises, a government 
minister has said. 

Duties on cigarettes 
will rise by 10 percent- 
age points. 

“These increases will 
be implemented as of 
midnight Fridhy-Ssftar- 
day, , April J v 24-25.” 
Information =>•'■ Minister 
Bassem Sabaa told 
reporters. 

The higher duties will 
affect all imports includ- 
ing petrol, industrial raw 
materials and machin- 
ery, Mr. Sabaa said. “All 
imports means all 
imports. The decision is 
clear." 

Mr. Sabaa did not give 
a specific figure for pro- 
jected extra revenues 
from the increase. 

He said the returns 
would be used to cover 
the proposed pay 
increase to public 
employees from 1999. 


“As of Jan. 1, 1999, 
salaries will be paid 
according to the new pay 
scale which will be 
handed over to parlia- 
ment next week,” Mr. 
Sabaa said. 

An official source told 
Reuters that the pay 
increases for more than 
150.000 government 
employees and civil ser- 
vants would cost the 
government an extra 400 
billftW Lebanese gouffdS 
;c $63.3 ; million ) & }ea£ ' 

An economist] Kamal 
Hamdan, told A1 Nahar 
newspaper earlier that he 
estimated the cost at 
$400 million a year, of 
which he said the tariff 
rises would cover about 
a third. 

The government has 
been Jelaying adjust- 
ments in the public pay 
scale, promised since 
1996, for lack of funds. 
Mr. Sabaa said it 
planned a separate bill 
awarding retroactive 
salary increases for the 
past three years. 

“The amounts due for 
1996. 1997. 1998 will be 


paid after securing nec- 
essary financing. These 
will be determined and 
submitted to parliament 
in a separate bill,” Mr. 
Sabaa said. 

He did not elaborate on 
potential sources to fund 
the retroactive rises, but 
said they would apply to 
public sector employees 
who retired in the last 
three years. 

n „ c Al Nahar said the deci- 
sion meant that the new 
•bill would be imple- 
mented by the new gov- 
ernment, to be formed 
after presidential elec- 
tions due in November. 

Jack Sarraf. head of 
the Association of 
Lebanese Industrialists, 
told the newspaper. 
“This decision poses 
more obstacles in the 
face of industry and its 
competitive ability 
abroad.” 

“Customs duties on 
imported materials have 
been previously raised 
from two to four per cent 
and now it has become 
six per cent,” he 3dded. 


Tobacco tariffs boost income 
of Arab Gulf states but demand 
expected to remain high 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
sharp increase in customs 
tariffs on cigarette and 
tobacco imports by Arab 
Gulf states is set to boost 
their non-oil income but 
will probably not cut con- 
sumption. economists and 
dealers said Friday. 

Duties on tobacco 
imports were raised from 
50 per cent to 70 per cent 
by the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries 
last- month and are set to 
increase to 80 per cent in 
July 199S, 90 per cent a 
year later and 100 per cent 
in 2000. 

Initially, duties on GCC 
tobacco imports were 20 
per cent. They were raised 
to 30 per cent 10 years ago 
before being hiked to 50 
per cent and lifted again in 
April. 

The increase was decided 
by the GCC governments 
under their 1983 agreement 
to unify their customs tar- 
iffs and merge their 
economies. 

The decision also aims to 
cut GCC cigarette con- 
sumption, which is among 
the highest in the world. 

“Of course, such a rise 
will largely boost their tax 
revenues as imports are 
steadily growing,” a United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) ciga- 
rette dealer said. 

T don’t think it will have 
any impact on consump- 
tion, which 1 expect to con- 
tinue growing. Cigarette 
and tobacco prices have 
nearly doubled over the 
past years and demand is 
still strong." he added. 

T think this is because of 
the high income in this 
region and its social and 
demographic structure." the 
dealer explained. 

Dealers estimated that 
GCC countries import near- 
ly 30 billion cigarettes a 


year, worth more than $800 
million . 

By 2000, their revenues 
from dudes on cigarettes 
and tobacco could exceed 
SI billion compared with 
less than $100 million in 
the mid-1980s. 

“It is a high figure consid- 
ering the relatively low 
GCC income from taxes 
and other non-oil sectors.” a 
Gulf economic expert said. 

Such revenues are badly 
needed at a time when oil 
prices are low and the six 
members are suffering from 
persistent deficits in their 
budgets. 

GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait. Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
— depend heavily on oil 
export earnings, which 
account for more than two 
thirds of their total income. 

Weak crude prices have 
slashed their annual income 
to around $70 billion , near- 
ly a third of their earnings 
during the oil boom. 

The tobacco tax will 
account for mote than eight 
per cent of their non-oil 
earnings, projected at $12 
billion in 2000, and over 20 
per cent of their total cus- 
toms revenues, according to 
economists. 

Industrial exports are now 
the main component of 
their non-oil revenues, 
which also cover farm 
sales, tariffs on selective 
products and fees on ser- 
vices to the public. 

The six members have 
been urged by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and 
regional officials and 
experts to develop their tax- 
ation system and gradually 
dismantle heavy subsidies 
to offset volatile oil earn- 
ings. 

Dealers said high income 
in the GCC and the pres- 
ence of what they call “for- 


eign smoking communi- 
ties” have boosted cigarette 
consumption in the 17- 
year-old Gulf affiance to 
one of the world's highest 
levels. 

They cited such heavy 
smokers as non-Gulf Arabs, 
Indians. Pakistanis. 
Bangladeshis, Iranians and 
expatriates from other 
Asian countries. 

Sucb communities com- 
prise more than a third of 
the GCC’s population of 
around 22 milli on and over 
two thirds of the people of 
the UAE, Qatar and 
Kuwait. 

Apart from hiking taxes 
and prices, GCC states have 
also launched campaigns 
warning ag ains t smoking 
hazards. They include lec- 
tures and seminars, TV 
documentaries and warning 
tags on the cigarette pack- 
ets. 

“Sucb campaigns have 
not had a real effect on con- 
sumption. The problem is 
that many people are not 
educated while others just 
simply don’t care,” a dealer 
said “I am sure most of 
them do not even look at 
the warning tag.” 

“There is another impor- 
tant factor” another dealer 
said “A large number of 
the expatriates in the region 
say they smoke to kill time 
and tackle the stress of 
being away from home for 
a long time ” 

GCC states control nearly 
45 per cent of the world's 
recoverable oil resources 
and produce more than a 
quarter of the global crude 
supplies. 

Annual per capita income 
in some GCC members has 
remained above $16,000 
over the past decade, one of 
the highest income levels in 
the world 


Yemen’s trade soars 39"per cent 
to $4 billion in 1997 


SANAA (AFP) — 
Yemen’s foreign trade 
reached $4.1 billion 
last year, a rise of 39 
per cent over 1996. the 
official Saba agency 
has reported. 

Yemeni imports, 
exports and reexports 
reached $2.9 billion in 
1996. according to the 
acencv. 

The Yemeni trade bal- 
ance showed a surplus 


in 1997 for the third 
year running, rising 53 
per cent to $618 mil- 
lion from $403 million 
in 1996. 

Oil and oil products 
led exports, followed 
by foodstuffs, accord- 
ing to Saba, which did 
not specify which 
countries were 

Yemen’s leading trade 
partners. 

Yemen, one of the 


world's least developed 
countries, has 

increased agreements 
with foreign companies 
in recent years to boost 
its oil and gas produc- 
tion and earn more 
hard currency. 

The country has pro- 
duced crude oil at the 
rate of 380,000 barrels 
per day since the start 
of this year. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Push and 
shove 

7 Popeye's 

Pea 

11 Tear 

14 More 
Bohemian 

15 Senator 
Cochran of 
Mississippi 

16 Nabokov novel 

17 Cheese gadget 

18 Atmospheric 
wtVrtecaps? 

20 Colorful joints? 

22 Main dish 

23 Band of hoods 

25 Puts on 

26 Perry Mason's 
Street 

27 Components of 
everything 

30 Examples in 
context 

32 Constitution 

34 Punster 

35 Phone co. 

38 Antenna 

39 Like one blood 
product 

41 California fort 

42 Houndball 
letters 

44 Takes a walk 

45 Rare 

47 Inch sideways 

48 Use a blender 

51 Comic Sahl 

53 Back of car? 

54 striped 
chalcedony 

55 Blaring loafer? 

58 Theater? 

60 Turns inside 
out 

63 Functional quill 

64 Tulip-to-be 

65 Lady of Spain 

66 Madison Ave. 
output 

67 Angry states 

68 Worn away 

DOWN 

1 Toothlike 
projection 

2 Bobby of the 
NHL 

3 Hotshot plank? 


TMSPiadesOaof.com 



By Stan James 

GardnervWe, NV 

4 Yugoslavian 
dictator 

5 Wine sediment 

6 Goofed 

7 Laundry woes 

8 Flaying maxim? 

9 Jug handles 

10 3rd son of 
Elizabeth 

11 'Bolero* 
composer 

12 Perfect 

13 Fenucdne, e.g. 

19 Iowa college 

town 

21 Customary time 

23 Portuguese 
enclave in 
China 

24 Tryon novel 
(with 'The') 

26 Discourages 

28 Medical pic 

29 Batting 
posture 

31 Essence 

33 Isle of exile 

35 Fancy fishing 
pole? 

36 Veil material 


VVeU.~ jy's Punic : 


qhijh ononH anna 
000B □□QUO E3000 
□IIQBBE3QBDBBHB00 

bbb anna nan aaa 

^HD0E10 aCJOD^H 
MD000CI 13000 00D 
1300010 OP00 DJQO0 
□0DGJQ0Q00OI0Q00CI 
0000 0000 0EHU0Q 

HBB 0O0B BPB BBB 

hbdqq 

□0130130 0DQE3 □□□ 
□□□E3D0B0D0a0DB0 
BQBB EJ000O BOBB 
lifcjua aapixiLi □BUB 


CjtssB item mhm Emm. me 


IMutt’n’Jeff 


37 Ruhr valley city 
40 King of 
Ranee 

43 Shirt opening 

44 Withered 

45 LoJita-ish 

46 Blood-test 
developer 

48 Daddy .* 

49 Leaderiess 


50 Actresses Irene 
and Meg 

52 *We hofd 

truths to be . . .' 

55 Go off, as milk 

56 Finished 

57 Nevada city 
59 Basebaflstat 

61 Three in Italy 

62 Foriom 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MAY 2, 


Bv Undo C Black, Tribune Media Services, Iii£ ' 


ARIES: (March 21 ro April 19) Pack up a bunch y 
stuff and bead for the wide open spaces. If you’ve gcta 
favourite place you like to go, and a favourite pecscst 
you like to go with, that’s definitely the best idea yctlf 
you can only have one of the above, make it a newper-r 
son and favourite old location. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Looks like you could 
have company this weekend. That’s OK. Your place si a. 
haven of comfort and security for lots of your friend^. 
That’s just the way you like it. You go to a deal of Credi- 
ble to make sure that happens. Everybody loves your, 
bome-made treats. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Dive into a good book 
this weekend. If you start today, you may not wantto i 
come out until Sunday night You could leam a lot and 
have a marvellous time. There may be a couple of other I 
things you have to take care of, too. Get them done 
quickly, or get somebody else to do them. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) It Jocks like something 
valuable is coming from far away. It looks be a gift, but 
it looks more like payment for work done in the past 
The bad news is that there may be money complications 
tonight. If you're going oul keep your wallet in a safe 
place. 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 21 ) Somebody who loves you 
very much is making quite a fuss. What’s the best thing 
to do in a situation like this? WelL obviously, it’s to 
make a big fuss back. If you get yourself a good mutu- 
al admiration society going, you’ll know wbat it is to be 
blessed. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This would be a 
good time to have people over to your house. You may 
be thinking that the place is a mess, but they won't 
mind. Or you could turn the place into a mess with their 
help, as part of a plan to get it looking even better. Get 
them to help you paint the kitchen! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your team is red 
hot. You’re foil of vitality and vigour. You might be the 
cheerleader rather than one of the players. You natural- 
ly spur others on to success. You're an excellent moti- 
vator as well as an excellent manager. So go for the 
gold! 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Are you run- 
ning a marathon, or what? If so, you’ll need strength 
and endurance. You may not have much energy left for 
going out tonight, however. That could cause a problem 
with your mate. It looks he or she wants to party and 
you want to sleep. Compromise. First one, then the 
other. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) At 
last, a day when you can run and play and frolic in the 
flowers. After you’ve finished your chores, that is. If 
you let your fingers do the walking, you'll save yourself 
a lot of time. And the more time you save, the sooner 
you can get out there on foe playing field. 
C.APRIGORN: (December 22 to January -2G->There are 
-still Jlem^on joutliSljSHf . you haven’t b^ir able 1 to 
afford. One of them is something you want very much; 
and another is something your sweetheart or children 
desire. Whoever got foe last treat has to wait; the other 
one gets the treat this time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) This is going 
to be a little bit easier. It looks like you’ve got a partner 
who can help. This person is also going to bring in a lit- 
tle more money. That’s certainly welcome. Also, a 
friend comes up with a great idea this afternoon. Let 
people know what you need. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The last few days 
at work have been pretty peaceful. Now that the week- 
end is here, it’s time to get busy. You may be involved 
in a project that’s helping a friend, but it looks like 
there's money coming in. too. You’re concerned about 
serving others, and that serves year as well. 

Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine , 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Today the easy-listening station gave 
me a headache. I am officially OLD.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MEke Arglaton 


Trial gizmo m the 
mMdto worn urn 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, so form 
four ordinary words. 


GOEBT 


fk-klr 


MtUbnVMiSBttuc 

4 


DEWPI 


FATSIE 


NALDIN 


Print answer here: 


HOW MOM FEU” 
WHEN THE 
WASHING MACHINE 

BROKE. 



Now arrange the circled lattera to 
form the Surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon/ 


. (Answers tomonow) 

Yesterday’s I JumWaS: LLAMA GLADE BELFRY GOLFER 
Answer Living near a garage dump can be thla — ; 
OFFAL BAD 
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Beat 


news from the Arabic Press 

Arab Potash Company registers sharp 
drop in net profit before tax 


** THE JD 18.85 million net pre-tax prof- 
it posted by the Arab Potash Company in 
1997 represented 22.63 per cent of the 
capital but was 57.24 per cent lower than 
the JD44.1 million registered in 1996. By 
adding other income, the company had 
around JD24.6 million profit balance for 
various allocations. Of this amount, the 
general assembly approved the recom- 
mendation of the board of directors to 
distribute dividends at a rate of 20 per 

ceaL 

The general assembly also approved the 
credit facilities extended by the Arab 
Bank and authorised the board of direc- 
tors to take the necessary measures. 
Another approval by the general assem- 
bly authorised the Arab Potash Company 
(APC) to guarantee a $28 million loan 
from the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank in favour of Jordan 
Magnesia Company. Though the Jordan 
Dead Sea Industries, APC owns directly 
and indirectly 46 per cent of Jordan 
Magnesia Company. The Joan will 
finance part of the $100 million project 
which will be built towards the end of this 
year and which is expected to begin pro- 
duction either in the year 2000 or 2001. 

According to the annual report, the 
company's total sales last year amounted 
to 1,447,000 tonnes which is the lowest 
total since 1992. Attributing the drop to 
production decline. Board Chairman told 
the shareholders that APC focused on 
exports to high-yield markets. He indicat- 


ed that sales to 28 countries around the 
world have provided the company with 
JD105 million in total earnings. 

Dr. Irsheidat explained that the decline 
in production to 1 .42 million tonnes was 
due to the depterion of the reserves of the 
"camellile” raw material. Such a deple- 
tion, he said, we caused by the floods (in 
1992 and 1993) which lowered the salt 
density in the Dead Sea. other reasons 
included quick growth of salty clots, the 
chairman added. 

He stressed that to achieve the policy of 
optimising the shareholders' equity in 
terms of increasing profitability and 
reserves, the APC is constantly seeking to 
increase and diversify production and 
income through establishing various 
industries associated with Dead Sea min- 
erals. In this regard, he mentioned that 
commercial production of high purity 
industrial potash is expected to start dur- 
ing the second half of this year. Industrial 
salt and table salt are already available on 
the local and international markets. Dr. 
Irsheidat said, as their production have 
started in 1997. 

Other projects that will be implemented 
in the . near future include potassium 
nitrate, potassium sulphate and dicalcium 
phosphate. 

The APC balance sheet total of the end 
of 1997 amounted to JD340.8 million. 8.7 
per cent more than the total at the end of 
1 996 ( Al Ra'i + Ad Dustour + AI Aswaq.L 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 1/05/9819:28 



USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 
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NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1s7773 

04988 

14874 

133.04 

1.4332 

1755.10 

2.0014 

5.9605 

DEHtark 

0.5627 

-' 

0.3366 

04366 

7442 
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987.12 

1.1259 

34534 

GB Sterling 

1.6700 

2.9689 

- 

24830 

222.14 

24934 

2930.67 

34419 

94528 

CH Franc 

0.6723 

119v46 

04022 

- 

8949 

0.9629 

1179.50 

134.50 

4.0057 

JP Yen 

0.0076 

1.3347 

04495 
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13.18 

15042 
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0.6ST7 
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04225 

1.0566 

1.08 
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rru'ra 
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-FR Franc 
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Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7502 

03770 

3.6400 

04049 

34727 

151545 

34025 

Jordan Dinar 

1*10* 

- 

02894 


5.1340 

04300 

01801 

2137.17 

4.7990 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2667 

0.1891 

- 


.0.97 

0.0813 


404.05 

0.9073 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 
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- 
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Qatar Dinar 
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0.9348 

Kuwait Dinar 
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1144 

- 
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01930 
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0.1026 

0.9911 

04830 

- 
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04264 
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0.4679 
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04488 

24022 

04012 
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- 
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1.1022 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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Last 
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Currency 

USD 
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GBP 

CHF 

JPY 
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1441 

1348 


SA Riyal 

04667 

04741 

0.1S967 

049689 

35.5025 


1640 

15.52 
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048412 

0.16304 

040527 
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1441 

1348 
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34803 
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BH Dinar 

04770 
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1.58856 
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353432 
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157.00 

166.00 


CY Pound 

14121 

34971 

1.144 
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254433 


Metal 

Bid 
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KH 

Gold (oz*b) 

306.1 

306.6 


LaiLW 

Month 



EH '1 

■ Silver (oz's) 

fM 

645 


USD 

5.6641 

5.7422 

5.8359 

54609 1 

Platinum (oz's) 

395.1 

397.1 


GBP 

74802 

7.4427 

74427 


AL (3 Months) 

1437 

1439 


JPY 

0.6354 

0.6979 

0.7292 

0.7500 

CU (3 Months) 

1855 

1857 


DEM 

3.6875 

3.8229 

34271 

4.1146 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1109 

1110 


FRF 

3.5449 

1.6979 

1.8229 

2.0104 

Lead (3 Months] 

560 

562 


CHF 

14729 

3.6563 

3.750 

34883 

Nl 13 Months) 

5580 

6590 


ITL 

54190 

5.1410 

44310 
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NewYork 

DOW JONES 

9092.02 

28.65 

042 

9131.88 

9066.61 

9063.37 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1114.69 

244 

046 

111842 

1111.75 

1111.75 

London 

FT-SE100 

60104 

82 

148 

6025.1 

5932.7 

59284 

Tokyo 

NIKK3E 225 

15601.1 

-40.16 

-046 

15665.8 

15463.6 

156414 

Paris 

CAC40 

388042 

146.99 

3.94 

3891.11 

373245 

3733.93 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

510744 

-1.04 

-0.02 

5116.88 

5091.54 

510848 


U.S. financial services company 
sees euro advent affecting Jordan 


NEW YORK i AFP j — The 
U.S. financial sector is 
bracing to gain from the 
euro — the European single 
currency — and remains 
confident the new money 
will not displace the dollar 
as the international reserve 

currency. 

"It's brilliant," said 
Howard Lutnick. president 
of the financial services 
firm Cantor Fitzgerald, 
stressing that the euro's 
advent will create the first- 
ever real counterpart to the 
U.S. bond market in 11 
European Union nations. 

"Euro is like a child that 
grows," he said. “It will 
lake 40 years before it rums 
into a reserve currency." 
and thus rivals the dollar' in 
that capacity. “Everyone 
that thinks otherwise is 
dreaming." 

Columbia University eco- 
nomics professor Robert 


MundelJ recently wrote in 
the Wall Street Journal that 
“diversification from the 
dollar to the euro would 
begin once confidence in 
the policies of the new 
European Central Bank 
lECB) were established” 
including the ability to 
enforce strict fiscal .disci- 
pline. _ 

The financial services 
company Salomon Smith 
Barney ’warned in a recent 
report that "despite low 
inflation, regional growth 
divergences will pose the 
first challenge for the ECB. - 

Setting an initial interest 
rate for the euro also pre- 
sents a challenge, with rates 
currently running from 3.3 
per cent’ in Germany to 6.75 
per cent in Ireland. 

And one of the ECB's 
first tests will be enforcing 
the 1992 Maastricht treaty 's 
budgetary guidelines. 


according to Salomon. 

Robsn Medley of Medley 
Global Advisors says U.S. 
officials, already facing a 
weak yen, want to avoid a 
feeble euro. 

"The tendency to let the 
euro being weak to tackle 
European economic prob- 
lems will grow" in the 
-months after" the 'new cur- 
rency is introduced, said 
Mr. Medley. 

U.S. officials in private 
have already told their 
European counterparts that 
such weakness would be 
unacceptable, according to 
Mr. Medley. 

The euro currency zone 
makes up the second-largest 
financial market in the 
world behind the United 
States, and U.S. investors 
are hungrily eyeing the new 
area, where they will be 
able to buy stocks and 
bonds mere easilv. 


"The foreign exchange 
activity is going to disap- 
pear within six months and 
will be replaced by fixed 
income activity,” mostly 
government bonds, accord- 
ing to Mr. Luuiick. 

"To compete with the dol- 
lar, euro will need that vast 
fixed incomt-jnaikMf' -he 
said. 

Jockeying • will be fierce 
among member states to 
determine which bond will 
become the benchmark for 
the European Union and 
play the role the U.S. 30- 
year Treasury bond plays 
with interest rates here. 

"The German bond has 
the highest probability of 
becoming the benchmark 
but German banks still have 
the idea of protecting their 
market,” according to Mr. 
Lutnick. 

Giant U.S. mutual funds 
eagerlv await the new 


opportunities tied to the 
euro. 

Vanguard, the second 
largest, recently launched 
European operations, set- 
ting up retirement savings 
accounts based on the U.S. 
stock index Standard and 
Pool’s 500 and on the 
Morgan Stanley Capital 
International Europe Index. 

Salomon Smith Barney 
says the euro's advent will 
affect countries on the edge 
of the EU, like Egypt, 
Jordan or Morocco, whose 
currencies are pegged to the 
dollar, but who could 
decide to tie them to the 
euro instead. 

And speculation based on 
differences between 

European and Asian curren- 
cies over the last few years 
could shift to countries 
neighbouring the euro zone, 
the firm said. 
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Agassi wins in less than an hour 


MUNICH lAP) — With 
less than a month left before 
the French Open, Andre 
Agassi is working hard to 
become a Grand Slam con- 
tender again. 

"I can play much better, 
but it's coming now. You 
can't expect too much too 
soon,*' Agassi said Thursday 
after reaching the quarterfi- 
nals of the BMW Open with 
a 6-1, 6-4 victory over 
Rainer Schuettler. 

Agassi, the eighth-seeded 
American, needed only 55 
minutes to beat the 22-year- 
old German who is ranked 
No. 1 17 in the world. 

Agassi's next opponent 
will be second-seeded Jonas 
Bjorkman. 

Bjorkman, the highest 
seed left in the clay-court 
tournament, advanced when 


Sampras 

reaches 

quarters 


DULUTH. Georgia CAP) 
— Top-seeded Pete 
Sampras battled through on 
wet. soggy clay Thursday 
night to defeat Italian 
Davide Sanguinerti 6-3, 5- 
7. 7-5 and advance to the 
quarterfinals of the dlrs 
315,000 AT and T 
Challenge. 

In the only other second- 
round matches played 
Thursday night. No. 2 seed 
Jason Stoltenberg beat 
MaliVai Washington 6-2. 
6-4 and Richie Renenberg 
beat No. 8 seed Wayne 
Black 5-7. 6-2. 6-1. 

Although the Sampras 
match was delayed by rain 
from Wednesday night 
with Sampras leading 3-2 
and again Thursday after- 
noon by showers, Sampras 
jumped to a quick start 
when play finally resumed 
just shortly before 6:30 
p.m. 

Sampras, the World's No. 
1 player, quickly increased 
his lead to 5-2 with strong 
serves and consistent, 
aggressive play. 

Sampras, however, fell 
behind the 25-year-old 
Italian 4-2 in the second 
set. Sanguinetti went up 5- 
3 only to be broken for 5-4. 
Three games later, he made 
made good on his second 
set point by breaking 
Sampras again to take the 
set 

Head down between 
points and struggling, 
Sanguinetti double-faulted 
twice at 5-5 to fall behind 
in the final set. The top 
seed then served out the 
match, nailing a big first 
serve for the victory. 

“The conditions were as 
tough as I’ve ever played 
on clay. 

The court was wet and 
muddy and the slow balls 
they use here soaked up the 
water. It was frustrating out 
there, and I definitely 
showed that in the second 
set. I got down on myself.*’ 
Sampras said after the two- 
hour match. 

Though Sampras down- 
played having coach Paul 
Annacone on the court dur- 
ing his first-round victory, 
he was in favor of the new 
trial system of the ATP 
Tour. 

“Paul told me to be more 
aggressive, to try chipping 
and charging: it was a great 
strategy. 1 was thinking all 
this, but I needed to hear 
it," he said of the two 2- 
minute changeovers during 
which players are allowed 
to confer with their coach- 


Sampras will next face 
104th-ranked Ramon 
Delgado of Paraguay. 


bis Belgian opponent, quali- 
fier Christophe Van Garsse, 
retired in the second set 
Bjorkman was leading 6-4, 
2-0 when van Garsse quit 
because of blisters in his 
playing hand. 

Bjorkman's Swedish com- 
patriot Thomas Enqvist, 
seeded seventh. also 
reached the last eight, beat- 
ing Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland 6-2. 6-3. 

Oliver Gross, the German 
who ousted top-seeded 
Greg Rusedski in the first 
round, reached the quarter- 
finals by routing Pepe Imaz 
of Spain. 6-1. 6-0. He will 
□ext play Enqvist. 

A former No. 1 in the 
world. Agassi is playing 
strongly this year and has 
climbed back to No. 20. 
after dropping as low as No. 


141 last year. 

He has won two tourna- 
ments this year, in San Jose 
and Scottsdale, and is play- 
ing the European red-clay 
circuit to prepare for the 
French Open, the only 
Grand Slam event Agassi 
has never won. 

Agassi, who celebrated 
his 28th birthday 
Wednesday, needs matches 
on clay. 

He played just one tourna- 
ment on clay last year, in 
Atlanta, and lost in the sec- 
ond round at the French 
Open two years ago. 

That was his last 
European tournament on the 
slow surface before Monte 
Carlo last week, where he 
lost to Pete Sampras in the 
second round. 

Agassi has taken a wild 


card for next week's 
German Open in Hamburg. 

“I am slowly getting better 
into matches. There are still 
many areas where I can get 
better. But I am enjoying it 
more and more." Agassi 
said. 

After cool and damp con- 
ditions. the weather turned 
sunny and warm Thursday 
and Agassi said it helped his 
game. 

“The clay was faster and I 
could make a lot of my 
shots. The conditions were 
suitable for me and I could 
play aggressively but over- 
all I must say I played very 
well," Agassi said. 

“It's nice to play well. It 
makes me confident for next 
matches." 


No suspension for Ronaldo 


MILAN (AFP) — 
Ronaldo's two-match ban 
for insulting a referee has 
been lifted on a technicality, 
clearing the Brazilian ace 
to play on Sunday. 

Furious with Piero 
Ceccarini after being denied 
a penalty against Juventus 
last Sunday and then seeing 
one awarded against Inter 
seconds later, Ronaldo cried 
out that Italy's referees are 
all corrupt. 

The insult initially trig- 
gered a two-match ban. 
However, the sanction has 
been lifted on appeal 
because the match report of 
the incident was made not 
by Ceccarini but by the 
fourth official. Claudio 
Puglisi. 

And after a complex 
debate. Italy's soccer 
authorities decided that a 
fourth match official has no 
authority to make such a 
report. 

Ronaldo was delighted 
with the verdict, which also 
saw a two-match ban for 
Chilean teammate Ivan 
Zamorano reduced to one 
match. 

‘It’s wonderful news after 
so many sad days.”. said the 
Brazilian, who* had just 
been on international duty 
in his side’s 1-0 defeat to 
Argentina. “1 can't wait to 
get back on the pitch at San 
Siro. 

“I knew the dub had 
appealed but I never expect- 
ed to have the two matches 



Ronaldo 


cancelled oul So much the 
better. 

“Now I just want to put 
the disappointment of los- 
ing, to Juventus behind me. 
because the one aim I've got 
is to win on Sunday against 
Piacenza. 

“It won’t be easy, because 
Piacenza play it very tight 
in defence. But after what 
has happened, everyone will 
be really fired up.” 

The only long faces were 


at Piacenza, whose coach 
Vincenzo Guerini said: 
‘It’s an amazing derision, 
but what can we do other 
than accept it? 


*Tve been in football a 
long time and I've never 
heard of a two-match ban 
being scrapped at a stroke 
before. It's obviously bad 
news for us. it's nor as if 
Ronaldo is your average 
footballer.” 


Sheffield's suffer setback 


LONDON (AFP) — English first division 
Sheffield United's promotion hopes suf- 
fered a severe setback Thursday when they 
crashed to a shock 2-1 defeat at Crewe. 
They must now win their final game of the 
season at Stockport if they are to ear a 
place in the play-offs. Crewe took the lead 
during an action-packed two- minute spell 
in the final 10 minutes when Dave Walton 
flicked on at the near post from a Seth 
Johnson corner for Colin Little to score 
with a header. Sixty seconds later Crewe 
made it 2-0 when Kevin Street fired in a 
left-wing cross for Steve Anthrobus to head 
home. There was drama at Lhe other end 
when Sheffield’s Graham Stuart had a 
penalty saved by Nigerian goalkeeper 
Ademole Bankole but the visitors pulled 
one back with a minute to go when Dean 
Saunders fired in a shot which looped up in 
the box. 


ed to place three backs against the South 
Americans when they meet in their open- 
ing Group H match in Toulouse. Okada. 
leading Japan to their first ever visit to the 
World Cup finals, drew up his three back 
plan after watching Argentina beat Ireland 
in a friendly in Dublin last month. Jamaica t 
and Croatia are also in Group H. 


Korda loses again 


Japan still behind — coach 


TOKYO (AFPi — With the World Cup 
finals just over a month away. Japanese 
assistant coach Takeshi Ono admits his 
side has to catch up with the rest of the 
world. “It is quite clear how we are behind 
the rest of the world. We will deride in a 
week or two how to fight” said Ono after 
watching Argentina beat Brazil 1-0 in a 
World Cup warm-up in Rio. Ono added he 
I was impressed at how well the Argentine 
side counter attacked Head coach Takeshi 
Okada has already made up his mind how 
1 to counter Argentina's strike duo of Gabriel 
Batistuta and Claudio Lopez. He has decid- 


PRAGUE (AFP) — Petr Korda suffered 
another blow in bis bid to overhaul Pete 
Sampras as World No. 1 when he was beat- 
en in the second round of the ATP Tour 
event here on Thursday. The Australia 
Open champion went down 6-3. 6-2 to fel- 
low Czech Slava Dosedel as he continued a 
run of recent early-round losses. Dosedel. 
ranked 47th. took full advantage of several 
errors by left-hander Korda, winning in just 
64 minutes. Top-seeded Korda was the sec- 
ond big name to rumble out of the event. 
Brazilian Fernando Meligeni ousted sec- 
ond-seeded Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
on Wednesday. 


BBC unveil World Cup song 


LONDON (AFP) — British Broadcasting 
Corporation bosses on Thursday unveiled a 
piece of classical music that they hope will 
score with England football fans during 
their World Cup coverage. They have opted 
for a piece called Pavane. by French com- 
poser Gabriel Faure. as their title music in 
the hope of capturing the same national 
response that Luciano Pavarotti's Nessun 
Dorma created at Italia 90. 
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Capriati 
advances 
to a 

showdown 

with 

Hingis 


Injured 
Fernandez 
pulls out 


BOL. Croatia (AFP) 
— Second-seeded 
Mary -Joe Fernandez 
dropped out in pain 
from the $107,500 
WTA Tour tourna- 
ment in Bol, 
Croatia, on 

Thursday and looks 
set to : miss next 
. week’s; Italian Open 
in Rome. 

Bol was the first 
tournament that the 
American player, 
who is ranked 24tb 
in the world, had 
entered since an 
operation oo her 
wrist four months 
ago. 

Playing in the sec- 
ond round of the 
Croatian Open, 
Fernandez was 
down 2-5 to Italian 
Sandra Cecchini. 
who has a WTA 
Tour ranking of 
204. when she for- 
feited the match. 

“Bol is ray first 
tournament after a 
four-month break. 
Obviously. right 
now I’m not pre- 
pared for day-to-day 
matches." she told a 
press conference 
afterwards. 

“Today I suffered 
pain not just in my 
wrist, but also in 
other muscles in 
my right hand and 
the whole of my 
body ... I’m almost 
sure that 1 will not 
show up in Rome 
next week” she 
said. 

in other second- 
round matches on 
Thursday, top seed 
Joanne tie Kruger of 
South Africa and 
Croatia's Miijana 
Lucie, seeded 
fourth. went 

through to the last 
eight. 
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HAMBURG (AP) — 
Jennifer Capriati beat Seda 
Noorlander 6-3. 6-2 on 
Thursday to advance to a 
quarterfinal showdown with 
top-ranked Martina Hingis 
at the German Grand Prix 
women's tennis tourna- 
ment. 

Capriati, a former prodigy 
whose career was stalled by 
personal problems and 
injuries, will meet the Swiss 
teen-ager who became what 
Capriati might have 
become: No. 1 in the world. 

“I am very happy to have 
come so far in a big tourna- 
ment and I am looking for- 
ward to playing Hingis,” 
Capriati said after beating 
her Dutch opponent. 

The 22-year-old 

American, who took a wild 
card to play in the dlrs 
450.000 clay-court tourna- 
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JenifTer Capriati 

menu is attempting another 
comeback after missing two 
months this year with 
shoulder and elbow injuries. 

Capriati, who dropped out 
of the tour for nearly three 
seasons, reached the quar- 
terfinals at Amelia Island 
and is trying to work herself 
into shape before the 
French Open, the pinnacle 
of die clay-court season. 

“The fitness is only a mat- 
ter of time, at least I have no 
injuries anymore.” said the 


American, who as a 15- 
year-old was ranked No. 6 
in the world but has now 
dropped to No. 227. 

Capriati’s two victories in 
Hamburg were her first on 
European clay since 1993. 

In other second round 
matches Thursday, .third- 
seeded Arantxa Sanchez’ 
Vicrario of Spain ousted 
Henrieta Nagyova of 
Slovakia 6-4. 6-4. while 
fifth-seeded Patty Schnyder 
beat Anne-Gaelle Sidot of 


Pacers, Lakers advance as 
Knicks and Heat erupt 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The Indiana Pacers 
and Los Angeles Lakers advanced to the 
second round on Thursday, but once again a 
brawl made New York and Miami the talk 
of the National Basketball Association 
playoffs. 

Reggie Miller scored a clutch 19 points as 
the Pacers returned to the Eastern 
Conference semi-finals for the first time in 
three years, holding off the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 80-74. 

Miller scored five points in a 13-4 second- 
quarter run and seven more in another 13-4 
burst in the third period. He drove for a 
layup with 3: 1 3 to play that ended Indiana's 
field-goal drought of more than four min- 
utes and sank three clinching free throws in 
the final seconds. 

Rik Smits added 17 points for'thVpdcefs, 
who closed out the best-of-five first-round 
series in four games with the first road win 
by either team. After reaching Game Seven 
of the conference finals in both 1994 and 
1995. Indiana was bounced in the first 
round by Atlanta in 1996 and missed the 
postseason last year. 

“It is great,” Pacers coach Larry Bird said. 
“Being a first-year coach, it is always good 
to win in the playoffs.” 

The third-seeded Pacers await the winner 
of the Miami-New York 'series. They will 
have home-court advantage against either 
foe. 

New York beat Miami 90-85 at Madison 
Square Garden to level the series 2-2, but 
once again the dislike between the clubs 
erupted into a brawl, with just 1.4 seconds 
left in the game. 

Last season, a bench-clearing brawl in 
Game Five of their Eastern Conference 
semi-finals series led to multiple suspen- 
sions for the Knicks. 

It wasn't immediately clear how suspen- 


sions would affect Sunday’s Game Five in 
Miami. 

With Miami tr ailin g by five points in the 
waning seconds. New York's John Starks 
pulled down a rebound and raced upcourt 
Behind the play, the tempers of Mourning 
and Knicks forward Larry Johnson boiled 
over. 

After a push by Johnson, Mourning retal- 
iated with a swing that missed. 

As the two began throwing inaccurate 
punches, Knicks coach Jeff Van Gundy 
leapt off the bench and tried to hold back 
Mourning. He fell and clung onto 
Mourning’s leg and was dragged along the 
floor as Mourning and Johnson continued 
to go after, one other despite being separat- 
ffei.by aifeost, of jcoachfc&and teapjmates^ . 

Both Mourning and Johnson — formerly 
feuding teammates at Charlotte — were 
ejected. 

Seattle also staved off elimination, but 
they did it on the road, downing Minnesota 
92-SS in Minneapolis. 

The SuperSonics, led by Gary Payton 
with 24 points and eight assists, leveled the 
Western Conference first-round series at 
two games each, with the decisive fifth 
game to be played in Seattle on Sunday. 

Payton also had six rebounds and shut 
down Stephon Marbury, who shot 4-of-16 
from the field and committed five 
turnovers. 

The winners of the Sonics-Timberwolves 
series advance to a Western Conference 
semi-final meeting with the Los Angeles 
Lakers, who defeated the Trail Blazers 1 10- 
99 in Portland. 

Sbaquille O'Neal collected 31 points and 
15 rebounds as the Lakers sealed a 3-1 win, 
eliminating Portland in the first round for 
the second year in a row. 


Olympic medallist Miller misses 
out on Commonwealth Games 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Olympic silver medallist 
Scott Miller, in a comeback 
from a two-month drugs 
ban. will not be represent- 
ing Australia at this year's 
Kuala Lumpur 

Commonwealth Games. 

Miller missed oul on his 
last chance of qualifying to 
swim in Malaysia in 
September when he failed 
to reach the 200-meire but- 
terfly final after docking a 
sluggish two minutes 5.85 
seconds in Friday’s heats at 
the selection trials here. 

Miller, who was second 
to Russian Denis Pankratov 
in the 100m butterfly at the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics, 
was the 15th fastest and’ 
almost four seconds off the 


pace set by Matt Dunn 
(2:01.76). 

Miller, in his comeback 
swim meeting after serving 
a two-month ban for mari- 
juana use. failed earlier in 
the week in the 100m but- 
terfly and 1 00m backstroke 
to qualify for Australia's 
Commonwealth Games 
team. 

He also failed to make the 
final of the 50m butterfly, a 
non-Commonwealth 
Games event. 

World champion Grant 
Hackett indicated he was in 
form to defend his nation- 
al 1500m freestyle title 
with a heat win over world 
record-holder Kieren 
Perkins in Friday Is heats 
for Saturday’s final. 


Hackett, 17, who beat 
European champion 

Emifiano Brembilla at the 
Perth world championships 
last January, clocked 
15:35.21 Friday while 
Perkins, needing to finish 
in the placings to go to the 
Games. followed in 
15:38.57. 

Both their times were 
faster than world bronze 
medallist Daniel Kowalski, 
who won the other heat in 
15:39.94. 

Perkins, who has failed to 
qualify so far for the 
Australian Games team, 
missed out qualifying for 
the last world champi- 
onships. 
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France, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Julia Abe of Germany 
defeated Alexandra Fusai of. 
France 6-2, 6-4, and 

Virginia Roano-Pascual of 
Spain reached the last eight 
by beating Elena 
Likhovtseva of Russia 6-0. 
6-4. . 

In other quarterfinals. 
Ruano-Pascual meets 
Barbara Schett Schnyder 
plays Sanchez Vicario and 
Abe faces second-seeded 
Jana Novotna. 


pp mpean Soa 

pnfashionab 
to make hist* 


:j 05 i AFP' — l'R(ashtctubk Lew 
Ij, hjur neu'r wi'fl the French kagta 
30 their l O->c.t: hiMon, aee&'x 
joJKirminJ* :hc job m hand wfcw 
i face Pun . v. Germum m the Freacj 
tiuJ on Saturday 

: Y jfctf little club from the izxfutfrj* 
■rj ufii' le.ui Met/ in the F/r^a 
rj zb) ;ui ■ points, travel m 
: adi»* jltcr their Cup 
adinihihe eiiisru* ‘double' h* eta?®, 
fen iiM cr Championship *{*». 

*Ki Leclercq the former pLycr 
a.' i he Lens manager at the Mart 
e sU^n. r..:» stressed that hi' 

Kp'in-j ..im Saturday’s Cup Ffft&i 
sh confident “ 

* !ui-“ prepared for the mweb ev 
--“'o as any other T?iAt;s_ " 
stiff li|. 

h lute -a- eked hard a;; 

■ *:r mistakes and kiv.* 

:-4' 4-:- w'.-i.cmrated. We are -ocf; 

: Lin -Ain . -ur final matches " 

-■ Sjirii i.icrr.iam. v. ho saiavaged shear 
Min by winning the 
^Cjp were the last team ;o ftra? 
-'o'nn; 2-1 victors M the ews). 

■M * sruii-f.nal on March 12. 

** 3 :s: - * r ^^ble in Lens’ pkw% rvn 
^rt*j in m id -February- and 

tr °m 1- nukhe* 
r- i-.Mi* l. ced and six conceded 

— ’•* no jit* need rh.-ir r*».« a * 


^tender J^.Guy Walkmmc **, 

> ill U C, ‘ c said he 

. “I -riect. from his ankle m;un- 

i ■ crc ' urn -d framing 




.■iTr. W ,n - hi 

i^sufcjnd h S 9 hi:d 
p Wne ~ .k' 1 Italian 

‘ Munich f « 
P'Oeiman r" 1 preview Clf net: 
tnjurej r 2? al ~ huI ,bc > *'25 
53 *nd c„ ' WeniMtonah D,«« 

: d,:™ L 

■«tniiem lcj S uc 


d "" ,; W, 

M K* piav. 

] tar :^n Saturd-iv \ 

7'^ title r. *: ' ,re ^w-poimj. 

'^0i(o p . , ^ 

.^n CJiro’ as 

uds« .. ” l >' rs,aur «rr) fans 


ups tf , „ , . — —ifc-in sans 

L hc ® 


£* “WoncniL 

^•“cj Z p V!' ,he >-j 


rncy are 
4t their 


'ZZ u r*- pb - v «' **>■ 




Plav c j 


1. 

& is 




J S ain Sicfen 
7 l ‘ i>crn - club 
i'KJO and 

1 cn «’cd by Kwh 


^ I. JwwtMfcd tn 
’*■: M.jVf , ln sontaci” 


GALLERIA 2 


THU 5934793 


GALLERIA 1 


Behan YnsThefe 
TEL: 4625155 


Robert De Niro & 
Sharon Stone ... in 


Yusra & Ilham 
Shahin ... in 




ABDOUN 


n ’A hi! c - 


The biggest annua production 


ABDOUN 


— ' fji; -'Mtarjf ; *s. 

STARTNG APRIL 6TH -j-MiJ V;r Hel.V C,,B 


CASINO 


DANTELLA 

(ARABIC! 


TITANIC 


Kim Basinger ... in 

L.A CONFIDENTIAL 

Shows: 12.30, 3:00. 6:30. 6:15. 10:45 


TITANIC 


grand opening 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:00. 9:00 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00,3:00,7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 
-KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. S:30. 10 JO 


One o/IVfl/t Disneys 
best movies 


TITANIC 


FLUBBER 


SCREAM 2 


Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring HfsJiam Vanes, Amal 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 


dub ' 4fl - 


at 830 pin. 

For reservations call: 4640155, 46251® 


Styj. ‘ S: b 0-0 . 

4!^iiinr PaRci * 


,,re hc didn't 




^ ‘ Wl a 

» i “ lt - secure 

! »h,n 




>y,Mi 


Sports 


Jordan limes, Saturday, May 2, 1998 


11 


Jarrar wins RAC J speed test 


-'-n. h-} 


By Ronfen Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Yasser Jarrar 
made an impressive come- 
back Friday after taking 
first place in the third Pepsi 
Speed Test at the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ) race track . 

Edmer AI Shishani came 
in the second and Amir 
Najjar third with the 

absence of the experienced 
Ghaith Bilbeisi paving the 
way for Jarrar to reign 
through Friday’s three 

rounds. 

In addition to Bilbeisi, 
who won the first and the 
second speed tests of the 
year, Yanal Qomok, Ahmad 


Daoud and Barkev swian 
were also absent from the 
event 

Jarrar who dropped to 
eighth in the second ro und 
after losing the first round 
with a split of a second to 
Bilbeisi felt relaxed after 
winning all Friday’s rounds* 

No women drivers took 
part in the event The only 
woman to compete in the 
second speed test was Abeer 
Batikhi. Usual competitors 
Maya Al Mufti who is tak- 
ing part in Rally du Liban, 
and Tfcla Al Shawa were 
absent 

Twenty three drivers cov- 
ered a distance of 1 .74 km 
of the curved track. The 
competition consisted of 


* Ah,- 


M. 


two rounds and an addition- 
al third one for the best 10 
drivers. 

Meanwhile, the count- 
down has begun for the 
May 14-15 Jordan 
International Rally, consid- 
ered one of the most impor- 
tant rallies in the Middle 
East 

About thirty drivers from 
around the world are 
expected to take place in die 
event 

Famous names such as 
United Arab Emirates’ 
Mohammad Bin Sulayem, 
Saudi Arabia’s Abdullah 
Bakhashab and Cyprus* 
Andreas Tsolouftas are 
expected to take part 
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Unfashionable Lens ready 
to make history 


PARIS (AFP) — Unfashionable Lens, 
who have never won the French league 
tide in their 92-year history, will need to 
keep their minds oa the job in hand when 
they face Paris. St Germain in the French 
Cup final on Saturday. 

For the little club from the industrial 
north, who lead Metz in the First Division 
title race by two points, travel to Auxerre 
seven days after their Cup showdown hop- 
ing to clinch the elusive ‘double* by claim- 
ing their first-ever Championship win. 

Daniel Leclercq the former player who 
took over as the Lens manager at the start 
of the season, has stressed that his team 
will be going into Saturday’s Cup Final 
“quietly confident.” 

“We have prepared for the matc h in 
exactly the same way as any other match,” 
said Leclercq. 

“We have worked hard all season, 
learned from our mistakes and know we 
have to stay concentrated. We are confi- 
dent we can win our final matches.” 

Paris Saint Germain, who salavaged their 
disappointing season by winning the 
League Cup, were the last team to beat 
Lens — scoring a 2-1 victory in the com- 
petition’s semi-final on March 12. 

It was a rare stumble in Lens ’-glory run 
which started in mid-February and which 
brought 11 victories from 12 matches, 
with 29 goals scored and six conceded. 

Lens, who avenged their Cup defeat by 
beating PSG 3-0 in the league three days 
later, saw their chances boosted this week 
when defender Jean-Guy Wallemme was 
declared fit for the final. Wallemme said he 
felt no til effects from his ankle injury 
when he resumed training sessions this 
week. 

PSG’s outgoing Brazilian manager 
Ricardo admitted that Lens were currently 
playing the best football in France — but 
he made it clear that PSG had experience 
on their side and said he felt Italian striker 
Marco Simone could make the difference. 
In Germany. Bayern Munich face 
Duisburg on Saturday in a preview of next 
month’s German Cup final — but they will 
be without injured internationals Dieter 
Hamann and Giovanne Elber as they bid to 
chase down league leaders 

Kaiserslautern. 

With two matches left to play, 
Kaiserslautern, who are at home against 
Wolfsburg on Saturday, arc still two-points 
clear in the tide race. 

Coach Otto Rehhagel — ‘King Otto’ as 
he is known among Kaiserslautern fans 
— is clearly upset at wbat he sees as 
Bayern having things made easy for them 
by the attitude of late-season opponents. 

“When the other teams play us they are 
all hyper-motivated and play at their 
best,” he said. 

“Leverkusen, for instance, played fabu- 
lous football against us but then in 
Munich last Sunday they wet their pants.” 
Bayern’s Brazilian forward Elber has 
still not been given the green light by his 
doctor to play again after his broken collar 
bone and will watch from the sidelines in 
Duisburg. - 

Rumours that Bonos sia 

Monchengladbach captain Stefan 
Effenberg has signed for Bayern, the club 
for whom he played between 1990 and 
1992, have been flatly denied by both 
sides. 

“The fact is that we are interested in 
Effenberg and we have been in contact,” 
Hoeness said. “But we will only make our 
negotiations concrete if Gladbach definite- 
ly get relegated.” 

A Gladbach loss against Hansa Rostock 
Saturday would seal the club’s fate. 

FC Cologne, meanwhile, are still 
seething at the blatant foul committed by 
Schalke’s Oliver Held on Wednesday 
Gening, which might spell die club’s first- 

ever relegation. 

With the teams level, at 0-0, Held used 
bi$ hand in the 80tb minute to stop a Rene 
Tretschok shot on the goalline. 

“Because I didn’t see it clearly I 
appealed to the player’s honesty.” referee 
Uwe Kemmling said- “He swore he didn’t 
ssehis hand.” 

Cologne lost the game after a 90th- 
®inute Schalke goal. 

Real Madrid, dethroned by new champi- 
°°s Barcelona, will be seeking to secure 
second place in the Spanish league when 


they host Real Zaragoza Monday nighL 
The European Cup finalists have been 
put in the domestic shade by their old 
rivals this season with Barca adding the 
Spanish Cup to their league title after a 
penalty shootout against Mallorca after a 
1-1 draw Wednesday nighL 
With just three games left, Barcelona 
have 74 points to Real’s 60. 

A gaggle of clubs still in with a chance 
of a Champions League spot — Athletic 
Bilbao, Real Sociedad, Mallorca, Real 
Betis and Celta Vigo. 

Third-placed Bilbao are at home to 
Oviedo on Sunday, while fourth-placed 
Real Sociedad travel to Gijon. who are 
already assured of relegation after a disas- 
trous season that seen them collect only 12 
points from 35 matches. 

In Italy, Juventus are hoping to put a 
week of controversy firmly behind them 
on Sunday when they head towards their 
25th Italian league title. 

With a four-point lead and three games 
to go, Juventus could conceivably become 
champions on Sunday if they beat Vicenza, 
as expected, and Inter Milan lose to 
Piacenza at San Siro, which is certainly 
not expected. 

But more than anything, Juventus will be 
hoping that the weekend goes by without 
their match referee causing another uproar 
in the world of Italian sport and politics. 

MPs nearly came to blows as they dis- 
cussed the alleged bias towards Juventus 
by match officials after Inter’s Ronaldo 
was denied a penalty in Turin last Sunday 
and Juventus were awarded one literally 
seconds later. 

The 1-0 victory for the borne side will 
almost certainly make them champions for 
the second year running. 

Juventus will be without suspended 
Marik Iuliano, the defender at the heart of 
two recent controversies after he fisted out 
a header against Lazio (no penalty given) 
and then collided with Ronaldo (no 
penalty given). 

Pugnacious Dutch midfielder Edgar 
Davids is also suspended, but there are no 
worries for Alessandro Del Piero and 
Filippo “Super Pippo” Inzaghi, the Serie 
A’s best strike partnership with a combined 
36 goals. 

The deadly duo will need to be on their 
best behaviour, though, as another booking 
for either man will mean an automatic sus- 
pension. 

Vicenza, who bounced back from their 
European Cup Winners' Cup exit at 
Stamford Bridge to beat Lazio last week- 
end, will again look to Pasquale Luiso and 
Lambeno Zauli to thrill a capacity home 
crowd. 

Inter Milan will have to field a makeshift 
attack as Ronaldo starts serving out his 
two-match ban for accusing Italy’s refer- 
ees of being biased in favour of Juventus. 

Fellow Brazilian Ze Elias starts a three- 
match ban after the game in Turin and 
Chilean striker Ivan Zamorano is also sus- 
pended. 

Coach Gigi Simoni, who has been sus- 
pended for running onto the pitch in 
protest last Sunday, will be watching from 
the stands. 

Without Ronaldo and Zamorano, Inter’s 
hope rest on France’s Youri Djorkaeff and 
Nigerian Olympic gold medallist 
Nwankwo Kanu in attack, with 
Uruguayan Alvaro Recoba waiting on the 
bench. 

Portuguese playmaker Paulo Sousa gets 
a rare start as Inter play their last league 
game before next week’s UEFA Cup final 
against Serie A rivals Lazio in Paris. 

Lazio, their morale sky high after win- 
ning the Italian Cup on Wednesday with a 
3-1 victory over AC Milan, are away to 
Lecce on Saturday. 

Phrma, who will welcome the return of 
Colombian striker Faustino Asprilla, host 
Sampdoria, Udinese are away to Napoli 
and AS Roma are at home to an AC Milan 
side who return to the scene of die crime 
— the Olympic stadium where they squan- 
dered a 2-0 aggregate lead in midweek. 


Wright 

on time for 
Gunners’ 
title push 

LONDON (AFP) — lan 
Wright could make a dramat- 
ic return to the Arsenal side 
as the Gunners go in search 
of the one victory they need 
to secure the English 
Premiership title against 
Evenon ai Highbury on 
S unday . 

Arsenal boss Arsene 
Wenger has been reluctant to 
risk rushing back his star 
striker, who has been out for 
four months with hamstring 
trouble followed by a carti- 
lage operation and then 
groin injury. 

But following a hamstring 
injury to Dennis Bergkamp 
in Wednesday's 14) win 
over Derby ai Highbury, 
Wenger is seriously short of 
firepower and may be tempt- 
ed to recall die 34-vear-old. 

Evenon are a team Wright 
loves playing against and he 
is desperate for a chance to 
extend a sequence of 12 
goals in nine previous 
appearances against the rele- 
gation-threatened 
Merseysiders. If Wright does 
return it will also be a huge 
boost to his chance of going 
to the World Cup finals with 
England. 

Tm fit and ready now” 
insists Wright “People are 
always asking whether I'U 
be able to play again this sea- 
son and get my chance for 
the World Cup but the first 
thing is just to get back and 
be involved again with 
Arsenal 

“If the manager decides to 
use me in some way, even 
coming off the substitutes' 
bench, then that’s great. But 
that's a decision for him to 
make” 

Arsenal face tough trips to 
Liverpool and Aston Villa 
next week and Wenger could 
be tempted to go for broke 
against Evenon to secure a 
10th Premiership win in a 
row and clinch Arsenal’s first 
league title in seven years. 

The big dilemma for man- 
ager Arsene Wenger is 
whether it is still too soon for 
Wright to make his fust-team 
comeback. 

He returned to action in the 
reserves against West Ham at 
Southend on Monday and 
Wenger said; “Ian did well. 
He had 60 minutes on the 
pitch and there was no bad 
reaction afterwards, but I will 
wait and see whether he 
plays against Evenon on 
Sunday. I haven’t decided 
yeL” 

If Arsenal win on Sunday, 
Manchester United’s home 
clash with bitter rivals Leeds 
on Monday will become aca- 
demic for the Old Trafford 
outfit — who are already 
guaranteed the second place 
in next season’s Champions' 
League. 

Elsewhere, there is still 
plenty to play for as the fight 
to avoid relegation intensi- 
fies and the battle for UEFA 
Cup places reaches its final 
stages. 

With just two games 
remaining. Crystal Palace are 
already relegated and they 
seem certain to be joined by 
Barnsley, who face a tough 
away trip to UEFA Cup 
hopefuls Leicester. 

Third-bottom Bolton are 
the leading candidates to take 
the third relegation spot but 
they face a relatively easy 
home match against 
doomed Palace while their 
main rivals for survival have 
potentially tricky encounters. 

Everton. currently two 
points ahead of Bolton, navel 
to title-charing Arsenal, 
who are unbeaten in the 
league in over four months 
and who are anxious to wrap 
up the title in front of their 
own fans. 

Tottenham, who are three 
points clear of Bolton, face a 
difficult away trip to tradi- 
tional party-poopers 

Wimbledon, who have kept a 
remarkable six clean sheets 
in their last seven games as 
they edged towards survival. 

Newcastle, who are four 
points clear of the drop zone, 
need a victory to secure top 
flight football next season, 
but they face a Chelsea side 
whose players are keen to 
press their claims for a place 
in the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup final again st 
Stuttgart in Stockholm. 


Jordan Football Association 
suspends Premier League 


By Tareq Ayvoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) Friday suspended 
the Premier League's Championship 
following a demand by seven clubs to 
reallocate the formula of ticket sales 
revenue, a JFA official said. 

Saleh Irsheidau the JFA vice presi- 
dent said that the association’s deci- 
sion followed a similar one by the 
sewn clubs on Thursday to suspend 
their participation in JFA contests until 
a new- formula is agreed upon to real- 
locate the revenue. 

Mr. Irsheidai told the Jordan Times 
that the resumption of the competition 
— now into its second week — would 
be possible “only w hen a compromise 
is reached that would satisfy- ail parties 
concerned.” 

He added that a committee was 
formed to discuss the issue with the 
concerned parties, adding that a meet- 
ing was expected “soon” to discuss the 
matter with representatives of the 
seven clubs. 

The dispute erupted following a 
demand by AI Faisali, Al Ramtha. Al 
Ahli. Kufrsoum. Al Arabi, AJ Hussein 
and Al Qadissiveh clubs in which they 
requested an amendment of the 1997 
formula that governs the allocation of 
the JFA’s competitons revenue. 

Al Wihdat and Shabab Al Hussein 
are opposed to any change while .AJ 


Jazireh did not attend the meeting. 

The formula, which w as agreed upon 
in 1997. stipulates that the two clubs 
contesting a match would receive 35 
per cent of the revenues collected from 
ticket sales. 

Prior to the start of the 1998 season, 
foe JFA sold the marketing rights 
including tickets to four businessmen 
for JD300.000. 

After the signing of foe new JFA 
contract, the seven clubs insisted that 
the amount received by the JFA be dis- 
tributed among foe 10 clubs that com- 
pete in foe Premier League — a 
demand rejected by the Kingdom's 
major soccer club *AJ Wihdat which 
maintains a vast popularity among 
football fans. 

The coalition also demands a share 
in foe revenues from TV coverage as 
well as advertisements for foe JFA's 
competitions. 

“We believe that the amount should 
be distributed equally among foe 10 
clubs irrespective of revenues collect- 
ed by each match,” said Abdul Halim 
Samarah. the president of Al Ramfoa 
club. 

“The seven clubs have agreed not to 
join foe Premier League until a new 
formula is created with a just distribu- 
tion among foe 10 clubs.” Mr. Samarah 
told foe Jordan Times. 

“The big clubs are able to levy finan- 
cial assistance from other sources but 
foe small ones are not capable of doing 


so. The JFA revenues are their sole 
financial source. Therefore there 
should be equality in foe distribution 
of revenues,” he added. 

On foe other hand. Al Wihdat ‘s 
spokesman Khadir Sow-w an said that 
any change in the current system 
would make his club reconsider its 
participation in foe Premier League. 

"While we felt that foe 1997 formu- 
la was unjust to our club we neverthe- 
less accepted iL However, any new 
change will make us reconsider our 
stand.” Mr. Sow wan said. 

“Records prove that Al Wihdat *s 
matches are always attended by more 
than 20,000. fans, while other dubs are 
merely able to attract few hundreds to 
their games,” he added. 

He said foal during his club's match 
against Shabab Al Hussein Iasi week, 
26,000 fans attended foe match com- 
pared with only 100 spectators in foe 
other matches." 

“It is not fair to distribute ticket sales 
revenue equally between our club and 
those who are able only to attract few 
hundreds spectators. The revenues in 
the two matches definitely differ.” Mr. 
Sow-wan noted. 

Al Wihdat have been foe Premier 
League champion for foe last four 
years and have also won foe Cup 
Winners' Cup and Jordan Cup titles 
during foe past two seasons. 


First Division Basketball Championship 

Orthodoxi beat A hli to top standings 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Orthodox! Friday beat 
Al Ahli 82-61 to take foe lead atop foe 
three-team First Division Basketball 
Championship playoffs which con- 
clude May 5. 

Al Ahli trailed their all-time rivals 
41-35 at halftime before foe former 
champions wrapped up their win w-ifo 
a 21 point margin. 

Al Orfoodoxi's win enabled them to 
take foe lead before meeting titlehold- 
ers Al Jazireh in foe competition’s 
final match which they need to win to 
regain the title they held for a record 
time. 

Last season's runner-up .Al .Ahli fin- 
ished third this season with an incom- 
plete lineup showing foe effects of 
inadequate pre-season training. The 
team's inconsistent form forced them 
to rely on foe individual efforts of 
Faisal Nsour and Yousef Zazhloul. 


In addition their bench was depleted 
throughout foe playoffs with 
Mohammad Shamali and Marwan 
Ma’touq both nursing injuries, and 
centre Ramez Hammoudeh quitting 
foe team for personal reasons. 

Al Orthodoxi were foe only team to 
beat Al Jazireh twice this year 73-69 in 
foe preliminaries and 65-61 in foe first 
playoff match. 

AI Jazireh who managed to beat Al 
Orthodoxi once 92-84 in foe prelimi- 
nary round can retain their title by 
winning foe match by any score with 
score difference between foe two 
teams tied. 


.Al Jazireh beat Al Ahli 75-69, and 
57-53 in the preliminaries and 7S-63 
and 57-43 in foe playoffs, while Al 
Orthodoxi beat Al Ahli 7+49 and 69- 
37 in the preliminaries and S4-61 in 
the first playoff match. 

AI Ahli. who ended Al Orfoodoxi’s 
1976-1989 undisputed reign, were 
champions in 1990, 1992. 1993 and 
1994 aided by the signing of Naser 
Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back to win in 
1991. 1995 and 1996. Al Jazireh ended 
a 30-year drought by winning foe title 
last year. 


PLAYOFF STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

Sf 

Sa 

Pts 

Orthodoxi 

13 

12 

1 

1068 

721 

25 

Jazireh 

13 

11 

2 

1086 

753 

24 

Ahli 

14 

6 

8 

900 

907 

20 


SCOREBOARD 


National League 



San Diego 4 

Florida 

I 

Los Angeles 1 4 

Pittsburgh 

6 

Atlanta 6 

San Francisco 

0 

Colorado 4 

NY Mets 

0 

Chicago Cubs 8 

St Lotus 

3 

American League 



Detroit 7 

Texas 

"1 

Kansas City 7 

Toronto 

4 

Tampa Bay 2 

Minnesota 

0 

Baltimore 4 

Chi White Sox 

1 

Anaheim 7 

Boston 


Oakland 5 

Cleveland 

"i 

NY Yankees 9 

Seattle 

8{ 10 Inninssi 

National Hockey League 


Fust round playoffs (series best-of-seven >. 


Eastern Conference Quarterfinals 


New Jersey 3 

Ottawa 

1 

(Ottawa leads series, 3-2) 


Western Conference Quarterfinals 


Dallas 3 

San Jose 

2 

! (Dallas Leads Series. 3-2) 


Edmonton 3 

Colorado 

1 

(Colorado leads series, 3- 

2» 


Detroit 3 Phoenix 

I 


(Detroit leads series, 3-2) 
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Exercise rider William Goodwin guides Kentucky 
Derby hopeful Chilito down the backstretch during a 
morning workout at Churchill Downs in Louisville, 
Ky. (APPhotoj 


r FOR RENT IN AL-RABIA 

Furnished or Unfurnished or Semi-furnished 
Apartment 

1) Luxury complete 1st floor, 400 sq.m. 

2) Ground floor, 3 bedrooms. 

. Telephone 5510107 


The British Council 
Library & Information Services 
New Opening Hours 

As from 1st May 1998. 

Library & Information Services 
opening hours will be as follows: 
Sunday-Thursday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Closed on Fridays and Saturdays 
For further information please contact us at: 
Tel. 4636147, 4636148 


New. * : 







i2 News 


Iraq accuses Butler of working for 
U.S. to prevent ending sanctions 


BAGHDAD l AFP) — Iraq 
accused U.N. disarmament 
chief Richard Butler on 
Friday of trying to prevent 
the lifting of the U.N. 
embargo by claiming that 
Baghdad had failed to 
account for up to 700 mus- 
tard-gas shells. 

“Butler included in his 
report this information con- 
cerning the shells to enable 
the American government 
to persist in its accusations 
against Iraq and that's 
exactly what happened,” an 
Iraqi government 


spokesman told the Iraqi 
news agency. 

Mr. Builer. chairman of 
the U.N. Special 
Commission {UNSCOM) 
on disarming Iraq, circulat- 
ed a report this week by a 
chemical munitions team 
that found that between 500 
and 700 155-mxn mustard- 
gas filled shells remain 
unaccounted for. 

“Butler’s vain attempts 
are aimed at preventing the 
implementation of 

Paragraph 22 of U.N. 
Security Council resolution 


Spy says supplying Iraq 
with information was ‘fun’ 



687 [on the lifting of the 
nearly eight-year-old sanc- 
tions].” the Iraqi 
spokesman said. 

The U.N. Security 

Council on Monday 

extended the sanctions 

which can only be lifted 
when all Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction have been 
eliminated. 

Iraq says it destroyed all 
its weapons of mass 
destruction by the end of 
1991 following the Gulf 
war, but U.N. arms inspec- 
tors have been unable to 


verify the Iraqi assertions. 

In Washington. White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCuny said U.S. officials 
were reviewing the chemi- 
cals report but that it w r as 
cause for grave concern. 

“This is one more 
reminder of the need to 
remain vigilant when it 
comes to assessing the cur- 
rent performance of the 
government of Iraq with 
respect to its obligations to 
Security Council resolu- 
tions.” he said. 


NEW YORK f AP) — In his 
first US. interview, convicted 
spy Juergen Gietler told tbe 
"60 Minutes” television news 
program that providing allied 
secrets to Iraq during the build 
up to the Gulf war was “per- 
manent fun. five days per 
week.” He added that any 
“country that respects itself’ 
would have jailed him for 
much longer than the five-year 
prison sentence he served in 
Germany. 

“If there’s something I am 
unsatisfied about it’s that I did- 
n’t [spy] for a longer time, or 
especially now where Iraq is 
again threatened by the United 
States " Mr. Gietler said. He 
admits that he received money 
from Iraq, but said it was not 
his primary motivation. 

Mr. Gietler worked as an 


archivist in (he German 
Foreign Ministry before the 
Gulf war in 1990. He took 
NATO strategy documents 
sent to his office for archiving, 
made photocopies and passed 
them to the Iraqi military 
anacbe in Bonn. Among the 
documents were U.S. intelli- 
gence reports on Iraq's Scud 
missile capability and deploy- 
ment plans for U.S. stealth 
bombas. 

*1 was on the Iraqi side™ I 
felt it was my duty. Whatever 
there was I would have turned 
it over to my controller,’' Mr. 
Gietler told Ed Bradley of the 
U.S. network CBS. ’'Spying 
for me, it was fun, permanent 
fun five days per week.” Mr. 
Gietler, who converted to 
Islam while living in Eqypt, 
said he met Iraq's military 


attache to Germany, Gen. 
Osmat Joudi Mohammad, by 
chance at a restaurant and 
struck up a conversation He 
said he volunteered to supply 
the information. 

“To me, the victims in 
Baghdad, and in other parts of 
Iraq were the important ones," 
Mr. Gieder said, even though 
the allies had not yet attacked 
Iraq when he was providing 
the documents. 

Ml Gietler was arrested by 
German police in August 1990 
after counter-intelligence 
agents intercepted a phone call 
by Gen. OsmaL 

Ml Gietler faced a secret 
trial in 1991 and was sentenced 
to five years in prison and now 
works far an import-export 
business in Germany. 


Egypt accuses Sudan of delaying 
handover of seized properties 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt on 
Friday accused Sudan of delay- 
ing the return of Egyptian prop- 
erties seized since 1992. The 
statement is certain to spark ten- 
sions that -had subsided early 
this year. 

An Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry statement said an 
Egyptian delegation returned 
virtually empty-handed from 
the Sudanese capital of 
Khartoum where it bad gone 
last month to receive the proper- 


ty Sudan had promised to hand 
oven 

The disputed properties 
include 33 schools, 16 guest 
houses and buildings on the 
campus of the Khartoum 
branch, of Catrp yni^aaty. 
Sudan confiscated them' in 
1992, after Cairo accused 
Khartoum of supporting 
Islamists trying to topple the 
Egyptian government. 

While Egypt claims it owns 
tbe properties, Sudan said Egypt 


only had them under long-term 
leases that have now expired. 

But in March, Sudanese 
President Omar A1 Bashir, in a 
bid to improve relations with its 
powerful neighbour, announced 
that five properties would be 
returned. 

The Egyptians said tbe hand 
over was supposed to be imme- 
diate, but the Sudan embassy in 
Cairo said last week that the 
properties will be returned over 
a period of three years. 


Gore vows 
to pressure 
Russia on 
Iran arms 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — US. 
Vice-President Al Gore vowed 
Friday to deal “vigorously" 
with Russia's new government 
on the issue of Russian missile 
technology exports to Iran. 

Ml Gore discussed Russia’s 
role in helping Iran develop 
medium-range missiles during 
a lengthy meeting Friday with 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
considers Tehran’s arms pro- 
gramme one of the greatest 
threats to Israel's security. 

Mr. Gore said that once the 
new government of Russian 
Prime Minister Sergei 

Kiriyenko was in place in 
Moscow the issue would be 
tackled anew, notably at a meet- 
ing later this month of tbe 
Group of Seven industrialised 
states plus Russia. 

Tbe US. vice-president said 
he spoke with Mr. Kiriyenko 
just two hours after he was 
named premier and they agreed 
to jointly chair a new bilateral 
commission on the arms tech- 
nology transfer issue and to 
meet this summer Me Gore 
and former Russian Premier 
Viktor Chernomyrdin headed a 
similar panel under tbe previous 
government in Moscow. 

“This new Russian govern- 
ment may be one that we can 
make some progress with on 
important questions,” Mr. Gore 
said. 


ANTI-EURO PROTEST: An anti -euro protestor pashes a large styrofoam model of 
the new European currency, the euro, over fellow protestors lying on the ground dur- 
ing a May Day demonstration in Madrid Friday. The anti -euro protestors maintained 
that the euro will make the rich richer and the poor poorer: European Union leaders 
are meeting in Brussels to finalise details of the long-awaited European single cur- 
rency (See story on page 1) (AP photo) 


Nine killed in factional 
fighting in Somali town 


MOGADISHU l AFP) — At 
least nine people were killed and 
16 were wounded when faction- 
al fighting flared up in the town 
of JUib, southwest of the So mali 
capita] on Friday, field radio 
operators in the area said. 

The fighting pitted forces of 
Maijeten clan loyal to militia 
commander Mohammad Said 
Hirsi “Morgan” against their 
Marehan rivals. 

The reports said militiamen 
loyal to south Mogadishu war- 
lord Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed. whose supporters con- 
trol pans of Mb, were also fight- 
ing alongside the Marehan. Mb 
is 300 kilometres southwest of 


Mogadishu. 

Residents contacted by radio 
spoke of heavy shelling in the 
town as other unconfirmed 
reports said tbe death toll could 
be as high as 21. 

Medical centres in JUib 
declined to give casually figures, 
saying only that scores of people 
were fleeing the town. 

Observers here said a victory 
for General Morgan in JUib 
would be short-lived as the 
ndghbouring villages are con- 
trolled by hostile clans and ins 
forces in tbe town would soon 
find themselves surrounded. 

The new eruption of violence 
in JUib comes as warlords rein- 


force their militias around the 
city of Kismayo, further south, 
after heavy fi ghting ova - tbe past 
week which has claimed ai least 
45 lives. 

Tbe fighting in Kismayo, 
which was accompanied by 
looting, has prompted aid agen- 
cies to suspend operations in file 
area, had hit by four months of 
torrential rains through January 
which claimed 2,452 lives and 
left more than 200.000 bone- 
less. The agencies had been 
feeding some 500,000 people. 

Gen. Morgan, who holds 
Kismayo, has clrttmert that his 
militiam en had captured the vil- 
lage of Kabsuma. 


Russia proposes political adviser to Butler 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Russia, ' after failing io 
obtain a Russian deputy 
chairman to the top U.N. 
inspector, is now offering a 
new political adviser to the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM). 

A Russian diplomat told 


AFP on Thureday that dis- 
cussions on' ‘the proposal 
were being held between 
Russia and UNSCOM 
tasked with disarming Iraq. 

UNSCOM spokesman 
Ewen Buchanan confirmed 
that Russia's proposal for a 
new political adviser for 


chief 

being 


Richard 

cousid- 


UNSCOM 
Butler “is 
ered.” 

Russian Ambassador 

Sergei Lavrov wrote on 
April 23 to Ml Butler, an 
Australian diplomat, 
proposing the addition of a 
Russian political adviser. 


Sudanese start voting on new constitution 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudanese voted 
Friday in a referendum on spproving a 
new constitution, which calls for main- 
taining a ban on political parties and keep- 
ing in place rule by Islamic law. 

The constitution was endorsed by die 
parliament in March but Sudanese 
President Omar Al Bashir's military- 
hacked government decided also to seek 
the people’s approval. 

Some S million of Sudan's 28 million 
people are eligible for voting in tbe refer- 
endum that will last for 20 days, the offi- 
cial Sudan Television said. 

Voters are required to stamp “yes” or 
“no” on ballot papers at 800 polling cen- 


tres across die nation. 

The referendum will be organised and 
conducted by tbe government with no 
opposition or outside monitoring, and a 
“yes” result is considered a foregone con- 
clusion. Exiled opposition leaders have 
already rejected the constitution, saying it 
is undemocratic. General Bashir seized 
power in a 1989 bloodless coup and 
annulled the existing constitution of tbe 
civilian government. He proposed the new 
constitution in an effort to show that he is 
moving die country from emergency rule 
to rule of law. Tbe new constitution stipu- 
lates that Islam will remain the source of 
all legislation in Sudan. 


EU calls for ‘immediate ceasefire 9 in Sudan 


LONDON tAFP) — The European Union tEU) called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Sudan were fighting between government troops and rebels in 
the south has displaced tens of thousands of people.‘‘We urge all sides in the 
dispute to adopt a positive altitude and come to an agreement at the next ses- 
sion of the peace talks in Nairobi on May 2-5.” said a statement issued by 
Britain, which currently holds the rotating EU presidency. "In order to 
enhance the chances of success of the talks and to end the suffering of the 
Sudanese people we call on all parties to effect an immediate ceasefire." 
said the statement issued by the Foreign Office. The EU said it was also 
increasingly concerned about the worsening humanitarian crisis in Bahr Al- 
Ghazal. southern Sudan, and called on the Sudanese government to facili- 
tate deliveries by the United Nations and non-governmental organisations of 
food and other essential supplies. 


Iran rejects U.S. report on 
sponsorship of terrorism 


TEHRAN (AFP.) — Iran 
rejected on Friday a US. report 
branding the Islamic republic 
the most active state sponsor of 
terrorism in 1997 and said the 
allegations would deepen tbe 
rift between the two countries. 

“Iran has repeatedly con- 
demned terrorism around tbe 
world in all its forms.” Iran's 
mission to tbe United Nations 
said in a statement carried by 
the official news agency 
IRNA. 

“Such accusations build up 




Greater 


The Municipality of 
Amman is pleased to announce a 
programme of festivities to cele- 
brate today the 45th anniversary of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
assumption of constitutional 
power. The festivities include: 


MUNICIPALITY OF GREATER 
AMMAN 

FESTIVITIES TO MARK 
HIS MAJESTY 
KING HUSSEIN'S 
ASSUMPTION OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS 


Folklore- and music show to 
be held at 8:00 p.mi- in the 
square opposite City Hail at 
Ras Ai 'Ain. 

Firework displays at City 
Hall, Irjan, the 6th Circle to 
be .held simultaneously at 
8:00 p.m. 


• A flower march to com 
mence at City Hall at 6:00 
p.m. The route of the inarch 
will go through ThitdCircie^ 
6th Circle, Medina - j 
Munawwara Street y Wasfi - u- 
Tell Street, SportsCity > 
Circle V AI istiqla! Street, 
Downtown, back to 
Everybody is invited to par^c^te 
in these festivities, which are field 
to mark an occasion deart®erffcrt- 
izens, to honour our 
leader who spared no e^^^d^ 
left no stone unturned inl^pe$t 

. - - . - \ rSL’ ^ 

to bring honour, progress 


prosperity to our beloved 



the wall of mistrust which sep- 
arates the two countries,” it 
said. 

The U.S. State Department 
annual report released 
Thursday said Iran was “the 
most active state sponsor of 
terrorism” despite tire election 
of moderate Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami, seen as 
Washington’s best hope for 
improved ties with Tehran. 

Iranian security agents con- 
ducted at leas 13 assassina- 
tions in 1997, the majority of 
which targeted Iranian dissi- 
dents based in northern Iraq, 
the US. State Department said. 

Iran also continued to pro- 
vide support "in the form of 
training, money and/or 
weapons" to groups such as the 
anti-Israeli Hizbollah and the 
Palestinian group Hamas, 
according to rite report. 

“Unfortunately, despite the 
statements of President 
Khatami and others in the 
Iranian government condemn- 
ing terrorism, terrorist activity 
directed from Iran has contin- 
ued into I99&" a senior US. 
State Department official said. 

The United Stares severed 
diplomatic relations with Iran 
in April 1980 after revolution- 
aries seized 52 hostages at the 
US. embassy in Tehran. 

Following Mr. Khatami’s 
election a year ago, 
Washington eased its policy of 
seeking to isolate Iran and has 
sought an official dialogue 
with Tehran r 

Mr. Khatami has responded 
to tbe US. offer by proposing 
broader contacts between 
Iranians and Americans to pro- 
mote understanding between 
the two countries. 

Bat Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi said this week 
thai Iran “feels no need” for 
official. dialogue witb- 
Washington as long as it pur- 
sues its hostile policies towards 
tbe Islamic republic. 


QUEBEC CAP) — Popffiva. 
Celine Dion l&c&rai 
Quebec’s highest 
Thursday, aloogw^foa 
gushing tribute 
province’s separatist'pre- 
mier. Dion, indisputably fte 
most famous Qwbec^bonr 
performer of her geBferi- 
tiori. drew a throng jour- 
nalists to a ceremony arihe 
Quebec legislature where 
she was among 30 £etij[de 
awarded the Order - of 
Quebec by Premier Lucicu 
Bouchard. Bouchard shook 
Dion's hand as be praised 
her for attaining, ar age 30, 
’‘heights un equaled in- the 
history of Francophone 
song” and for . being 
Quebec’s greatest ambas- 
sador. 


Number 6S2 


Jordanian; 


MacPherson 
is world’s 
wealthiest model 


LONDON (AP) — Eile 
MacPherson has edged out 
Cindy Crawford as the 
world’s wealthiest fashion 
modeL The Australian 
beauty's net worth is about 
$38 million, according to 
Business Age, a British 
magazine. Crawford is a 
notch below with an esti- 
mated wealth of S36 mil- 
lion. In addition to her 
modeling fees, which can 
earn her $34,000 an appear- 
ance. MacPherson has also 
made money from her 
Australian lingerie busi- 
ness, movie roles and co- 
ownership of the Fashion 
Cafe chW. Rounding out 
the top five were Claudia 
Schiffer, with $34 million; 
Linda Evangelista, $28 mil- 
lion; and Naomi Campbell, 
ar $27.5 million. 
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Spielberg to 
direct ‘Memoirs 
of a Geisha’ 


LMM\N '■ - Hiv Ruv a , 

as* Crown Pi-ma* H.tv^in Tiri 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP> — 
Steven, Spielberg wfil direct 
the screen adaptation of 
Arthur Golden’s novel 
"Memoirs of a Geisha” for 
Columbia Pictures and 
Dreamworks, Variety 
reported. The two studios 
said there is no budget yet 
for the movie, nor is there a 
screenwriter or even a 
script yet, though they hope 
to begin production in 
October, possibly in Japan. 
The book set over a period 
of 60 years is a fictional 
story of Nitta Sayuri, a girl 
who was sold into slavery 
in 1929, at the age of nine 
and who grew up to 
become a renowned 
Japanese geisha. 
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Mickey Mouse wants 
to be most famous 
Internet mascot 


HUNTINGTON BEACH 
(AP) — Mickey Mouse 
wants to become the 
world's most famous 
Internet mascot. Mickey's 
boss. Walt Disney Co. 
Chairman Michael D. 
Eisner, is pushing to 
expand Disney’s Internet 
business, which already 
includes three of the most 
popular sites on the World 
Wide Web. Disney wants to 
become “an aggressive 
competitor on the Internet,” 
Eisner told journalists gath- 
ered for the annual Society 
of American Business 
Editors and Writers confer- 
ence. Including its own 
Disney kids’ Web sire. 
Disney owns some of the 
Internet’s most popular 
Web destinations. 
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‘Titanic 1 ' is ‘a terrible 


movie* — Albright 




§ throui 


BEUING (AP) — On a 
walk through a muddy stu- 
dio set of imperial Beijing, 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeline Albright and 
leading Chinese film direc- 
tor Chen Kaige found a 
common dislike: ‘Titanic.'’ 
‘‘Why do people like it? I 
thought it was a terrible 
movie,” Albright said. Chan 
said he found tbe story 
supefficiaL The two met at 
the state-run Beijing Film 
Studio, where they watched 
about 20 minutes of Chen's 
1993 “Farewell My 
Concubine” 
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